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Abstract

The purpose and the objectives of the paper is to critically dissect and critique the stimulus 
package relief fund which was meant to assist the Small and Micro Enterprises (SMEs) amongst 
others to cope with the COVID-19 pandemic under the nationwide lockdown in South Africa. 
In that, the argument of the paper is that during the COVID-19 pandemic, the SMEs did not get 
enough relief package to be competitive under the hardships of the nationwide lockdown due 
to corruption of the stimulus package relief fund. What has triggered an interest in this paper 
is insufficient relief package given to the SMEs and the continuous looting of the stimulus 
package by the officialdom. Additionally, the SMEs were overlooked and did not benefit much 
on getting the contracts from the government to deliver the Personal Protective Equipment 
(PPEs) and much attention and contracts were awarded to the big corporates for delivering 
the PPEs. Consequently, this has led to the closing down of some of the SMEs, people were 
starving and not permitted to operate their businesses unless if they were providing “essential 
services”. However, the president of South Africa announced the R500 Billion stimulus 
relief package as an alternative and to be a safety net for the South Africans, businesses, and 
sports inter alia to find solace and continue their functions under the nationwide lockdown 
due to COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 is an unprecedented pandemic that has changed 
the livelihoods of the people and significantly affected the businesses. The funding of the 
SMEs is of a paramount importance because, they are part of a business segments that 
contribute significantly to employment creation and boosting the local economy. The paper 
uses a literature-based methodology, which heavily relies on literature to critique COVID-19 
stimulus package. Therefore, the paper draws a conclusion that the SMEs did not receive 
sufficient funding from the government. Therefore, the paper recommends the vigorous role 
of the support organizations which would assist the SMEs during and post COVID-19.
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Introduction

Corona Virus abbreviated as, COVID-19 is pneumonia pandemic, instigated by the  
Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome (SARS) and an unprecedented pandemic that 
has halted many lives and livelihoods of South Africans and around the world 
(Muniyappa & Gubbi, 2020). It has paused business operations, led to massive 
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retrenchments of the people, amplified unemployment statistics, exacerbated 
starvations, and famine to the vulnerable people, worsened the economic status of 
the countries and massacred people (Spinelli & Pellino, 2020). This pandemic shaped 
how the world operates and countries globally were put under duress to adopt to 
what is normally referred to as “The new normal”. The “new normal” meant that 
people could not gather in large numbers; that people should observe social distance 
of about 1.5 meters; that the curfew was introduced to restrict the movement of 
the people; that only essential workers and enterprises were permitted to operate; 
that people should wear their masks on public spaces amongst others. However, 
COVID-19 is known to have originated from China in the city of Wuhan in December 
2019 (World Health Organization, 2020). It started as an outbreak before it could 
spread rapidly and quickly to become an international crisis that is now called a 
pandemic (Balkhair, 2020; Hange, 2020). This spread is as a result of China not acting 
quickly and swiftly to contain and manage the virus. However, there are speculations 
and conspiracy theories regarding the virus about its origin. The speculations include 
amongst others that, the virus emanates from the bat populations (WHO, 2020) and 
the conspiracy theories that the virus is manufactured in a Chinese lab in 2019 with an 
aim and targeting to kill the people of United State of America (USA). Such theories 
and speculations remain unfounded and baseless. The COVID-19 vaccine is going 
to challenge the experience and expertise of scientists in the field of health science 
to manufacture it and will take a while. The COVID-19 pandemic could be related 
to H1-N1 Spanish flu that occurred in 1918-1919s in which it infected 500 million 
people and killed approximately 50 million people, but others argue that the number 
of deaths reached 100 million (Taubenberger & Morens, 2006; Wheaton, Abramowitz, 
Berman, Fabricant & Olatunji, 2012; Tsoucalas, Kousoulis, Sgantzos, 2016). However, 
COVID-19 has provided an opportunity for other government official to steal and 
satisfy their own personal needs in South Africa. This decorum is as a result of 
malfeasance, poor ethics, humility and morals amongst the public servant to serve 
the nation with dignity and pride. Meanwhile, the pandemic is a tragedy to the poor 
people who were affected terribly by the repercussions of COVID-19 in South Africa.

