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Abstract

This article aims to analyse the common features of Besa Movement party in North Macedonia 
and Vetëvendosje movement party in Kosovo. These political parties have been selected for 
study as they were new anti-establishment parties in their establishment moment. The time 
frame for identifying the commonalities is the year of their participation in the elections for 
the first time, respectively 2010 for the Vetëvendosje Movement and the year 2016 for the 
Besa movement. Both of them were movement party. Analysing their discourse and political 
action it can be stated that these parties in the year of its establishment did not have a certain 
set of values and attitudes that could classify them to the left or right ideology, respectively. 
The Besa Movement party and Vetëvendosje movement party have been parties which have 
used in their political discourse their establishment as a necessity due to lack of representation 
of citizens from the traditional parties. Theseparties were political parties that represented 
the ethnic group of Albanians. They were parties that were mainly based on the youth social 
category and intellectuals.  The methodology for this article is based on the qualitative approach 
and secondary data’s, mainly data resources taken from the Vetevendosje Movement and Besa 
Movement party.
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Introduction

In a post-communist system of political parties as is Kosovo and North-Macedonia 
after the ’90-s, which have not a long history on pluralist party system, new political 
parties are important actors in the party systems. The role of new political parties can 
change the configuration of the party system in cases of an electoral success or their 
role can be marginal but can still have their importance in representing new social 
groups. On new political parties there are a lot of theories and definitions and also 
there are a lot of ambiguities. Simon Hug defines new political party as a ‘genuinely 
new organization that appoints, for the first time,  candidates  at  a  general  election  to  
the  system‘s  representative  assembly’. (Hug, 2001, p.14–15). Allan Sikk defines new 
political parties ‘as  parties  that  are  not  successors  to  any  previous  parliamentary  
parties,  have  a  novel  name  and  structure,  and do not have any important figures from past 
democratic politics among their major members’. (Sikk, 2005, p.399). Shlomit Barnea and 
Gideon Rahat define a new party ‘as a party that has a new label and that no more than  
half  of  its  top  candidates  (top  of  candidate  list  or  safe  districts)  originate from a single 
former party.’ (Barnea – Rahat, 2011, p. 311).
Vetëvendosje Movement and Besa Movement in Macedonia will be subject of analyses 
in this article considering that both of them have not originated from any other 
subject and also the most part of it members have not been part of other parties and 
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were appointed for the first time. Vetëvendosje Movement entered the 2010 general 
elections as a civic list in a coalition with two parties, whose program was national 
unification with Albania (Ejupi & Qavdarbasha, 2011, p. 22). In these elections, 
referring to the Central Election Commission of Kosovo, Vetëvendosje Movement 
received 88,852 votes, or 12.69% of the votes and specifically 14 seats. (CEC, 2010, p.2).
Referring to elections in North Macedonia in the 2016 year there must be stated that 
there were two attempts to hold early elections on 24th of April and 5th of June 2016, 
but the elections were held on 11th of December 2016. In the elections of December 
2016, Besa Movement participated for the first time in these elections as a political 
party and gained 5 mandates (Veljanova, 2016, p. 129).

Analysing its structure as political parties it can be stated that one important 
common feature of these new political parties was the fact that they proclaimed to 
be party and movement on the same time which can be seen also from their name 
designation

