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Abstract

The History unfortunately recognizes numerous crimes committed by state powers against 
different peoples and ethnicities. In addition to many such crimes committed in the twentieth 
century, there is the one in the Balkans as well. This case concerns the various crimes committed 
by the powers of the Yugoslav Serb state against the Albanian population in the territories of 
the former Yugoslavia. Until the beginning of the twentieth century the Albanian territories in 
the Balkans where ruled by the Ottoman Empire. After the departure of this invading Empire 
from the Albanian territories, its place was taken by Serbia with its satellites and especially 
Montenegro. During the last century, the Serbian state had taken oppressive measures against 
the Albanian population, which lived in its inherited lands since ancient times, as descendants 
of the Illyrians. The oppressive measures against the Albanian population were focused on 
the economic, demographic, cultural and administrative level. Through these measures, 
repressive measures, torture, murder, deportation and other measures of state violence have 
been applied, which have often reached the form of genocide. All these measures have been 
taken with the aim of territorial cleansing from the Albanian population and colonization 
with Serbs and Montenegrins. Therefore, the object of treatmentin this paper will be the 
presentation and analysis of repressive elements against Albanians, where a number of actions 
were institutionalized by this state itself, through legal norms provided by positive legislation. 
The treatment of these phenomena covers the period from 1912 to 1999. The year 1912 is set 
as the time when Albania declared its independence, with the present territory, while Kosovo 
and other parts were excluded from the sovereignty of the Albanian state. Whereas, 1999 has 
been set as the date of entry of NATO Troops in Kosovo based on Resolution 1244, which was 
approved by the UN Security Council.

Keywords: State crime, Serbian occupier, state terror, Albanian resistance.

Introduction

This scientific paper will initially address some aspects of the term crime, social 
deviance and politically motivated crime. The forms of presentation of this crime 
will be presented. The focus of this study will be on the dominant factors thattake 
systematic care of the orchestration and implementation of politically motivated 
crime. Those factors are the state power and the intelligence of that state. Therefore, 
only a close cooperation of these mechanisms in a state is considered to increase the 
probability to the greatest extent for the fulfillment of racist ideas and initiatives for 
the assimilation, expulsion or extermination of other ethnicities, which live in the 
territory where the occupying power is installed.
To prove that politically motivated crimes exist, the Yugoslav state was taken as 
an example in the context of the centuries-old oppression of Kosovo Albanians. 
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Therefore, this paper will provide a wealth of data on Serb-Montenegrin crimes 
against the unprotected Albanian population of Kosovo during the twentieth 
century. Therefore, although Serbian crimes against Albanians are dated as early as 
the fourteenth century, respectively in the time of Serbian King Tsar Dushan, they 
will not be the subject of treatment in this paper, since this paper would exceed the 
volume of a scientific paper for publication in a magazine, but here will be presented 
some data from the crimes committed by Serb-Slavs against Albanians from the 
beginning of the twentieth century, respectively from 1912, respectively 1999. This 
paper is going to be divided into stages as follows:
The first stage has to do with the period of the departure of the Ottoman Empire from 
the Balkans (1912) and the beginning of the annexation of Albanian territories by the 
Serb-Slavs.
Further, the crime committed by the government of the so-called Serbian Serb 
Kingdom of Slovenia (1919) will be addressed. In this context, here we will examinethe 
crimes committed by the government of this kingdom headed by NikollaPashiq 
and the great discrimination against Albanians. At this stage, we will analyze the 
Agreement between the government of Nikola Pashiq and the government of Turkey 
for the expulsion of Albanians from the authentic territories that date since the time 
of Illyria. Therefore, this period will be divided into the Time between the two world 
wars (1918 - 1941).
Another point will be that of the development of the SWW and the rejection of the 
right of Albanians to unite with Albania by the communist regime of Tito (1941 - 
1945).
The next stage will be the one after SWW. This time period will be divided into 
several sub-phases as follows. The first phase from 1945-1966, respectively the so-
called period of terror of AleksandarRankovicexercised against the Albanians. The 
next sub-phase will be that of 1968 until 1974, which is considered the period of the 
beginning of the advancement of the rights of Albanians in the former Yugoslavia 
that is finalized with the issuance of the Constitution of KSAK and other laws in 
subsequent years. The next phase will be the beginning of a demonstration of Kosovo 
students in order to equalize the status of KSAK with the Republics of the former 
Yugoslavia (1981), as well as the brutal repression of the Yugoslav communist state 
against Albanians until the abolition of KSAK autonomy, namely on March 23, 1989. 
The last sub-phase of this paper form the day of abolition of Kosovo autonomy by 
the Serb-Yugoslavian state until the period of entrance of NATO forces in Kosovo on 
10.06.1999.