2. The State of “Looting” in South Africa During and Post COVID-19 Pandemic 

In this paper, “looting” is a word that is used to characterize the state of sinister 
deeds that are happening in the government. The paper deliberately avoids using 
the word corruption with a believe that “corruption” is a sugar-quoted word that 
sounds very romantic and mellifluous; hence the officialdom becomes attached like 
hand-in-glove in practising corrupt conducts (Zekos, 2004; Tkachenko, Yakovlev & 
Kuznetsova, 2017). In this case the “looting” becomes a more pertinent and suitable 
word that characterizes the dire and tragic state of corruption in south Africa. 
Therefore, one could make an incontrovertible and irrefutable analysis that looting 
is related to a Revolution Per Minute (RPM) phenomenon wherein, it has become a 
tradition for the bureaucrats to partake in illegal and malicious acts (Dion, 2010b).  A 
revolution per minute looting connotes that the misfortune and poverty has become 
so rife and deepened especially to those who resides in the ghettos and rural areas 
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with no decent living conditions. This situation (COVID-19) is unpalatable for the 
people more especially after the democratic dispensation and that the country should 
urgently declare a state of national calamity as a result. The persistence of looting is 
a conundrum that directly affect the lives of the proletariat who sleeps without food, 
who give birth at home because the hospitals or clinics are inaccessible, who does not 
have proper house, who does not have water and electricity necessarily because a 
person called “a government official” has looted the money meant for basic services 
to the people (Tkachenko, Yakovlev & Kuznetsova, 2017). This are the hardships that 
the people of south Africa continue to endure as a result of mass-scale looting by 
public servants.
Looting has become a rocket-fuelled catastrophe during the period of COVID-19 
which led to the provocation of people’s minds and thoughts. When a South African 
ponders about getting a better life, the government always dishearten and dismay 
their hopes because of public servants’ arrogance and continuous looting of state 
coffers which is meant for social and economic funding (Martin & Solomon, 2016; 
Innes, 2016). The prevalence of looting drags South Africa backwards without a proper 
direction and a loss of socio-economic activities which could boost the economy 
(Zekos, 2004; Selelo & Manamela, 2018). Looting has killed the potential dream of 
the South Africans to live in utopia and perhaps aggravated by the high levels of 
poverty and inequalities in the country.  This tendency of looting has led to the public 
turmoil which has been under the spotlight in different media platforms (Prabowo 
& Cooper, 2016). Looting has become part of the Deoxyribonucleic Acid (DNA) 
amongst the public officials who continue to undermine the dignity of the ordinary 
people in the country. Apparently, this tendency has become palpable during the 
crisis of COVID-19 pandemic wherein, the public has witnessed a diabolical decorum 
of the public officials who have turned their behaviour to be tantamount to that of a 
goons’ person (Purcell, 2016). Hence, the behaviour of the goon’s person is such that 
they do not think of other people’s needs and wants. The goon’s behaviour is driven 
by a narcissist, pomposity and self-aggrandizement tendency who engage in sinister 
activities. However, the mass-scale looting by the government officials has become a 
milieu which is unpalatable and could possibly be called a crime against humanity 
essentially because ordinary people are dying as a result (Prabowo & Cooper, 2016). 
Seemingly, COVID-19 has provided an opportunity for the officialdom to use it for 
self-enrichment. Perhaps if such individuals who steal the government resources and 
people’s taxes could do so in a “Robbin Hood” style could have been better. However, 
there is no reason or a justification whatsoever that a mass-scale looting could be seen 
as “holier-than-thou” because it is wicked in nature. 
During a nationwide lockdown in South Africa, the people have witnessed how 
looting has been deeply rooted in the public servants. This includes stealing of 
COVID-19 stimulus package, were PPE contracts were awarded to people who are 
connected to government officials, that political patronage became a focal point of 
doing business with the government; people were given shacks during the lockdown 
and inflated prices of PPEs (Dion, 2010; Moche, 2020). Such behaviour should be 
rejected with the contempt they deserve because now it has become more vivid that 
looting is epitomized by the COVID-19 pandemic. COVID-19 is now an enterprise 
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that is turned out to be a looting spree for the bureaucrats. Looting has become 
institutionalized that in every sphere of government something should go wrong in 
the name of looting. The government is perceived to be marred and is swimming in a 
pool of corruption through the polluted and greedy behaviour of the public servants 
(Purcell, 2016). Looting was amplified due to ineffective and defunct government 
to vigorously prosecute those who are implicated in corrupt elements. However, 
during COVID-19 the country has witnessed a high level of unemployment wherein, 
approximately 2.2 million jobs were lost as the repercussions of the pandemic (Isilow, 
2020). This is exacerbated by a massive retrenchment from different companies that 
experienced liquidity as a result of the pandemic. This meant that people were left 
stranded with no stable and sustainable income and poverty became the order of the 
day to the ordinary people. These elements and acts of looting are likely to persist 
post COVID-19 because of poor leadership from the government to deal with those 
who are implicated decisively. 

