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Abstract

Since the end of the Kosovo conflict in 1999, various international and national courts have 
investigated serious war crimes and crimes against humanity in the region. In 2015, the Kosovo 
Specialized Chambers (SCK) and the Specialized Prosecutor’s Office (SPO) were established 
to investigate specific allegations of war crimes, particularly those linked to members of the 
Kosovo Liberation Army (KLA) during and after the conflict. Although the Court is legally 
part of Kosovo’s system, it faces strong opposition within the latter, due to its location outside 
the country and its exclusion of Kosovo nationals from its staff. The trials of key KLA figures, 
many of whom have held major political roles in the country, have sparked significant debate 
both in Kosovo and internationally.
This manuscript will examine the legal foundation, structure, and scope of the SCK and 
SPO, and how they compare to other international courts. It will also review the indictments 
and ongoing trials of former KLA members. Additionally, the article will explore Albania’s 
diplomatic efforts, particularly its campaign to challenge allegations of organ trafficking 
mentioned in a 2011 Council of Europe report, which played a key role in the creation of the 
Court. By looking at the Court’s activities, the article will offer insights into its impact on 
Kosovo’s international standing.
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Abstract

Deliberative polling has emerged as a promising method for promoting democratic reform 
and citizen engagement in various contexts, however, its potential and limitations in hybrid 
regimes, where democratic governance is challenged by a mix of democratic and authoritarian 
features, remain relatively unexplored. This paper focuses on the case of North Macedonia, 
as a country that has undergone significant political and societal transformation especially in 
the recent years. Despite efforts to promote democratic reforms, the country continues to face 
challenges in terms of ensuring democratic governance and citizen participation. In a hybrid 
regime, like North Macedonia’s, political leaders might not be inclined to value citizens’ 
input, and the media environment might not be free from influence, which limits access to 
varied and reliable sources of information. Civil society organizations may also encounter 
limitations on their operations, and institutional assistance may be insufficient. Additionally, 
the population’s diversity could make it difficult to reach and build trust with citizens. In 
this context, deliberative polling represents an opportunity to engage citizens in meaningful 
political dialogue and institutional reform. This paper examines the potential of deliberative 
polling as a tool for promoting governance in North Macedonia and highlights the challenges 
and limitations faced in this process. 
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1. Introduction 

Democracy around the world is in crisis. In general, the state of democracy world-
wide indicates a lack of progress (Economist Intelligence Unit, 2022). Looking at the 
global picture, 2022 fell short of expectations for democracy, as it was anticipated that 
the lifting of pandemic-related restrictions might result in an improvement in the 
overall score. Both the Freedom House Report 2022 and the Economist Intelligence 
Unit’s Democracy Index (EIU) 2022 indicate that the state of democracy around the 
world is facing significant challenges and setbacks.

Research Article
© 2024 Kejsi Ziu

This is an open access article licensed under the Creative Commons 
Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 International License  

 (https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0/)

This work is licensed under Creative Commons Attribution 4.0 License. 

European Journal of Economics, Law and Social Sciences ISSN 2519-1284 (print) ISSN 

2510-0429 (online) 

Copyright © IIPCCL-International Institute for Private, Commercial and Competition law

FFull Text: PDF

https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.it
https://iipccl.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/05-3.pdf

