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Abstract

A separate period in the history of the city of Drishti is the period 1392-1403, which is 
characterized by successive wars between the Republic of Venice and the noble Balshaj family, 
as well as the Ottoman Empire to take possession of the city of Drishti. During the Middle 
Ages, the city of Drishti had achieved a significant development in terms of economic, social, 
urban, political, cultural, playing an important role in the development of important events 
and processes that characterized the medieval Albanian history. At the end of the XIV century 
and beginning of the XV century, Albania and in this case the city of Drishti entered a new 
phase thanks to the changes and political developments that took place in the country. During 
this period, the city of Drishti faced the efforts of the Republic of Venice to bring this city 
under its rule, as well as on the other hand in the face of successive incursions and attacks of 
the Ottoman army. 
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Introduction

The political circumstances created in Albania since the second half of the XIV 
century influenced the Republic of Venice, which had long looked to the Albanian 
territories and in particular to the coastal areas, to change the policy which it had 
pursued until this time by securing economic and trade interests. Starting from the 
80s of the XIV century, a new perspective opened for Venice as the Turks began to 
penetrate into Albania. It is known that they made the first incursion when they were 
summoned by Thoma Preluboviçi, the despot of Janina( Bozhor and Liço 1975, 246). 
In the year1385, the Turks reappeared, summoned by Karl Topia to come to their 
aid against the Balshaj, (Malltezi 1988, 51) after the Battle of Fushë Kosovë in 1389, 
the way was opened for the Ottoman armies to the coastal areas. Taking advantage 
of that situation of chaos and insecurity, the Republic of Venice, sometimes with 
promises and sometimes with pressures, started with the realization of its plan by 
capturing one after the other, the Albanian coastal cities. Ownership of the Albanian 
coast interested Venice both politically-strategically and economically. Thus, after the 
capture of Durrës in 1392, the lordship hurried to capture all the coastal cities such as: 
Lezha, Shkodra, Drishti, Ulcinj, Bar. These cities had close trade relations both with 
Durrës and with the interior of the country, so the conquest of one city led to another 
one(Malltezi 1988, 56).As the Albanian coastal cities at this time (end of the XIV 
century) were under the rule of local nobles, the Republic of Venice took advantage 
of the difficult situation that the local lords were going through as a result of Turkish 
attacks, separating them one after another, the cities in question.  
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Drishti between Venice and the Ottoman attacks 1392-1403