3. The Cases of Looting in Relation to The Stimulus Package Relief Fund 

This theme cement and solidifies the latter theme with the controversial circumstances 
of looting by government officials and politicians. To rubberstamp the persistence 
looting of stimulus package of covid-19 relief fund, the paper provides the reader 
with the provocative and widely spread of looting of R500 billion within the 
government departments (Moche, 2020; AGSA, 2020; Bhorat & Kohler, 2020). The 
perpetrators of looting who are the government officials, have been blatantly and 
deliberately found solace in hijacking the emergency mechanisms which were put in 
place by the government to serve as safety-nets and deal with COVID-19 pandemic 
in South Africa (Bhorat & Kohler, 2020). Consequently, the spectators who are the 
ordinary people were found to be in sorrows, affliction, suffering and have been 
directly affected by the diabolical decorum of the public servants. Unfortunately, such 
measures put in place became an opportunity for the government officials to partake 
in a nest of a mass scale looting (AGSA, 2020). The measures that were introduced 
to deal with COVID-19 pandemic includes the R500-billion stimulus relief package 
amongst others. The package was used for different reasons which included that free 
food parcels should be given to the needy people, establishment of a Social Relief 
of Distress (SRD) grant to the unemployed people and the Temporary Employer/
Employee Relief Scheme (TERS) inter alia, to the people whose their salaries would be 
affected as a result of the pandemic (AGSA, 2020). The government also introduced and 
published procurement regulations which serves as a guideline in the procurement 
of the products and services. Meanwhile, thieving and greedy tendencies amongst 
the government officials with long hands managed to dip their hands deeper into 
the stimulus package to steal from the poor and the vulnerable people. This paper 
brings the attention of the reader to be cognisant of different looting outrages from 
the government officials.
The nefarious acts by political chameleon individuals who changes their behaviour 
and bend administrative principles of governance have turned the government into 
ungovernable space. The scuffle and confused individuals, with no sense of direction 
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and humility, within government departments continue to haunt the ability and 
capacity of government in delivering the services to the people (Dion, 2010). This 
behaviour is exacerbated by people who think they are “political ghosts” who can 
influence with malicious intentions, the supply-chain processes for their own selfish 
benefits. The stimulus package relief fund is a victim of such individuals, which has 
been abused to the core to satisfy the ego of certain individuals in government. The 
ostentatiousness and infamous public servants have found COVID-19 as an attractive 
phenomenon to engage in thievery which undermines the indigent people of the 
country (Dion, 2010). The indigent people were prone to the looting of stimulus 
package by the officialdom during COVID-19 pandemic. 

3.1. Distribution of Food Parcels 
The destitute people in South Africa were directly affected by the pandemic with no 
food to eat nor practise their normal livelihood diversification to put food on the table. 
In an attempt to salvage hunger situation, the government introduced food parcels 
to be distributed to the needy people through SASSA during the pandemic. In that, 
SASSA was said to be receiving approximately 900 call per hour from hungry people 
to demand and inquire about food parcels (Moche, 2020). The volume of calls was too 
high such that some of the calls did not get through the line. However, shortly after 
the program of food parcels was initiated, various reports of allegation of corruption 
of food parcels prevailed. The greediness of individuals from different political 
parties who serve in government offices were alleged to have been distribution food 
parcels based on their preferences to their spouses, political members, friends and 
families (Moche, 2020). Then poor people who had no political connection to the 
political leaders in government were side-lined and left peckish. Such biasness in the 
conveyance of food parcels was met with criticisms across all segments of the society 
and calling for stricter punishment to those found implicated is such corruption.

