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Abstract

The article explored the challenges faced by the law enforcement agencies on illicit tobacco 
smuggling at a selected border post in South Africa. Literature states that globally law 
enforcement agencies are faced with a huge challenge at borders in controlling the trade 
of tobacco product and South Africa has no exemption on this matter. The South African 
Government tobacco control policy has been in place since the early 1990’s with legislative 
instruments requiring mandatory health warning labels on tobacco products, banning public 
and underage smoking. Porous borders and corruption of officials working at the boarders 
are the exacerbating illicit tobacco. An explanatory qualitative method design was used in this 
study which helped to gather data to explain the phenomenon in more depth. A purposive 
sample was used in the study to select participants in the following law enforcement agencies, 
namely; South African Police Service (SAPS), South African Revenue Service (SARS) and South 
African National Defence Force (SANDF). The article found that though there are coordinated 
efforts to prevent, combat and detect illicit cigarettes there is a need for adequate resources 
like storage facilities, sniffer dogs and scanners at the border. It was concluded that there is an 
existence of some form of coordination of activities relating to operations at the border within 
the law enforcement agencies responsible for curb illicit trade.
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