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Abstract

Trust and the feeling of being protected is the core value of the legal process. Trust should not 
be confused with the idea of goodwill. Goodwill is not normative of the criminal law, but it 
is a concept of the private law. A similar principle of trust in criminal law is the intent, which 
terminologically has a better connotation with criminal law than goodwill. Nevertheless, there 
is still a part that this definition does not include and leaves gaps in which the word trust is 
better used as a definition. The principles of legality and lex stricta are values in criminal law 
and also have their interpretations widely used. Main topic of this paper is the usage of the 
word trust and the need to trust the criminal law and have faith in it. A faith which is built in 
centuries and cases after cases which have led to a general conclusion. The conclusion is not 
to question the criminal process, the lawyers or judges and its paragraphs but to accept it as it 
is and follow its directions. Examples, case studies and other central topics can lead to a better 
understanding of the good faith in criminal law.
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