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Abstract

Southern Africa’s relations with United Kingdom (UK) go back a long way. These ties have 
evolved over a long time from being initially defined by slave trade, colonialism and current 
trade relations that are still mostly characterised by development aid. Post Brexit, Southern 
African countries fear of a UK recession that can trigger a fall in consumer demand in Britain 
has now been realised. The Covid-19 pandemic has not made things better either. The UK’s 
trade deals with Africa are a mirror of the EU’s trade deals with Africa, thus as the UK exits 
the EU, all these trade deals will need to be renegotiated. To make matters worse the EU’s 
current trade relations with African countries are still not clearly defined under the Economic 
Partnership Agreements (EPAs). Brexit has now added a more complex dimension that 
will take years to normalize thus rendering the UK and Southern African trade relations in 
limbo. There is hope however that the UK will maintain the same trade deals with African 
countries for the near future. This will not be easy since the dynamics of trade negotiations are 
difficult to predict and navigate especially when one considers that the character of Brexit is 
considered protectionist in terms of prioritising national interest while trade with Africa was 
partly influenced by development aid. African countries export migrant labour to the UK and 
it is highly likely that the post Brexit immigration policy may tightens controls. 
The glimmer of hope is based on the fact that colonial and post-colonial ties of the UK and 
Southern Africa have survived the test of times. The Commonwealth relations may ease the 
Brexit pains; the UK could make immigration for Commonwealth citizens slightly easier. On 
the economic front the IMF predicts that post Brexit, the Commonwealth will perform better 
to the world’s economic output than the EU. It is also expected that the UK keeps its pledge 
of contributing around 0.7% of this Gross National Income (GNI) to development aid. There 
is also optimism that since the UK is one of the biggest supporters of EU aid programmes in 
Africa, an independent approach could actually boost development aid for Africa. This paper 
will give a practical and critical analysis of how Brexit is likely to affect Southern African 
economies as a whole. If there is a substantial reduction of UK imports from the region, the 
negative effect will be obvious. 
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