3.2. Personal Protective Equipment 
Looting has found its way in the Eastern Cape Province wherein the provincial 
government was questioned on several allegations of corruption. Such allegations 
includes inter alia the usage of a guest house which is owned by a politician’s 
daughter as an isolation area, inappropriate procurement of sanitizers and the 
scooter project (Moche, 2020). The scooter project was given a task of moving people 
who are COVID-19 positive. That project has milked the provincial department of 
health approximately R10 million (Moche, 2020). That was a blatant route used to 
create a room for the opportunist’s political individuals to abuse their powers to 
profit from the taxpayer’s money. However, few months later, the minister of health 
Dr Zweli Mkhize vehemently lambasted that the project was not suitable for carrying 
the patients.
It has been alleged that PPE tenders valued for more that R1 billion went into the hands 
of the politically connected people (Medical Brief, 2020). This was given to about 22 
businesses, car washing businesses, pubs and bakeries inter alia and such businesses 
had no experience in the health-related matters (Medical Brief, 2020). Meanwhile, the 
provincial department of health in Limpopo has spent an aggregate of R334 million 
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from the unlicensed suppliers (Myburgh, 2020). This obviously provided a space 
for corrupt activities and illegal awarding of PPE tenders. Moreover, the provincial 
departments of health in different provinces spent a lot of portion of their money to 
unlicensed suppliers, North West spent 94%, Kwazulu-Natal with 78% and Free State 
with 82% (Myburgh, 2020).
A nest of corruption and office politics is fast becoming a national calamity and a 
misfortune to South African democracy (Selelo & Manamela, 2018). Recent reports 
by different journalists alleges a deepening of corruption and squandering of R500 
Billion stimulus package by different political heads (Myburgh, 2020; Rampedi, 
2020). Sunday independent revealed that R2.2 billion was awarded to Royal Bhaca 
project that had no experience and record for medical issues, received a tender for the 
purpose of delivering PPEs from the provincial Member of Executive Council (MEC) 
of Health Department, in five days just after President Ramaphosa announced the 
lockdown (Rampedi, 2020). How ironic is it that for a person to receive such a tender 
within five days? Is there a friendship? Who is benefiting? As if that was not enough, 
the department of health had a list of the prices in as far as the PPEs are concerned, 
as it listed that the government cannot buy a mask that cost more than R12 each, but 
for the nature of narcissistic and opportunist individuals the prices were inflated to 
R58 each mask (Rampedi, 2020). The provincial department of social development 
in Kwazulu-Natal squandered more than R30 million on PPEs and blankets (Moche, 
2020; Rampedi, 2020). Corruption is so rife and skyrocketing as some individuals 
who have a thirst and with a zeal to quench such a thirst for stealing received a 
tender for door-to-door COVID-19 awareness campaign with a cost of R4.8 million 
(Rampedi, 2020). COVID-19 is all over social media and everywhere, there is no need 
for tender, at least that money could have assisted and benefited the small businesses 
and unemployed people trough SRD grant of R350 or even increase it to R500 per 
individual. These are some of the cases that are cynosure and surely there are more 
of such corrupt acts nationwide which are muted. 

