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Abstract

In a criminal process, the evidence constitutes one of the most important components of the
burden of proof. In today’s reality, where technological devices and information technology
are undergoing an unstoppable development, electronic evidence in the criminal process
is increasingly reflecting a great practical importance, which directly affects not only the
investigation and trial of criminal offenses in the field of cybernetics, but also in the discovery
of all criminal offenses provided for in the Criminal Code of the Republic of Albania.

Unlike the classic evidence provided expressly and in detail by the criminal procedural law,
the provision in this legislation of electronic evidence is special, borrowed almost completely
from the content of the Budapest Convention and which has as a distinguishing characteristic
a generalizing provision and at the same time is open to include a wide range of evidence, in
the variety of electronic evidence.

However, despite this good forecast, due to the characteristics of electronic evidence, the lack
of individuals who have specialized knowledge for obtaining and securing them, with the
ultimate goal of using them in the criminal process of evidence, remains a challenge.

Thus, with the focus on creating a clear picture about electronic evidence in the criminal
process, this manuscript will analyse the current legal provision of electronic evidence in
Albania, the efficiency of this provision i

n practice, including identifying characteristics of electronic evidence, the principles of
electronic evidence, as well as the process of obtaining and securing them as usable during the
criminal process.
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