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Genocide - penalty and apology

Dr. Salihe Salihu

Abstract

Demonstrations during the 1981 in Kosovo signaled that the Albanian issue within the 
former Yugoslavia had not been resolved and that there was a frozen conflict that then 
erupted throughout Kosovo. Albanian demonstrators demanded their rights to improve their 
existential conditions. The response of Yougoslavia’s government was a violent action against 
the Albanians in order to exterminatethese demonstrations and to hide existing problem in 
front of the international community. Violence and terror against Albanians tacitly continued 
until the situation of Kosovo Albanians was newly internationalized during 1998-1999. The 
silence was broken during the years 1998-1999 when Serbia committed atrocities of genocidal 
scale against the Albanian population.
In these circumstances, during the late twentieth century, the Western world hesitated 
and was still not unified for the manner of how to stop genocidal actions in Kosovo. The 
Secretary-General of the United Nations (UN), Kofi Annan, reacted against this hesitation and 
call for the UN to rise to the level of its responsibilities and to come to its defense of justice 
and protects peace (Salihu, S. 2020: 67). Kofi Annan also demanded the punishment of this 
genocidal acts and underlined that “... the perpetrators of mass murder and ethnic cleansing 
cannot be allowed to go unpunished ... non-punishment is unacceptable to the UN ...” (Salihu, 
S . 2020: 74).
During a long time, Serbia implement one systematically program of deportation of 
Albanians, and these genocidal methods were used in Kosovo but all these genocidal atrocities 
remain unpunished. The spring of 1981 was the momentum to correct the injustices against 
the Albanian people but instead the opposite happened, violence and genocidal methods 
increased and became as norm of Serbia’s action on Kosovo against Albanian, until the end of 
the war during the year 1999s.
Additionally, the background of this existing evidence, there are many other arguments for 
the international community to take into account and to demand punitive action against 
genocide and to force the perpetrators to apologize to the victims. Punishing the perpetrators 
of genocide and forcing them to apologize will not bring any a resurrection of the victims, but 
at least as prevent measures and to stop in a timely manner the mass extermination of any 
people or ethnic, racial or religious group, andin the future nowhere not to repeat the case of 
Kosovo.
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Introduction

