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Abstract

The History unfortunately recognizes numerous crimes committed by state powers against 
different peoples and ethnicities. In addition to many such crimes committed in the twentieth 
century, there is the one in the Balkans as well. This case concerns the various crimes committed 
by the powers of the Yugoslav Serb state against the Albanian population in the territories of 
the former Yugoslavia. Until the beginning of the twentieth century the Albanian territories in 
the Balkans where ruled by the Ottoman Empire. After the departure of this invading Empire 
from the Albanian territories, its place was taken by Serbia with its satellites and especially 
Montenegro. During the last century, the Serbian state had taken oppressive measures against 
the Albanian population, which lived in its inherited lands since ancient times, as descendants 
of the Illyrians. The oppressive measures against the Albanian population were focused on 
the economic, demographic, cultural and administrative level. Through these measures, 
repressive measures, torture, murder, deportation and other measures of state violence have 
been applied, which have often reached the form of genocide. All these measures have been 
taken with the aim of territorial cleansing from the Albanian population and colonization 
with Serbs and Montenegrins. Therefore, the object of treatmentin this paper will be the 
presentation and analysis of repressive elements against Albanians, where a number of actions 
were institutionalized by this state itself, through legal norms provided by positive legislation. 
The treatment of these phenomena covers the period from 1912 to 1999. The year 1912 is set 
as the time when Albania declared its independence, with the present territory, while Kosovo 
and other parts were excluded from the sovereignty of the Albanian state. Whereas, 1999 has 
been set as the date of entry of NATO Troops in Kosovo based on Resolution 1244, which was 
approved by the UN Security Council.
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