For Vetëvendosje Movement it can be stated that although 2010 is considered as the 
establishment year as a political party it has a long activity as a social movement 
since 1997 and also after the participation in elections it still proclaimed to be a 
movement party. The origin of  this political party lies in numerous activities and 
actions of KAN (Action Network for Kosovo), which aimed to create an active citizen 
in Kosovo, dedicated to the promotion of universal values in the field of human 
rights and freedoms, equality and social justice.(History of the Self-Determination 
Movement, p.1). On 10th of June 2004, with whistles of pipes, music and red cards, 
in protest of Resolution 1244 and on the occasion of its 5th anniversary, over 1,000 
protesters around the UNMIK building declared themselves Citizens and activists.
This protest represented the conceptual origin of what is known today as the 
Vetëvendosje Movement! (History of the Self-Determination Movement, p.1). On 12th 
of June 2005, the slogans “No Negotiation - Vetëvendosje!” were written on the walls 
around UNMIK headquarters, marking the definitive advancement of KAN in the 
Vetëvendosje Movement (History of the Self-Determination Movement, p.1). For the 
period from 2005-2010 Vetëvendosje Movement has organised a lot of activities all 
over the country against decentralisation, against negotiations with Serbia, a protest 
outside the Security Council of UN for the self-determination of Kosovo. (History of 
the Self-Determination Movement, p1-3).Vetëvendosje movement has taken initiatives 
not only against UNMIK, but also against the EU Rule of Law Mission (EULEX) after 
the 2008 declaration of independence (Yabanci, 2016, p. 24).Vetëvendosje movement 
participated for the first time, in the national elections of 12th December 2010 in 
Kosovo, which marks the moment of turn of it to a political party. Regarding the 
participation in the elections, in the leaflet of this political subject is stated that ‘We 
have decided to participate in the elections after the democratic debate that we have held within 
the movement during these five months.This does not mean that we will be transformed into a 
political party.No way.We will remain a political movement and maintain the same objectives, 
and participating in these elections is just one more way towards our goals.’(Vetëvendosje 
Leaflet, no. 204, 2010 a, June 25).On 12th of June 2010, it was announced by its leader 
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Kurti that in addition to the outside institutions strategy, we will also engage within the 
institutions, we will attach the ways within the institutions to our extra-institutional strategy 
(Kurti, 2020, standard newspaper, p. 1).
Besa movement as Vetëvendosje Movement proclaimed to be a party and a movement, 
with the difference that from the first announcement to the public on 22nd of November 
2014 Besa presented itself as party and a movement in the same time.According to 
this political subject, its originality was based on three pillars that were the leitmotif 
of this organization which were described as the three great A’s, and their meaning 
is that Besa is Authentic, Autochthonous and Autonomous movement. Referring to 
the electoral program presented in the elections of 2016regarding its authenticity, it is 
clarified that Besa is an authentic movement - it stems from the real needs of the Albanians in 
Macedonia; The BESA movement is a typical Albanian political organization in Macedonia; 
It is not the same as any of the current Albanian political entities in Macedonia;  First is the 
Movement, not just the Party; This means that parties are political organizations that are 
created only to win elections, while movements can also be political organizations, but that 
do not have the primary goal of power, but above all, building a new system of social values; 
For the Movement, power is the means, not the end, while for the parties the end becomes 
power;(Political platform and electoral program for the parliamentary elections 
2016, 2016, p.22).From its establishment in 2014 Besa movement party initiated and 
organised two massive protests in cooperation with other civil society organizations 
and foundations exactly the protest of 13th of June 2015, which its leader Kasami, 
named it as an all-Albanian character protest (Zylbeari, 2015, e-article) and the other 
protest which was organised on 9th of May 2016 and in one of the declarations of it 
member Zeqirja Ibrahimi, is declared that the 9th of May protest is the first time that so 
many Albanians have gathered in Macedonia in an anti-government action against the ruling 
Albanian party (Ibrahimi, 2016, e-article). During these years of its activity until the 
participation in the elections for the first time, Besa Movement has publicly supported 
the civil protests organized against the government during April 2016 as well as the 
protest organized by LR-DPA (another opposition party), has supported the protest 
organised by the neighbourhood Dardania in Tetovo that demanded environmental 
welfare, also it has supported the protest of the inhabitants of the village Bukovic in 
the Municipality of Saraj, who protested for drinking water.

Regarding the ideology that Vetëvendosje Movement and Besa Movement 
represented it can be said that in their rhetoric and political action they had 
elements of both left and right ideology 

Vetëvendosje movement even though defined itself as a left ideology political 
organization had also nationalist elements in their program. Based on its program 
Vetëvendosje movement was committed to support the threatened strata with 
public social assistance systems, financed by a progressive tax system. Also in the 
program was added that the exclusion of a part of society is the exclusion of a part 
of opportunity. (Short political program of LVV, article 78, p. 36).Vetëvendosje 
movement in its program expressed its commitment to create the necessary space for 
equal engagement of women in the social, political and economic life of the country. 
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In the program was also stipulated that we are committed to the state to regulate by 
law, as well as to finance mechanisms that encourage equality between the sexes and 
different social strata. (LVV Short Political Program, Article 79, p. 36, 37). Regarding 
foreign policy issues, Vetëvendosje movement was clearly distinguished for the 
originality of the theses like that the state of Kosovo must have the right to join the 
Republic of Albania. (LVV Governance Alternative, p. 6)
Regarding the ideology of Besa movement it can be stated that its ideology has 
elements of right and left ideology. In its political program is stated that Besa 
movement is oriented as a conservative political organisation (Political Platform 
and election program for the parliamentary elections 2016, 2016, p. 15). Also, Besa 
movement with its program aimed to represent with social politics different social 
groups like custody parent, people with disabilities, pensioners, and farmers. This 
political subject tried to offer an original political option for every problem, not based 
on the traditional ideological framework, and their option was neither left or right, 
and this is also stated in a declarationmade by one its founder Afrim Gashi, which 
declared that ‘we are much closer to political theory, which speaks of the end of ideologies, 
and based on this theory, we think that at this time and in our circumstances it is impracticable 
and impossible to profile the ‘pure’ ideological right, the centreor left’. (Interview of Fatos 
Musliu with Afrim Gashi, 2014, article in Deutsche Welle).