On this anniversary of demonstrations during the spring 1981s we are reiterating 
the need to punish genocidal actions which were used against people who sought 
freedom. The ranking of brutal actions and state violence as genocide is to help 
sustaining of democatisation of world. Therefore we should enlight the genocide 
which were used against Albanian demonstrators in the streets of Kosovo. By the 
fact that the peaceful demonstrators carried slogans such as “We want work”, “We 
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want conditions”, “Stop prices”, “Trepça works, Belgrade is being built”, “Political 
prisoners should return to Kosovo”, and thanwith the most culminating demand 
“KosovaRepublika”, “RepublikaConstitution, either willing or with war”. 1 So, the 
Albanian demonstrators demanded for the improvement of the existential conditions 
and their basic rights to live free and equal.But instead of accepting of their demands, 
they were killed and violently massacred by the government. Therefore, on this 
anniversary, it is important to raise the issue of punishing violent and genocidal acts 
in order to punish the perpetrators and to have this effect as a preventive measure to 
stop the recurrence of genocide.
In this case, let us remember that in the second millennium, after the Second World 
War, the slogan against genocide “Never Again” was the beginning of the first steps to 
punish the Holocaust. So, with the slogan “Never Again”, was motivated the launch 
of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of Genocidal Crimes and it was 
hoped that genocidal acts would end, forever.That is why the words “Never Again” 
were codified in the aforementioned Convention at the UN General Assembly on 
December 9, 1948 (Goottwald, Marlene 2014: xii). 
The call for Holocaust punishment with the slogan “Never Again” was intended 
to prevent genocidal acts but the history of genocidal acts was repeated during the 
1990s as the re-emergence of genocidal acts was witnessed in Yugoslavia (Sherman. 
I. Marc 2005: 11). Genocide is a horrible term that is compounded by an effective 
tactic of extermination commonly used for the purpose of invading or colonizing 
countries and people (Polacek, M. K & Fischer, K. R. 2013: 291-7). During 1998, at 
a time when in Chile on the one hand the international community was trying to 
punish genocidal acts by arresting Pinochet for genocidal crimes (Sherman. I. Marc 
2005: 4) in another part of the continent, in European territory, was genocidal acts 
continued to be committed against the Kosovo Albanian population at the behest of 
dictator Milosevic.
With the recurrence of genocide, in the case of Yugoslavia and Sudan, its definition 
of genocide in system of the United Nations became as embroiled theme in heated 
debate in the last decade.
The definition was assumed to be too narrow despite that derived from the drafting 
of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
(CPPCG) and are considering that are missing  clearification (Travis, Hannibal 2012: 
29-30). However, in the case of Kosovo, the definition of genocide is clear and every 
piece of this definition may be found by examples of evediece. Its clarification stays 
because genocide committed in Kosovo cannot be denied or given any implication 
that misleads the definition of genocidal acts based on Article II of the CPPCG. 
According to this article the definition of genocidal actionsinclude every actionwhich 
are planned or has policy of a state whith intended to exterminate members of another 
racial group (Travis, Hannibal 2012: 29-30).
The Convention also sanctioned ethnic cleansing of a territory for the purpose of 
expelling an ethnic group from a territory.Just one of argument as testification 
Serbian genocide is their intention of cleansing of Kosovo territory by committed the 
 1 With intention of cleansing of territorial were committed the deportation of nearly one million Kosovo 
Albanians visited on 23.02.2021.
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deportation of nearly one million Kosovo Albanians.This fact is known all over the 
world, but this genocidal act has not yet been punished by an international court. In 
Kosovo, in addition of deportation of nearly 1 million Albanians there were killed and 
massacred over 14,000 because they simply belonged Albanian ethnity. Furthermore, 
there have been raped more than 20,000 women and the disappearance of over 1,643 
people for the same reason. (Salihu, S. 2020: 65).
These arguments of genocidal actions showed that the slogan “Never Again” was 
not applied in practice. Despite the efforts of the international community after the 
Second World War, through the Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of 
the Crime of Genocide, however, the genocide reappeared in Europe. Before the 
eyes of the world were committed massacres in Kosovo by the Serbian government 
over the population in Kosovo. The genocide committed in Kosovo has been argued 
in many documents and those have been deposited to international organizations 
operating in Kosovo. Also other important facts exist  from them who survived the 
massaces.  But should not ignored even writings and books that show that genocidal 
acts during the late twentieth century occurred in several countries among which are 
highlighted: Bosnia, Rwanda and Kosovo (Peifer, Douglas 2008: 95).
These actions were considered a crime against humanity and yet neither the 
instigators nor the perpetrators of genocidal actions were punished. Articles 2 and 
3 of the Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide 
clearly define what constitutes a genocidal act but its effectiveness is limited (Peifer, 
Douglas 2008: 99). International justice institutions are silent and have not punished 
the genocide that was committed. Non-punishment for genocidal acts is harmful 
and contrary to the aforementioned Convention. The international community’s 
commitment to “Never Again” similar atrocities remained unfulfilled and extremely 
disappointing. Following the failures of the international community in Rwanda and 
Bosnia, became Kosovo case that initiated the European Union’s rethinking of its role 
and responsibilities for defense, thus, for Common Foreign and Security Policy, not 
only in rhetoric but also in practice. But this rethinking is still in weak condition.
Although the European Union with the Maastricht Treaty among the main objectives 
had a Common Foreign and Security Policy but yet did not act in accordance with 
these objectives, not even in the case of Kosovo. That witnessed the deeply failure 
of the international community to protect the Kosovo Albanian people from the 
genocide perpetrated by the state of Serbia. The European Union failed to protect the 
people of Kosovo from the atrocities committed against them (Goottwald, Marlene 
2014: xii) and with inaction against genocide in reality violated international norms 
of justice.
Thus, the re-actualization of the topic of genocide in the case of Kosovo is necessary to 
bring justice and demanding of implementation of the international standard for the 
punishment of genocidal acts. The question to witness open genocidal acts is usually 
not directed at the victims or the survivors because they will never forget the horrific 
experiences but the testimony needs to understand the genocide consequences for 
other people who have no experience of these acts (Kozol, W. 2004: 4).
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Stages of Genocidal Actions