4. Grants Receival from the Government to the People and Businesses 

The point of departure is to bring under the spotlight, the mismanagement and 
negligence of the SRD grants from the South African Social Security Agency (SASSA). 
During the pandemic, the president has announced that the unemployed people 
would receive a social relief of distress which amounts of R350 to the unemployed 
people (AGSA, 2020). The application of this grant was done through different 
methods which include amongst others, through an SMS, internet and Email. The 
disbursement of this grant was done mostly through the post office and the banks. 
The SRD grant was welcomed and appreciated by many people who had no source 
of income to survive under the nationwide lockdown. With this grant, people were at 
least being able to purchase the necessities of life such as food to feed their families. 
But unfortunately, some poor and vulnerable people did not receive the money as 
their applications were rejected (Mzekandaba, 2020). But surprisingly, people who 
are on the payroll of the government applied for the SRD grant and they were paid 
the money (AGSA, 2020). Perhaps this is precisely because of the poor administration 
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in the department of social development. But the nefarious and thieving behaviour 
has led to a point were some unemployed and vulnerable people not able to receive 
the money (Mzekandaba, 2020). The latter point is corroborated by the Auditor-
General of South Africa (AGSA) that R30 000 was paid out to the government 
employees (AGSA, 2020). Mathematically this means approximately R10500 000 was 
spent on government employees, the Unemployed Insurance Fund (UIF) recipients 
and other government pension recipients. The Auditor-General cited a reason that 
the inadequacy of the Information Technology (IT) systems, poor internal controls, 
weak supply chain processes provided a leeway and an opportunity for looting and 
corruption behaviours (AGSA, 2020; Mzekandaba, 2020). This money could have 
really assisted poor people and small businesses, but the egoistic megalomania 
fuelled by stealing behaviour denied poor people to access the necessities of life. This 
is just a screenshot of what has transpired with the stimulus package because a lot of 
millions were lost in the process. 
The UIF also became under the spotlight wherein, the acts of corruption were brough 
to the attention of the public. It appears that in South Africa, the adage “where there is 
money there is corruption” becomes the daily bread for the officialdom. Necessarily 
because, the acts of corruption are skyrocketing at a speed of an electricity. The 
AGSA’s report indicates that the UIF has disbursed over R37 billion in TERS benefits 
(AGSA, 2020). The AGSA (2020) notes that there were duplicate payments and that 
some payments were approved before the date of the application. However, there 
are cases that big companies did not pay their employees their portion of their UIF 
benefits. This has led to the UIF appointing the team of auditors to investigate such 
acts of corruption wherein the employers are accused of taking money meant for their 
workers and to a broader scale the companies were allegedly loaning the money to 
their employees illegally (ENCA, 2020). The names of the companies are undisclosed 
due to private issues. This is also to demonstrate that corruption does not happen in 
the government only, but it also happens in the private sector.

5. Small and Micro Enterprises in Relation to COVID-19 Pandemic: What 
Happened?

The micro enterprises are normally not given sufficient attention as the should be 
from the government. The Small and Micro Enterprises (SMEs) were given a small 
portion of money for their survival under the nationwide lockdown. The amount 
which was allocated to the small businesses was approximately R500 million (SA 
News, 2020). The SMEs represent a significant portion of money that boost the local 
economy in township and rural areas. They serve as an engine for economic growth 
and development for the rural and township dwellers. These types of businesses 
are part of the livelihood diversification strategy for people in rural areas (Meso 
and Manamela, 2015). However, the SMEs face common challenges such as lack 
of financial resources, poor skills and knowledge and poor infrastructure amongst 
others (Maloka, 2013). The SMEs such as the street hawkers, internet café, bakery, 
farming, hair salons, brick manufactures, tavern, and electronic repairs were hit hard 
by COVID-19 pandemic. Hence, the owners of those businesses did not generate 
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any income nor received any form of a bail out or received scant subsidy from 
the government during the lockdown. These challenges were exacerbated by the 
nationwide lockdown as a result of COVID-19. The ignorance, obliviousness and 
biasness of the government in providing a relief fund to the SMEs was and is still 
remains a rigmarole. Essentially, the government paid billions of rands to rescue the 
big corporation and circumvented the SMEs in the process.  