At the end of the XIV century the city of Drishti faced two great dangers, on one 
side was the Republic of Venice and on the other side were the successive attacks 
of the Ottoman army. At this time the city of Drishti together with Shkodra, Vlora, 
Tivar and Ulcinj were governed by the noble family of Balshaj. In 1392, Gjergj II 
Strazimir was captured by the Turks, to be released he was forced to hand over to 
him some of his territories such as: Shkodra, Drishti and Shirgjin. (Božić 1983, 59)In 
1395, Gjergj II Strazimir managed to return these cities under his control, but in 1396, 
Gjergj II Strazimir under an agreement was forced to hand over the cities of Shkodra 
and Drisht to the Venetians, “so that these do not fall into the hands of the Turks” 
(Tholloczy et. al.1913-1918, 148).The agreement, drafted by the Senate on February 
8, 1396 and ratified on April 14 of that year, provided that Gjergj Strazimiri would 
receive an annual provision of one thousand ducats, and be admitted to the ranks of 
the Venetian nobility and the Grand Council. On the other hand, Venice should not 
allow to be admitted to Shkodra and Drisht should not allow farmers to be escaped 
from the possessions (Tholloczy et. al.1913-1918, 148).
Until such an action of Gjergj II Strazimir, that is, the surrender of Drishti, Shkodra and 
some of the provinces around them to Venice, as well as the agreement concluded with 
Venice, came as a result of the increased Ottoman danger, condition his principality, 
forced Gjergj II Strazimir to treat the Republic of Venice as an ally in the war against 
the Ottomans. ( Bogdani 2018, 64)Venice, after establishing its rule in the cities of 
Shkodra and Drisht, took immediate measures to concentrate power in its hands. In 
September 1396, the Venetians established an office of power in Drisht (Tholloczy et. 
al.1913-1918, 148).Following these measures, it was decided to appoint a Venetian 
ruler at the head of Drishti’s council (Jireček 1916,  112),or as it was called potesta, 
and other persons were appointed who constituted his leading staff (a deputy, a 
chancellor, two servants, etc), measures were also taken to secure the city and the 
Drishti Castle. For this purpose, ballistas, knights, etc. were sent to Drisht, who would 
contribute to the protection of the city of Drisht, so that the city in question and their 
other possessions in Albania, could be under proper control if from Ottoman attacks 
either by the nobles or by the native population. The establishment of Venetian rule in 
Albania was accompanied by dissatisfaction, conflicts and powerful mass uprisings 
of the locals that seriously shook the Venetian power in those parts (Malltezi 1984, 
119). The citizens of Drishti themselves, accustomed to a long regime of autonomy, 
did not welcome the Venetian tendencies to restrict and suppress traditional freedoms 
and institutions. In 1397, a representative of the Christian community submitted a list 
of demands to the Senate of Venice. Among them are the request for recognition and 
observance of the old statutes and customs of the city by the Venetian authorities, the 
request for the prohibition of foreign imports of wine, the release from the obligation 
of tithe of grain, wine oil, etc ( Giuseppe 1967-1972,  309).
Also in 1397, in October, the Senate of Venice, found that in Shkodra and Drisht large 
expenses were being made, and also that the city of Drisht “did not bring any profit to 
the Republic”, on the contrary the governor of Drisht received a salary of 300 ducats 
per year and the fact that Shkodra and Drishti each had their own governor had 
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further deteriorated relations between Shkodra and Drishti. For these two reasons, 
the Senate decided that the post of Drishti should be abolished: Shkodra and Drishti 
would go much better between them, if they had a single governor. Instead of the 
podesta in Drisht it was decided to appoint a subordinate official, a castle man with 
a salary of 8 ducats per month ( Giuseppe 1967-1972, 74).But the events that followed 
apparently forced the Senate to quickly abandon that election. On November 6, the 
Senate decided to elect a new platform for Drishti ( Giuseppe 1967-1972,  133).
In fact, it was not so much the salary of its governors in Shkodra and Drisht that 
weighed on the coffers of the Republic. The Ottoman incursions had become 
increasingly massive. In June 1400, the cities of Shkodra and Drishti were severely 
hit when an Ottoman incursion was followed by the demolition of the surrounding 
territories and the destruction of crops outside the walls of those cities ( Zamputi and 
Malltezi 1987, 108).The Ottomans did not find it difficult to reach the walls of Shkodra 
and Drishti without encountering obstacles, as long as the Albanian leaders who 
owned the roads leading to them had become vassals of the Sultan. Therefore, the 
Republic showed interest when in October 1400, some Albanian rulers, among them 
Koj Zaharia and Dhimitër Jonima, vassals of the Sultan, “who owned the roads from 
where the Turks came down and attacked Shkodra and Drishti”, expressed the desire 
to attack of Venice. But to take this step, they demanded that the Republic at its own 
expense build a tower at the castle of Danja as well as other forts at the crossings used 
by the Ottomans to attack the Venetian possessions. Further, Koj Zaharia claimed 
a provision of 500 ducats per year as well as the right to shelter himself, as well 
as Dhimitër Jonima together with their families in Shkodra and Drisht, in case they 
could not resist the Ottomans attacks ( Giuseppe 1967-1972,  217-220).
For a moment, the Senate thought that it was worthwhile to incur the expenses 
required by the alliance with Koja Zaharia and his younger vassals, as this would 
put a stop to the Ottoman incursions and ensure the inviolability of Shkodra and 
Drishti. But it soon became apparent that the Albanian ruler was unable, or unwilling, 
to act as a dam on behalf of the Venetians. In fact, it was not only the difficulties 
associated with the growing pressure of the Ottomans on the Venetian possessions 
that had made it difficult for the Republic to maintain them. It was not long after the 
establishment of the Venetian rule, when in some of the possessions of the Venetian 
Republic in Albania, such as in Durrës, Shkodër and Drisht, riots broke out, which 
put the Venetian rule in difficulty. As a result, in September 1399, the entire province 
of Shkodra together with the city of Drishti were thrown into an uprising, coming out 
of the hands of the Venetian government ( Giuseppe 1967-1972,  131).
The uprising escalated into a turbulent escalation as villagers began to abandon their 
lands to escape the increased obligations and hardships imposed by the Venetian 
authorities. In this way, the Republic of Venice had to engage numerous people and 
means, until at the end of that year the uprising was suppressed (Buda 1986, 232).The 