Another common feature is that Besa movement and Vetëvendosja movement has 
represented itself as a necessity due to lack of representation of citizens from the 
traditional parties

Vetëvendosje movement aimed to represent the groups dissatisfied and disappointed 
by the main government and opposition parties. Ever since it was created as a 
movement, it has been articulated that the political ‘greatness’ of the parties in Kosovo 
and their leaders is really the result of their dizzying enrichment at the expense of 
the local population, overwhelmed by the difficult social and political situation as it 
is expressed in an article of Krasniqi that their wealth creates a veil (the black windows of 
their luxury cars) that makes it impossible for them to see the dire socio-economic situation 
and misery around them (Krasniqi, 2005, p. 3). According to Vetëvendosje Movement, 
the Government of Kosovo has become a spectator before the ethnic, institutional and 
territorial division of Kosovo. (Leaflet 129, 2009, page 1). In one of the articles of Agon 
Hamza activist of Vetëvendosje movement can be noted the approach of this subject 
against the position of the government and the opposition parties which implement 
right-wing policies. According to him, the Thaçi government exists as a negation of the 
left, because it is essentially right-wing; Meanwhile, Haradinaj’s populism invites us to an 
even more right-wing government, which means the government of the extreme right. The 
other name for far-right governments is fascist government. Whereas, in the socio-political 
conditions in which Kosovo is located, any party / government which is not left-wing is not 
far from being a fascist. (Hamza, 2010, page 1). Vetëvendosje movement, also criticized 
the large coalitions or as they were called “A Government of Giants” - the coalition 
of PDK and LDK, who according to it had failed with processes of major decision-
makers such as the ratification of the Border Agreement with Montenegro, the topic 
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of dialogue with Serbia, etc.
Also in the rhetoric of Besa Movement political party is that Besa movement is 
established as a necessity to articulate autonomously the interest of the Albanian 
community that was disappointed by the three main Albanian political parties, 
especially by BDI (Democratic Union for Integration). In Besa movement program 
is stated that the political history of the Albanians of Macedonia is (the PPD (Party 
for Democratic Prosperity) as an attempt to imitate the LDK (Democratic Union 
of Kosovo) which remained torn between cosmopolitan Yugoslavism and never-
ending nationalism); PDSH party (Democratic Party of Albanians) came as a liberal-
nationalist spirit with a projection from Kosovo, which in the first power degraded 
into a tender party, and the BDI (Democratic Union for Integration) as an ideologically 
Enver party, which was installed through the UÇK (National Liberation Army) war.
(Political platform and election program for the parliamentary elections 2016, 2016, p. 
33).In the first year of the Besa Movement’s activity in 2015 in Northern Macedonia, 
wiretaps were released to the public involving senior government officials, including 
BDI officials, and much of the Besa Movement’s political discourse articulated its 
stance on degrading policies of BDI and the lack of representation of Albanians by 
this subject which has been in power for 14 years since 2001.

Both Vetëvendosje movement and Besa movement represented the Albanian 
community, associating it with a rhetoric of respect toward other ethnic groups

In Vetëvevendosje movement program was stated that we are committed to affirm 
the national culture of Albanians as the majority of the population of Kosovo. It was 
added that at the same time, we are aware that national minorities live in Kosovo, and we 
are committed to the maximum cultural autonomy of these minorities.(Short Political 
Program of LVV, Article 97, p. 44). If we refer to Besa movement in North Macedonia 
in one of the declarations of Besa’s movement leader Kasami, was stated that Besa 
movement has been and remains an authentic, autochthonous and autonomous movement 
of the Albanians of Macedonia (Zeqiri interview, 2019, Drejt/Mk portal) and also in the 
program of Besa Movement was stated that it is an authentic movement because it 
stems from the real needs of the Albanians in Macedonia. (Political platform and 
election program for the parliamentary elections 2016, 2016, p.22-23.But even though 
Besa movement represented Albanian community in North Macedonia in their 
rhetoric was stated that with Redefinition platform for the state of North Macedonia 
that would produce a symmetric and stable state, that would represent the social 
reality of the population and would create stability, would be a representation of all 
the population considering that this symmetric state would be in favor for all. 

