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Abstract

John Locke (1632-1704) was an English philosopher, very influential in the 17th century. He
is considered the first English empiricist, where his ideas had an enormous influence on the
development of epistemology and political philosophy. His writings later influenced Voltaire
and Rousseau.

Regarding the examination of the natural state, Locke, like Hobbes, starts from the problem
of what characterizes the natural state, when there is no political power. Unlike Hobbes,
Locke thought that the state from nature was an affordable state characterized by reason and
tolerance. As for the social contract, he understood it as “a way to ensure the natural morality
of man in a more efficient way, not to throw away his ugly condition, but to achieve his goals,
that is, peace and security” (Locke, 2012).

The paper also examines the influence and importance of Locke’s ideas in the development
of modern political thought, analyzing how these concepts have contributed to the shaping
of democratic ideas and human rights. In conclusion, a critique and re-contextualization of
Locke’s theories in the contemporary context is offered, addressing their relevance to current
issues of governance and justice in modern societies. This analysis aims to help deepen the
understanding of Locke’s political philosophy and assess its influence on today’s political
theories and practices.
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