Genocide in Kosovo is not unknown because such acts were committed more than 120 
years ago when hundreds of Albanians were killed, disappeared, injured or expelled 
from their lands, but these events occurred before the time of the sanctioning of the 
term genocide. Despite the long time from these genocidal actions it should not cast 
away but instead should be remembered like as the Armenian genocide that is being 
remembered even though the event took place in 1915-1917.But, while genocide 
against Armenians is internationalized the silence for genocide against the Albanians 
is dominated. Behind the silence certainly exist hiden intention which tend to deny 
committed genocide.To give more relevance of the parallels between Armenians and 
Albanians and their overlived genocide we can testify that genocide action against 
Albanians were planned long time ago.  To understand better this assertion we may 
referedwrittings of DemitrijeTucovic in the newspaper “RadnickeNovine” (Gruda, 
Z. 1995: 33) where he pointed that the genocidal crime of Serbs and Montenegrins 
for the extermination of Albanians was a systematic system and program planned by 
state structures that has gone through various stages.
The genocidal actions of Serbs against Albanians stem from the idea of   a Greater 
Serbia dating back to the 19th century. The revival of the idea of   a Greater Serbia 
transparently emerged after the fall of communism and the rising to power of 
Slobodan Milosevic. When Milosevic came to power, he mobilized the masses in 
support of the creation of a homogeneous Serbian state, and in order to achieve his 
goal, he began to make the classification, using the concept “Us (Serbs) against them 
(Albanians)”. 2 Before, all people whithin Yugoslavia’s Federation should be called 
as Yougoslav and existed attempt to vanish ethincty belonging but with Milosevic 
became separation of homogenous identity and to fire to ethnicty color.  
But, to look one step before Milosevic power it will be seen that idea to exterminate 
Albanian people was going under the carpet. The killings and violence escalated 
after the 1981 demonstrations which worsened the situation in Kosovo. Even with 
this brutal actions against demonstrations, the Serbs failed to kill the Albanians’ 
demand for their freedom and fundamental rights through continued atrocities. In 
the spectrum of the development of genocidal stages activity which based will be 
describe on the below text, it can be seen that the Albanian people have experienced 
all the genocidal stages.
By making a comparative analysis of the various stages of genocide that have been 
devised by Gregory Stanton 3, may be better understanding of committed genocide 
process in Kosovo. In this analytical comparison we can present the methods and 
strategies that the Serbian government has used against the Albanians. According 
to Gregory Stanton, genocide process takes place in eight stages, 4(two other stage 
 2 https://www.genocidewatch.com/single-post/2019/07/13/what-are-the-10-stages-of-genocide
 3 Gregory Stanton in his studies on genocide concludes that to prevent genocide it is first necessary to 
understand the structure of the genocide process. Based on Gregory Stanton’s view genocide takes place 
in eight stages. Gregory Stanton has compiled the model of genocide in eight stages after his studies in 
the field of genocide and in the case of examinations in Cambodia.
 4 Two phases have been added to the model of genocidal phases, including phases with elements of 
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have been added later) and based on this view, Albanians in the former Yugoslav 
Federation have experienced successive stages of genocide. With factual examples we 
present the genocidal stages which have been used against Albanians.
1. Classification (group difference in “us and them”). A concrete example of the 
classification phase can be found in the prejudices against Albanians by describing 
them as: ”Albanians have some psychic features, which make them uncivilized people, 
anarchists, robbers, rude, savage and without national consciousness. Revenge 
and fratricide reign among them”(Nushi, P. 1995: 42).Through the classification 
of Albanians with evil attributes, the entire Serbian people has been manipulated. 
By manipulating feelings created a great hatred against the Albanian people. After 
the end of the war, in 2009, a lawsuit was filed by the Independent Association of 
Journalists in Serbia against the manipulations that were made to cause hatred 
towards Albanians (Salihu, S. 2020:32).
2. Symbolization (identification through symbols, i.e. external grouping that does 
not belong to other groupings). A concrete example that represents the stage of 
symbolism is Jovanxhivasileviqi’s speech to the Serbian people against the Albanians 
when he with his speech ordered: “The fewer Albanians and Turks among us, the 
greater will be the merit for the homeland and the more the more Albanians you 
manage to relocate, the greater the success for our homeland ”(Nushi, P. 1995: 39).
This mean that person who exterminate Albanians is hero and even Milosevic used 
many symbol to mobilize Serbs against Albanians by saying that Kosovo is the cradle 
of Serbia which fuelled ultra nationalism.
3. Discrimination - Discrimination against Albanians was installed in every institutional 
instance and transparently was after the abolition of the 1974 Constitution.Regardless 
the qualification or other competencies the Albanian people massively were fired 
from job and had hard difficulties to survive discriminations process.