6. Where to from Here? 

It is incontrovertible to note that the second pandemic is corruption after COVID-19 
pandemic. Unequivocally, corruption is an opportunity for individuals during this 
trying times. When people are dying during this fiasco, others are making profits 
from this tragedy. This comes after a massive corruption and looting of the stimulus 
package by the comrades and camaraderie’s of the governing party. Following the 
allegations of corruption in relation to the stimulus package, the president appointed 
the Special Investigating Unit (SIU) to investigate any form of alleged corruption 
in any government entity. The process of the SIU is too long, once they finish their 
investigation a lot of money would be stolen. What exacerbate the dilemma is that 
the SIU does not have the powers to prosecute but make mere recommendations to 
the president. The president in his prerogative then decides to publish the report or 
not, or even to temper with the findings of the report if anything implicates him of 
any corruption. 
The “Hollywood” style of arresting by the HAWKS with the assistance of the National 
Prosecuting Authority (NPA) has attracted the attention of the public. Perhaps this 
style of arresting people should be normalized and with a prima facie evidence. The 
vigorous and enthusiastic role played by the HAWKS in their investigations should 
be hailed by the public and other law enforcement agencies. Henceforth, the law 
enforcement agencies should at least activate their biting powers to and channel 
more resources towards fighting corruption and root out the malicious activities in 
the government institution. The philosophy that those in the position of authority 
(executive) makes utterances that they will fight corruption with all that they have, 
appears to be fallacious and inconsistent. 
The indispensable role played by the SMEs in the economy could not be overlooked in 
enhancing the local economy. The paper concludes that the SMEs did not get sufficient 
money from the stimulus relief package because of squandering of money by the 
officialdom. The small businesses should get a large porting of financial assistance 
from the government institutions for their survival. The government institutions that 
should provide support to the SMEs include but not limited to the National Youth 
Development Agency (NYDA), Small Enterprise Development Agency (SEDA), and 
Economic Development Department. These support agencies structures should not 
only give financial assistance to the SMEs, but also provide financial workshops, 
symposiums about the management of finances. The support agencies should also 
track and trace how the money is being used in the small businesses to ensure 
accountability and transparency. 



Vol. 5 No. 2
June, 2021

European Journal of Economics, Law and Social Sciences 
IIPCCL Publishing, Graz-Austria

ISSN 2519-1284
Acces online at www.iipccl.org

558

References

Auditor General of South Africa (AGSA). 2020. Report. First special report on the financial 
management of the government’s COVID-19 initiatives. Pretoria: Government Printers.
Balkhair, A.A. 2020. COVID-19 Pandemic: A new chapter in the history of infectious diseases. 
Oman Medical Journal, 35(2): 123.
Bhorat, H. & Kohler, T. 2020. The new Covid-19 social relief of distress grant: Understanding 
who it reached. From: https://www.dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-09-30-the-new-covid-19-
social-relief-of-distress-grant-understanding-who-it-reached/ (accessed, 8/11/2020).
Dion, M. 2010. What is corruption corrupting? A philosophical viewpoint. Journal of Money 
Laundering Control, 13(1): 45-54.
ENCA. 2020. COVID-19 fund: UIF shocked at big companies not paying workers. from: 
https://www.enca.com/news/covid-19-fund-uif-shocked-big-companies-not-paying-workers 
(accessed, 14/11/2020).
Hange, V.B. 2020. A narrative literature review of global pandemic novel coronavirus disease 
2019 (COVID-19): epidemiology, virology, potential drug treatments. Arch Med, 12(3): 9. 
Innes, A. 2016. Corporate state capture in open societies: The emergence of corporate brokerage 
party systems. East European Politics and Societies, 30(3): 594-620.
Isilow, H. 2020. South Africa sheds 2.2 million jobs in 2nd quarter. From: https://www.aa.com.
tr/en/africa/south-africa-sheds-22-million-jobs-in-2nd-quarter/1990148 (accessed, 14/11/2020).
Maloka, C.M. 2013. The contribution of small, medium and micro enterprises towards local 
economic development in Mankweng Township, Limpopo Province. Masters’ dissertation. 
University of Limpopo, Limpopo.
Martin, M.E. & Solomon, H. 2016. Understanding the phenomenon of “State Capture” in 
South Africa. Southern African, (21): 21-34.
Medical Brief. 2020. SARS: Pandemic tenderers for PPE mostly not tax compliant. From: 
https://www.medicalbrief.co.za/archives/sars-pandemic-tenderers-for-ppe-mostly-not-tax-
compliant/ (accessed, 12/11/2020).
Meso, K.K. & Manamela, M.G. 2015. Analysis of micro-enterprises and their contributions towards 
income poverty reduction in South Africa. SAAPAM 4th Annual Conference Proceedings – 
Limpopo Chapter, 549-560.
Moche, P. 2020. TIMELINE: COVID-19 food parcels, PPE corruption timeline. From: https://
www.sabcnews.com/sabcnews/timeline-covid-19-food-parcels-ppe-corruption-timeline/ 
(accessed, 13/11/2020).
Muniyappa, R. & Gubbi, S. 2020. COVID-19 pandemic, coronaviruses, and diabetes mellitus. 
American Journal of Physiology-Endocrinology and Metabolism, 318(5): 736-741.
Myburgh, P.L. 2020. SA’s R2bn unlicensed emergency PPE bombshell. From: https://www.
dailymaverick.co.za/article/2020-10-02-sas-r2bn-unlicensed-emergency-ppe-bombshell/  
(accessed, 13/11/2020).
Mzekandaba, S. 2020. Weak’ government IT systems enabled COVID-19 corruption, says 
auditor-general. from: https://www.itweb.co.za/content/rW1xL759Y6b7Rk6m. (accessed, 
6/11/2020).
Prabowo, H.Y. & Cooper, K. 2016. Re-understanding corruption in the Indonesian public 
sector through three behavioral lenses. Journal of Financial Crime, 23(4): 1028-1062
Purcell, A.J. 2016. Australian local government corruption and misconduct. Journal of Financial 
Crime, 23(1):102-118.
Rampedi, P. 2020. Under the spotlight: The MEC’s wife, Diko and a R125m PPE contract. From: 
https://www.iol.co.za/sundayindependent/news/under-the-spotlight-the-mecs-wife-diko-