Both this political parties represented different social groups but it must be stated 
that considering their member participation and political articulationit can be 
noted that it raised their identity as youth and intellectuals parties
 
Vetëvendosje movement should be credited with being the first party to mobilize a 
new mass of the population without being associated with extraordinary events such 
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as the war (Beha 2017, pp. 211-212). In an analysis of Delafrouz is stated that the new 
activists in contrast to the old activists are characterized as not having started the 
political journey until they joined Vetëvendosje movement. It is added thata large 
number of young activists referred to the ‘Boycott of Serbian Products’ campaign held 
in the summer of 2006 when asked what made them join the movement.(Delafrouz, 
p. 14).Vetëvendosje movement intended to represent politically and institutionally 
the social groups that have been cooperative and supportive since its inception as 
a movement, such as the students group and with this social groups Vetëvendosje 
movement has participated in student protests or has organized university protests 
with them. (Delafrouz, p. 9).
Also Besa movement when was established was proclaimed that party members were 
not involved with any scandal and as was stated by its leader Kasami the members are 
considered ‘politically clean’ (Zeqiri interview with Besa’s leader Bilal Kasami, Drejt/
Mk portal) or as was stated by on of founders Gashi,  those who are in “Besa”today are 
personalities who have not been participants in the high state echelons, where they may have 
made harmful decisions for Albanians and other citizens of this country’. (Fatos Musliu 
interview, 2014, article in Deutsche Welle). Also, in another interview, Besa’s leader 
Kasami argued that ‘Besa Movement is an initiative of the intellectual youth of the Albanians 
of Macedonia, the dominant part of the Movement are young people, who have experience in 
the civil sector, are established in their profession and have a professional background and a 
very strong ethical and moral background and also added that for young people the Besa 
Movement has a plan, a project, an idea to do their political education as the other parties 
have so far failed since have placed in key positions unprepared people both professionally and 
politically ‘ (Beqir Sina interview for Bilal Kasami, 2015, Albanian Culture Television 
New York). An important part of the Besa Movement, according to this subject were 
the various intellectuals in the country (analysts, publicists, experts) as was stated by 
its leader Kasami, intellectuals although may not be formal members of the Besa Movement 
are very important to Besa Movement because from 2014Besa movement is in constant 
consultation with them who through their expertise and their criticism, feeling at a distance, 
observe the political activity of the Besa Movement and guide and criticize it by bringing the 
Besa Movement on the right path (Beqir Sina interview for Bilal Kasami, 2015, Albanian 
Culture Television New York.
As a conclusion it must be stated that this two political parties even though in two 
different states respectively in Kosovo and North Macedonia and established as 
political parties respectively in 2010 and 2014 represented two new political parties 
for the political system of Kosovo and North Macedonia. Both of them from the 
moment of establishment were movements, and in case of Vetëvendosje Movement it 
was transformed in political party and in case of Besa Movement it announced itself 
as a movement and a party from the establishment. In both cases it can be stated 
that both of them didn’t have a clear set of values and attitudes that could classify 
them in the left or right ideology. They both proclaimed to represent the Albanian 
community and within this community to represent the unrepresented electorate 
from the traditional parties. Also it can be said that both of them created their identity 
as youth and intellectual parties. 



Vol. 5 No. 2
June, 2021

European Journal of Economics, Law and Social Sciences 
IIPCCL Publishing, Graz-Austria