4. Dehumanization - The Serbs, in preparing their barbaric actions against the 
Albanians, attributed the worst attributes to them, considering them as savages, 
national unconscious, uncivilized, vindictive and plunderers. By intentionally 
prejudiced against Albanians’ features and presenting them with bad qualities was 
planned to use it as help for ethnic cleansing of Albanians.The acts of dehumanism 
that Serbs committed against Albanians in Kosovo during 1998-1999 are reported and 
argued around the world. In the book “All a Life that in Death Remains” the author 
Sue Black (international forensic expert) shows that the report taken from the scene 
in Kosovo described how elderly people, women and children were taken captive by 
Serbian forces Children were killed first intentionally before the eyes of their mothers 
and grandmothers and grandfathers and then women and the elderly were killed. 
Sue Black in her description of the event shows how difficult it was for her to start 
articulating this cruelty, dehumanism, cold torture and calculated murder of innocent 
people. With this description the author tries to show that even for forensic experts 
with long experience in their professional field it was so difficult to describe this place 
Discrimination and Perspective. With these additions, the structure of the pattern of development of the 
genocidal stages changes and they are categorized as separate stages. The sequence of stages is presented 
as follows: 1. Classification; 2. Symbolism; 3. Discrimination; 4. Dehumanism; 5. Organization; 6. 
Polarization; 7. Preparation; 8. Persecution; 9. Extermination; 10. Denial, at https://www.genocidewatch.
com/tenstages.
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which was terrible and the actions that were committed by barbaric soldiers were so 
cruel so that could not be described (Black, S . 2019: 248).
5. Organization - The organization of the genocidal policy towards the Albanian 
people was elaborated by the Serbian elite and authorities who, despite the change of 
the socio-political system, did not change their policy towards the Albanians (Cana, 
Z. 1995: 61).
6. Polarization –By using mother language on the public sphere became polarizate. 
So, the polarization was done by the administrative, police and military personnel 
of the Serbian government, punishing the Albanian population only because they 
spoke, read or sang Albanian (Nushi, P. 1995: 44). Thus, polarization was also done 
against the basic rights that belong to every people, as an indisputable right.
 7. Preparation - In an attempt to build an environment of extermination Serbian 
regim achieved to capture the entire territory of Kosovo where the Albanians 
were expropriated from their property. Other preparation were by using military 
violence, persecution, imprisonment, deportation, murder and in the end massacre 
were carried out in Kosovo. This genocide manner were a process before the armed 
confrontation during 1998-1999. One other method of genocide preparation is also 
stigmatization. According SlavenkaDrakulic who pointed that in preparation of 
genocide phase exist similar description between stigmatization of Jewish people by 
Hitler and stigmatization against Albanians by Serbian (Salihu, S. 2020:38).
8. Persecution as a genocidal phase is very well known in Kosovo as the Serbian 
government has consistently used persecution as a means of violence against 
Albanians. Only from 1981 to 1988, i.e. before the war, the number of Albanian 
persecuted who were taken to investigations or court appearances reached 600,000 
people while prisoners were 22,000 Albanians with imprisonment from 2 to 14 years 
in prison. (Salihu, S. 2020: 28-29).
9. Extermination - In order to change the ethnic demographics in Kosovo, the Serbian 
government used measures of terror against Albanians (Salihu, I. 1995: 219).The 
extermination of the Albanian people was also drafted in the Memorandum of the 
Academy of Sciences and Arts of Serbia in 1986. In the text of this Memorandum, 
Albanians were accused of giving birth to their own children (Salihu, S. 2020: 33). 
However, the genocide of Serbia in Kosovo was prepared even under the guise 
of development projects. One of these projects of the 1990s was the Program 
for the Establishment of Peace, Freedom, Democracy and Prosperity in Kosovo. 
Unfortunately, the program had the ingredients of genocide where on the one hand 
it tried to bring as many Slavic colonizers as possible by guaranteeing them all the 
life benefits and at the same time it was required to reduce the birth rate of Albanians. 
Article 91 of this program decisively required to take all measures to combat the 
birth rate of Albanians. This genocidal strategy of the Serbs against the Albanians is 
prepared by the idea of   VasoCubrilovic for a Greater Serbia who in the Memorandum 
of 1944 presented the psychological strategy to expel the Albanians from Kosovo 
through threats (Salihu. S. 2020: 40-4).
10. Denial 5 is the next stage of genocide. The denial of Serbs in an attempt to cover up 
 5  A model of genocide containing 8 stages was presented around the case of Cambodia (Peifer, Douglas 
2008: 103-4). But to this model (since 1987 I appeared publicly at Warren Wilson College) two more 
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the genocidal actions is an attempt that also tends to deny the existing documentation 
and recordings of the killings and the burning of Albanian victims. Serbs also try 
to deny international arguments that the Serbian army carried out massacres of 
Albanians, as well as to reject the proof of the internationals. 6

