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Abstract

In humanitarian contexts, it is a difficult and multi-faceted task to enlist academics, 
developmental actors like humanitarian actors, practitioners and health authorities in a 
collaborative research effort. The lack of embedded implementation research (EIR) in such 
settings has been widely described, but few have analysed the challenges in building strong 
and balanced research partnerships. Recent calls identify the need for embedding locally 
relevant and demand-driven research in health systems to improve implementation and scale-
up. EIR is an approach to support health systems strengthening in which research is made 
integral to decision-making for programme improvement. The systematic identification of 
implementation bottlenecks and embedding research into programmes can address concerns 
of implementers and support action to improve implementation at scale.Research from the 
academic community is an important and influential area that can identify ways to address 
challenges in dynamic humanitarian settings and EIR can be utilised as a practical means to 
contribute to agenda-setting.This study therefore aims to highlight and analyse the challenges 
to conducting EIR in humanitarian contexts by looking specifically at the experiences of the 
Rohingya refugees in Cox’s Bazar, Bangladesh and it will conclude with recommendations for 
overcoming the challenges to EIR.
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