ISSN 2519-1284
Acces online at www.iipccl.org

510

References 

Hug, Simon (2001): Altering Party Systems: Strategic Behaviour and the Emergence of New 
Political Parties in Western Democracies. University of Michigan Press.
Sikk, Allan (2005): How Unstable? Volatility and the Genuinely New Parties in Eastern Europe. 
European Journal of Political Research 44: 391–412.
Barnea, Shlomit – Rahat, Gideon (2011): Out with the Old, In with the „New“: What Constitutes 
a New Party? Party Politics 17(3): 303–320.
 Vetëvendosje Leafleat, nr. 204, 2010 a, 25th of  june.
Beha, Adem, 2017. Mes stabilitetit dhe demokratizimit, Zgjedhjet, partitë politike dhe 
demokracia brendapartiake në Kosovë, Prishtinë: CPC & FES. 
Ghazal Delafrouz, ‘Vetevendosje A minor field study of the Kosovo Albanian resistance 
movement’, Lund University, Department of Political Science marrë nga:
https://lup.lub.lu.se/luur/download?func=downloadFile&recordOId=1405441&fileO
Id=1414996
Internet resources
Historiku i Lëvizjes Vetëvendosje:
https://www.vetevendosje.org/wpcontent/uploads/2019/01/Historik_i_LevizjesVETE 
VENDOSJE1494292852.pdf
Yabanci Bilge, Populism and Anti-Establishment Politics in Kosovo: A Case Study of Lëvizja 
Vetëvendosje, Istituto Affari Internazionali (IAI), Rome, Italy Centre for Policy and Research 
on Turkey, London, UK, marrë nga:
http://www.suedosteuropa.uni-graz.at/cse/en/yabanci Contemporary Southeastern Europe, 
2016, 3(2), 17-43  
Political Platform and election program for the parliamentary elections 2016, 2016:https://
anyflip.com/hiqs/jnwu
Albin Kurti, Një vit aspak i zakontë, me një pandemi të paparë, 13th of june 2020, Standard 
newspaper:
http://www.standard.al/2020/06/13/nje-vit-aspak-i-zakonte-me-nje-pandemi-te-papare-kurti-
sot-i-jemi-mirenjohes-nato-s-dhe-shba-s-per-ndihmen/
Hristina Veljanova, Manual për zgjedhjet parlamentare në Republikën e Maqedonisë 2016, 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation  in Macedonia, Institute for Democracy, “Societas Civilis” – Skopje: 
file:///C:/Users/Privat/Downloads/The%20Republic%20of%20Macedonia%E2%80%99s%20
2016%20Parliamentary%20Elections%20Handbook%20(Albanian%20version)%20v_2.pdf
ElidaZylbeari, 04.06.2015, The BESA movement organizes a protest march on 13th of June in 
Skopje, 
https://portalb.mk/178729-levizja-besa-organizon-marsh-protestues-me-13-qershor-ne-
shkup/
Zeqirja Ibrahimi,15.05.2016,  The 9-th of May and the new context, Shekulli agency,
http://shekulliagency.com/opinionanaliza/9-maji-dhe-konteksti-i-ri/
Gëzim Krasniqi, Monthly Newspaper, Nr. 1., june 2005, Kopjimi Lejohet të lutem kopjoje, p. 1: 
https://www.vetevendosje.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/vetevendosje_01-1.pdf
Booklet nr. 129, 12 january 2009, Pse Vetëvendosje:
https://www.vetevendosje.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/fletushka_129.pdf
Agon Hamza, 18.01.2010, Braktisi Iluzionet ose Pse Duhet Luftuar Privatizimi:
https://www.vetevendosje.org/braktisi-iluzionet-ose-pse-duhet-luftuar-privatizimi/
Alternative governement of Vetëvendosje Movement: 
https://www.vetevendosje.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/Alternativa_Qeverisese_VV.pdf



European Journal of Economics, Law and Social Sciences 
IIPCCL Publishing, Graz-Austria

Vol. 5 No. 2
June, 2021

ISSN 2519-1284
Acces online at www.iipccl.org

511

Short political program of Vetëvendosje movement:
https://www.vetevendosje.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/programi_i_shkurte1494292671-
compressed.pdf
Fatos Musliu, 2014, Interview with Afrim Gashi, article in deutsche welle, 
https://www.dw.com/sq/besa-n%C3%AB-maqedoni-opcioni-i-tret%C3%AB-n%C3%AB-
sken%C3%ABn-partiake/a-18079531
ArbenZeqiri, Interview for the drejt.mk portal, Bilal Kasami: All entities support the “WE 
CAN” coalition, 
https://www.levizjabesa.mk/interviste-per-portalin-drejt-mk-kasami-te-gjitha-etnitetet-
mbeshtesin-koalicionin-mundemi/
BeqirSinainterwiew with Bilal Kasamin, 26.06.2015, Albanian Culture New York television, 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=J4LttalUU64&t=1699s