scale of this uprising is also shown by the fact that the Venetian governor on duty 
in Shkodra not only informed the Venice about the uprising, but at the same time 
demanded that aid be sent to him (Tholloczy et. al.1913-1918,  177).
However, despite the suppression of this uprising, the situation of the population 
was becoming more and more difficult. In addition to the austerity measures taken 
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by the Venetians, the cities of Shkodra and Drishti also faced Turkish attacks at the 
time. In June 1400, the Venetian senate, considering the condition of the cities of 
Shkodra and Drishti, to which the Turks caused the demolition of cereals, vineyards, 
was considering the possibility of taking measures so as not to lose these cities. 
During July 1400 in the Senate of Venice various proposals were made to overcome 
this situation. Initially, in order to avoid that in the future the districts of Shkodra and 
Drishti would become the object of Turkish incursions, which had recently caused 
great destruction and devastation, on July 6, 1400 it was proposed to make a deal with 
the Turkish commander Shahini. He would be offered up to two thousand ducats a 
year along with other gifts, provided he left in peace the Venetian castles of Durres, 
Shkodra, Lezha and Drisht along with their surroundings. But the agreement was 
not reached, and the Venetians were forced to immediately send new soldiers and 
reinforcements to Shkodra and Drisht ( Giuseppe 1967-1972,  178-179).
Another proposal, which was submitted to the Senate of Venice during July, year 
1400 regarding Drishti and Shkodra, is that these two cities be returned to Gergj II 
Strazimir, but this proposal was also received lukewarmly, and finally was decides to 
postpone this matter for later(Zamputi and Malltezi 1987, 117).But in February 1401, 
the Venetians returned to this offer. Under the pressure of the Ottoman incursions, the 
Albanian uprisings and the high costs required by the defense of Shkodra and Drisht, 
they showed interest in the offer made by Gjergj Strazimir Balsha, who was ready to 
take possession of these two castles again, against certain conditions ( Giuseppe 1967-
1972,  218).But from the new information that her people brought to Albania, Sinjoria 
realized that Gjergj Strazimiri was the instigator of the Ottoman attacks and looting 
against the Venetian territories ( Giuseppe 1967-1972,  224- 225).This was also the 
reason why, on February 24, 1401, the senate of Venice initially decided to suspend 
the provision for Gjergj Strazimir and to see what his future conduct would be ( 
Zamputi and Malltezi 1987, 176).It seems that Balsha’s cooperation with the Ottomans 
continued even further, so on March 4, 1401, the Senate decided to finally remove 
from Gjergj II, the provision he was receiving from Venice. This act, according to the 
Senate, was fully justified, as long as the Albanian ruler had violated the agreement 
made with Venice at the time of the surrender of the city of Shkodra and Drishti 
(Tholloczy et. al.1913-1918, 193).The Venetians already understood well that Gjergj 
Strazimir Balsha was not a significant factor in their relations with the Ottomans. 
The ownership of Shkodra by them was disputed by Shahin Beut also for Balsha’s 
fault, as he had initially given Shkodra to the Turks, later kidnapped it again and 
finally handed it over to the Venetians (considerato quod dictus dominus Georgius dedit 
primo dicto Sayno turco locum Scutaari, et postea illum eidem surripuit, et postea illum dedit 
nostro dominio). In this way, Gjergj Strazimir Balsha had passed on to the Venetians 
the seed of a constant conflict with the Turk, who claimed that Shkodra belonged 
to him( Giuseppe 1967-1972, 225).Therefore, in March 1401, the Senate considered 
it appropriate to establish direct contact with Shahin Beun and to find a common 
language ( Giuseppe 1967-1972, 225).
Venice’s reapprochement with the Ottomans and its departure from Balsha 
defactorized the latter, complicating its position. Therefore, on May 19, 1401, Gjergj 
Strazimir Balsha decided to send his ambassadors to Venice to be acquitted before 
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the Senate. He believed that he had behaved correctly with the representatives of 
the Republic, but, he added, that if he had made a mistake in any case, “he was 
ready to pay it off” ( Giuseppe 1967-1972,  233).Even after this action taken by Gjergj 
II Strazimir, Venice did not give up its claims, repeatedly demanding that Gjergj II 
Strazimir pay to the Republic compensation for the alleged damages. It was first of 
all about the amount of salt that was stolen by the people of Gjergj II Strazimir on the 
sides of Shkodra. At the same time (November 1401), the Senate warned the Albanian 
lord that he was well aware of the fact that his citizens had supplied the Turks with 
food and offered them every kind of support during their stay in the territory of 
Shkodra and Drisht (Zamputi and Malltezi 1987, 251).
Gjergj Strazimiri did not accept these accusations and the clashes between him and the 
Venetian authorities continued until March 1402, when the Senate of Venice through 
the envoy of Gjergj II Strazimir, the bishop of Bar, informed the Albanian ruler how 
to compensate for salt once stolen in Shirq, the Lordship had decided to keep from 
Gjergj’s annual provision the amount of 1500 ducats (Zamputi and Malltezi 1987, 
285).After the establishment of this peace, relations between Balshaj and Venice were 
relatively calm, and this situation continued until 1403, when Gjergj II Strazimir died.

Conclusions

The political developments in the city of Drishti during the years 1392-1403, were 
characterized by the incessant actions of the Republic of Venice to dominate the 
Albanian coast, which thanks to its policy full of promises and pressure managed 
to capture cities by the year 1396 such as: Durres, Lezha, Shkodraand Drishtin. This 
period of time is also characterized by the measures taken by Venice to concentrate 
power in its hands, to continue with the outbreak of a series of uprisings such as that 
of 1399, which began in Durres and then spread to Shkodra and Drisht. In addition to 
the austerity measures taken by the Venetians, the city of Drishti also faced Turkish 
attacks at that time, which in June 1400 caused the destruction of cereals, vineyards 
and other crops. At that time in the political scene in Albania stood out Gjergj II 
Strazimiri, who stood out especially in the fight for the liberation of the city of Drishti 
and other cities such as Shkodra, Lezha, etc., from Venice. Clashes between Gjergj 
II Strazimir and the Venetian authorities continued until 1402, when there was a 
stability in terms of relations between the Balshaj and Venice, as a result of reaching 
an agreement between them.
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