European Journal of Economics, Law and Social Sciences 
IIPCCL Publishing, Graz-Austria

Vol. 5 No. 2
June, 2021

ISSN 2519-1284
Acces online at www.iipccl.org

559

and-a-r125m-ppe-contract-06eb0951-4b22-402e-9110-cdd247e29102. (accessed, 8/11/2020).
South African News. 2020. R513 million relief fund for SMMEs. From: https://www.sanews.
gov.za/south-africa/r513-million-relief-fund-smmes (accessed, 14/11/2020).
Selelo M.E. & Manamela M.G. 2018. Redeeming the splendor of Africa from its Deadly Zone: 
A Case of South Africa. The 3rd Annual International Conference on Public Administration 
and Development Alternatives, 04 - 06 July 2018, Stellenbosch University, Saldahna Bay, South 
Africa. 615-621.
Spinelli, A. & Pellino, G. 2020. COVID-19 pandemic: perspectives on an unfolding crisis. The 
British journal of surgery.
Taubenberger, J.K. & Morens, D.M. 2006. 1918 Influenza: the mother of all pandemics. Revista 
Biomedica, 17(1): 69-79.
Tkachenko, A., Yakovlev, A. & Kuznetsova, A. 2017. Sweet deals: State-owned enterprises, 
corruption and repeated contracts in public procurement. Economic Systems, 41(1):52-67.
Tsoucalas, G., Kousoulis, A. & Sgantzos, M., 2016. The 1918 Spanish Flu Pandemic, the Origins 
of the H1N1-virus Strain, a Glance in History. European Journal of Clinical and Biomedical 
Sciences, 2(4), pp.23-28.
Wheaton, M.G., Abramowitz, J.S., Berman, N.C., Fabricant, L.E & Olatunji, B.O. 2012. 
Psychological predictors of anxiety in response to the H1N1 (swine flu) pandemic. Cognitive 
Therapy and Research, 36(3): 210-218.
World Health Organization (WHO). 2020. Coronavirus disease 2019 (COVID-19) situation 
Report, 94. From: https://www.who.int/docs/default-source/coronaviruse/situation-
reports/20200423-sitrep-94-covid-19.pdf (accessed, 13/11/2020).


