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Abstract

Multinational corporations (MNCs) are known for their selfish interest to satisfy their 
shareholders against the interest of stakeholders in their operations’ communities. This paper 
focuses on the roles of South African Synthetic Oil Limited (Sasol Oil) in contributing to 
pollution and food insecurity in the Vaal River Triangle region of South Africa. The region 
served as a tourist destination and supplier of fresh organic fish for tourists and communities 
that surround the river. The river also serves as sources of employment for the teeming 
population of unskilled South Africans. Deposit of industrial waste by Sasol and lack of means 
to process wastewater by the state in the area are not only challenging biodiversity of the 
river and its environ, but it is also a source of yet to be determined ailments for people in 
the surrounding communities. These question the roles of MNCs agent of development and 
state as the driver of public goods. This paper intends to adopt green theory to explain the 
likely crises of water pollution and its effects on the flora and fauna in the region. The paper 
recommends, among others, the principle of polluters-should-pay as a solution to the problem.
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