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Abstract

The South African Criminal Justice System (CJS) is managed by the Department of Justice 
and Constitutional Development (DoJ & CD), which is regarded as the umbrella for all the 
justice-related bodies across South Africa. The three main components of the CJS are the South 
African Police Service [SAPS] (Police/Law Enforcement Agencies – LEA), the judicial system 
and corrections. From a qualitative standpoint, this study provides academic discourse on a 
proposed method to effectively combat stock theft, this was done to offer lessons to the South 
African CJS. Negatively, this crime is considered serious, irrespective of increases or decreases 
in the number of cases reported. It does have a serious ripple effects based on emotionally and 
economically facets of rural livestock owners. This study establishes that stock theft grievances 
caused peaceful communities to be bitter in their deeds, becoming violent and conflicted in 
South Africa. The identified main risks and contributing factors relating to this scourge relates 
to unattended grazing, the practice of keeping unmarked livestock, poor documentation of 
livestock movements, over reliance to the conventional methods, further invalidating available 
technologies to effectively combat this crime in collation. It also revealed that in some cases; 
the stock thieves are well-armed and relevant stakeholders are afraid to confront them for 
fear of their lives in the selected rural areas of KZN Province, this reportedly cause headaches 
to the South African CJS holistically. It is recommended that driving economic development 
and opportunities should be created to make this crime less lucrative. It should be highly 
prioritised by the South African CJS. The ‘Integrated Rural Economic Development and Rural 
Security Initiatives’ should be explored urgently.
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