During the recent war in Kosovo, human rights 7 organizations also wrote by 
confirming that all genocidal actions were under the command of the Serbian regime. 
The case of Kosovo, unlike other cases, is a special experience that has sparked debate 
on the need to strengthen international norms on issues of how to respond to serious 
human rights violations (Goottwald, Marlene 2014: 29). 8

The barbaric Milosevic genocidal acts that took place in Kosovo re-established the 
problem of stopping the genocide through military force, such as the NATO bombing 
of Serbian military circles. Intervention against genocidal actions, in the case of 
Kosovo, placed the need for intervention at the altar of political and legal decision-
making as a global challenge. Despite the existing facts of genocidal actions and 
NATO intervention, the Serbian government continues to deny the genocidal acts 
committed in Kosovo. Denial of genocide is the stage of genocide. For this reason 
even denial must be taken as an extraordinary danger to humanity because similar 
genocidale actions can be repeated. Therefore, it is imperative that in the 21st century 
the perpetrators be punished and asked to apologize for the genocidal acts they 
committed in Kosovo.

Punishment and apology

History tells us that in order to stop evil, therefore evil must be punished. Like the 
“Declaration of Cruelty”, approved by the United Kingdom, the United States and the 
Soviet Union in 1943 at the Moscow Conference, which demanded that perpetrators 
of crimes against Jews be held accountable and punished (Gruda, Mr. 1995: 29), the 
same should be punished criminal acts against Albanians, because they were planned 
crimes and with cruel state brutality at the genocidal level. Punishment and apology 
are the least that can be required in order to build a new architecture for peace and 
stability in this Balkan region.
Serious human rights pointed that violation can be stopped if international norms are 
really effective. Following the UN’s failure to take active action in Somalia, Rwanda, 
Bosnia and Kosovo, UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan felt compelled to appeal 
and seek the effectiveness of international norms to stop the violation, severe and 
systematic damage against human rights (Palmler III, F. Nicholas 2019: 42).
To this end, the International Court of Justice should use a standard for punishing 
genocide and not use double standards, as in the case of Rwanda and Yugoslavia. 
For example the rape of women in Rwanda was assessed as genocidal act by the 

