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Abstract

The European Union citizenship formally established by the Treaty on European Union 1992is 
the legal status of every person who has the citizenship of a Member State. The Eu citizenship 
is not just a concept but enables all citizens of European Union member states to enjoy a range 
of exceptional economic and political rights.
The term “European citizenship” is perceived as a condition by which people from different 
nations should have similar rights to be asserted vis-à-vis the European public courts and 
public officials. In fact, this conception of citizenship has large been accomplished within the 
European Union and this is a major achievement which should not be belittled.
Following the difficulties faced by EU citizens in exercising their right to free movement and 
residence in 1992, the ECJ ruled that national governments had the right to exercise their 
competence  in determining of acquisition and loss of nationality with due regard to the 
requirements of Community law. In the case of loss of EU citizenship this is complicated as 
every citizen of a member state also holds European Union citizenship.
Throughout this paper Iexamine the ways and causes that lead to the loss of nationality of the 
Member States and the relationship with the broad conception of European citizenship. 
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