phases were added in 1996. These two additional phases are discrimination and persecution which have 
been assessed as systematic phases in the development of the genocidal phases. With these two phase 
supplements the model of genocidal phases from 8 reaches 10 phases. 
 6 https://www.genocidewatch.com/tenstages visited on 30.01 2021
 7  https://www.hrw.org/sites/default/files/reports/Under_Orders_Al_Combined.pdf visited on 20.02.2021
 8 Goottwald, Marlene 2014 “Europe’s Responsibility to Protect– From Kosovo to Syria”, The University 
of Edinburgh, Scottland.
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International Court of Rwanda (Sherman. I. Marc 2005: 15). The International Court 
of Justice in Rwanda condemned the rape of women as genocidal acts but in Bosnia 
about the same acts have not been used the same standards.The International Criminal 
Tribunal for the former Yugoslavia (ICTY) does not consider the rape of Bosnian 
women as a genocidal act. Even worse is handled the case of Kosovo where over 
20,000 Albanian women and have been raped during the recent war in Kosovo and 
this case have not been enlighted because these genocidal acts are silent and denied 
by perpetrators. The silence of victims to told about what they have experienced is 
partly because the fear of stigmatization from family and social environment.
As we see double international standards are using for the same acts. Therefore, doubts 
have been expressed about the International Court of Justice in Yugoslavia after the 
decision of this court because it not seek accountability based on the definition of 
genocide for committing genocidal acts and did not yet punish committed genocide 
acts (Sherman. I. Marc 2005: 21).
Silence against genocide is a violation of international law and hinders for their 
implementation as universal standards. From this conclusion emerges the need to 
enlight the events in Kosovo.
It is necessary to reacte against genocide acts by punish it as soon as possible. By 
doing it will be displayed convincing arguments for the necessity of developing 
policies that aspire to standardize international norms in protection against violence 
and genocide. Lessons should be learned from this experience of Kosovo in order 
to train international organizations because, as Marlene Gootwald points out, the 
European Union was unable to prevent genocide and ethnic cleansing in the Balkans 
(Goottwald, Marlene 2014: 43).
In case of Kosovo is other fact which cannot be overthrown in any form or manner 
because genocide acts was done and to stop it started NATO’s intervention against 
genocidal actions that Serbs was committed against Albanians (Sherman. I. Marc 
2005: 5). The main motive of NATO intervention in Kosovo was to stop continuing of 
the genocide that Serbs committed against the Albanian population in Kosovo. With 
this motive, NATO acts militarily against the Serbian forces and these existing facts 
discover the rumors that emphasize that the alleged Serbian atrocities against the 
Albanians were committed after the beginning of the NATO bombing. This statement 
is not true because there is evidence to argue that the genocide in Kosovo was committed 
much earlier. As argumentative facts belonging to the period before the bombing is 
the evidence that 10 percent of the Albanian population was without a roof over their 
heads from Serbian repression and nearly 2000 people were killed before the NATO 
intervention (Goottwald, Marlene 2014: 53). Convincing arguments that the genocide 
was committed earlier are the successive massacres that took place in Kosovo and we 
can mentioned one of them is Recak massacre which took place almost three months 
before NATO-s intervention  Recak massacre received international highly attention 
and considered by international representatives as a “crime against of humanity. “ It 
was the Recak massacre that the international community felt a moral obligation to 
militarily intervention in Kosovo with NATO troops in order to stop further genocide 
and to prevent the recurrence of other massacres on the threshold of the 21st century 
(Goottwald, Marlene 2014: 57).
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The international community must punish the genocidal acts committed in Kosovo in 
order to establish customary international law and to implement the slogan which is 
appeared more than half a century ago “Never Again” genocide acts. In accordance 
with this slogan had reacted  also Tony Blair by his messagewhen stated at the World 
Summit on September 14, 2005: “We can not watch when genocide, war crimes, ethnic 
cleansing or serious violations of international humanitarian law and human rights 
have been violated “(Goottwald, Marlene 2014: 2). In this context, if the international 
community really acts with the same standard as in the case of Rwanda and in 
accordance with international law, it should condemn the Serb genocide committed 
in Kosovo. It would help opening of the perspective for the Serbian state to recognize 
the crimes committed against the people of Kosovo and with recognizing of blame 
should Serbia’s state apologize to Kosovo.
Apologize is not a shame act but countrary it is the reflection which indicate this action 
will not be tolerated to happen in the future. Recalling that throughout history some 
countries have committed anti-human acts through various forms on their systems 
by using methods such as: slavery, colonialism or genocide. However, democratic 
states such as the USA, Germany, etc., which are as democratic states found their 
strength and apologized to victims for their dehumanizing actions during previously 
historical period.  The importance of securing an apology is one must duty if we 
intend to reconciliation.
Apologizing is not just helpful but it is the need to meet the criteria to fight genocide. 
The importance of an apology is not only a moral or political statement but also 
respect for human rights laws. Basically apology has more to do with the present 
and the future than with the past. In this process, apologies by statesare with greater 
importance. The reason for this is if state apology it would plays a significant role and 
contributes in particular in terms of the development of norms and standards which 
need to sustained peace and stability in the world. 
Therefore this requirement has an elevation effect because when state apologize 
contribute not just for international norm but also for own norm within country.  
That contribute for opning of wide-ranging debate within the state about how such 
genocide actions were carried out and how it affects to victims but also to them self. 
This debate may facilitate correction of their jurisdiction and also their action against 
other. In addition to these contributions, states have an obligation to contribute to 
promoting and protecting human rights both within the rule of law in the state and 
beyond its borders. (Gibney, M. &Roxstrom, E. 2001: 914-6).
Thinkers in the field of genocide argue that courage must be taken to prevent the 
recurrence of genocide. When we achieve the cessation of genocidal actions we will 
be able to predict a peaceful future in the world where the rule of law will dominate. 
With this approach and an awareness to uphold democratic values   we can hope for 
lasting peace throughout the world. 9

Apologizing to the victims is not a shameful act but a noble and civilizing act. With 
this opinion, exactly, on the 75th anniversary of the Holocaust on January 27, 2020, 
the Dutch state, self the Dutch Prime Minister apologized for the actions of the state 
authorities which had done during that time. Germany did the same in 2000 when 
 9 Stanton, H. Gregory (2020) ”TheTen Stagesof Genocide”.
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they apologized to the Jewish victims at the Stockholm Conference.
The most acceptable and serious apology is when with collectively awereness and 
consciouss take responibility they who ordered genocidal acts. If this reflection is 
missing and perpetrators don’t repent for their pervious genocide actions it should 
be punished by other court.   In this cases international comunityshould give sanction 
and punish criminals and the state which allowed committed of genocidal acts.
With focus of above mentioned slogan “Never Again” we must review the genocide 
committed in Kosovo and we must hear the remorse of the perpetrators of genocide 
by apologizing to the victims. The genocidal acts in Kosovo are known by many 
internationally organization and cannot be hidden or denied (Salihu, S. 2020: 45).
Apology for the crime committed is an indication that awareness has increased and 
expanded support to fight not just politically and morally but also to sanction it 
legally and economically. With the focus on genocide “Never Again” and to prevent 
re-emerging of genocide in the 21st century, apology efforts must be stepped up with 
a view to a lasting peace for future generations.

Conclusions

The signal to the world about using of genocide phases was displayed in 1981 when 
Albanian people demonstrate against unjustice by Yogoslavia’sregim. During 1981 
the Kosovo Albanians warned t that their existential situation had worsened and they 
demanded their rights. Instead of fulfilling these rights of the demonstrators, they 
were severely hit by the regime of that time and the repression and violence against 
Albanians continued systematically. The violence had genocidal proportions but the 
International Community became blind and didn’t help Albanian people in Kosovo.  
Ignoring demands of demonstrators by international letted Yugoslavia’s regim free 
to handle against Albanian people. Silence by the Internatinal Community dominate 
until 1998 when Albanians mobilized for self-defense
The self-mobilization of the Albanians factorized their issue in the international arena 
which in March 1999 intervened militarily to stop the continuation of the genocidal 
actions of the Serbian army against the Albanian population. NATO intervention was 
a punishment against genocide but later these genocidal actions were not condemned 
by any International Court of Justice.
The importance of the International Court of Justice to punish the genocide committed 
in Kosovo is to prove that these actions are intolerable and that regardless of when they 
occur they cannot be avoided before going to court. In addition to the clear marking that 
the judiciary through punishment would show that genocidal acts are not forgotten or 
forgiven, it also gives the message that genocidal acts are not tolerated.
Punishment is a tool used to uphold the norms of justice to which the International 
Community calls by issuing treaties, norms and universal human rights declarations. 
Beside punishment also apologize has the same importance. An apology for the 
genocidal acts does not help to bring the victims of the massacres back to life, but an 
apology helps for the present and the future to achieve lasting peace and stability in 
the Balkan region.
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