1. The meaning and definition of the term crime and criminality 

The term crime is derived from the Latin “crimen”, which in Albanian means crime. 
This means the totality of illegal actions, which are usually described according 
to space (national, regional or local), time, volume (number of criminal offenses), 
structure (type and serious intensity of criminal offenses) and development. 1

 1 Kaiser, Gunther: Krimnalitat, kleineskriminologischesWorterbuch, 3. Aufl. Heidelberg 1993, C.F. Muller, 
f. 238.



Vol. 5 No. 2
June, 2021

European Journal of Economics, Law and Social Sciences 
IIPCCL Publishing, Graz-Austria

ISSN 2519-1284
Acces online at www.iipccl.org

226

Different authors of criminal law and criminology have different views regarding 
the definition of criminality. One common point that all these authors agree on is 
that crime is “deviant social behavior”.So by deviation implies the form of behavior 
which is contrary to the social norms of a country. To give a definition of criminality 
one must study the norms of behavior in an existing legal system. But, all violations 
of these norms of behavior do not fall into the domain of crime. We say so, because 
the rules, respectively such norms can be considered illegal, but not crimes. Crimes 
are human behaviors (actions or omissions) which damage, endanger or violate the 
most important human values, of society or the state as well as of the international 
community which are protected by national and international criminal legislation. 
Thus, the criminal legislation defines whichthose criminal offenses are such as: 
murder, theft, robbery, rape, betrayal of the state, terrorism, genocide, crimes against 
humanity, war crimes, etc.
Crime is considered a particularly negatively assessed behavior, but to achieve 
this attribute it must possess such elements defined by the legislator. 2But, the most 
debatable issue remains who sets these rules (norms)! They can also be declared by a 
judicial body that is not created by a democratic structure, but that can be established 
by despotic power. In most cases, criminal behavior conflicts with the basic norms 
of ethical values, therefore they are punished at the universal level. But Durkheim’s 
statement that “We do not condemn the act because it is a crime, but it is a crime because we 
condemn it” seems more important in this context”. 3

2. Politically motivated crime

Based on Durkaim’s statement regarding the criminal act, it implies that depending on 
the society, the fact will be assessed whether an act respectively certain behavior will 
be treated, as an illegal act or not. Even if it is declared illegal what will be the intensity 
of social danger. While in one society an illegal behavior may belong to the field of 
administrative law, respectively of misdemeanors, in another society a similar action 
may be ranked within the criminal law where social risk will be considered much 
higher. How conflict or politically motivated violence arises between social groups 
and how efforts are made to resolve them and how they fail is worth mentioning 
Roland Eckert’s stance. 4. Therefore, their groupers looked at them from their own 
angles. Thus while the crimes of some organizations for one party were considered 
patriotic actions for the other party were considered terrorist acts. 5 Thus e.g. in the 
last century the terrorist organization which was oriented by political motives which 
operated in the territory of the Balkans was the Serbian Nationalist Organization 
“New Bosnia”. The member of this organization Gavrilo Princip in 1914 had planned 
and carried out the assassination of the claimant to the throne of Austria-Hungary, 
Franz Ferdinand. Therefore, the same while for the Serbian side was considered a 
 2 Sonnen, Bernd-Rudiger: Kriminalitat und Strafgewalt, 1. Aufl. Verlag W. Kohlhammer GmbH, Stuttgart 
1978, p15.
 3 Durkheim, Émile:ÜbersozialeArbeitsteilung, Frankfurt a.M.1988, p. 130.
 4  http://www.ipb.bwue.de/aktuell/bis/1_03/politik.htm (21.02.2004).
 5 Such a split developed particularly in the second half of the 20th century in the struggle of the oppressed  
peoplesfor  liberation from colonialism.
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liberator for the Austro-Hungarian side a terrorist. So, this act was also the cause for 
the start of FWW. 6

But what would be considered the highest socially dangerous crime in a country? 
The answer will focus on politically motivated crime. This crime should be attributed 
to state terrorism or terrorism from above. Crimes of this level are committed 
systematically by the state apparatus based on political motives which are primarily 
orchestrated with a tendency of ethnic cleansing of a certain territory, in which lives 
another ethnic group in contrast to the ruling government in that state which comes 
from another people. Therefore, the question arises as to how state terrorism would 
be understood in relation to the subjugated population? State terrorism would be 
philosophically defined by the application of fear towards the citizens by the state 
monopoly, 7the state may declare a state of emergency in certain cases in order to 
justify the legitimacy of violence against its citizens, measures which are considered 
terrorist act. 8 Lombroso’s theory “L’Uomo Delinquente” for the “delinquent man” has 
gone one step further in relation to crime with political aspects related to genetic 
elements. In this theory, this author has defended the view that man is predisposed to 
commit crimes based on the genetic aspects of the perpetrator himself. 9This theory has 
been supported on various occasions by the leaders of fascist and racist wars as they 
stigmatized the opposing peoples by classifying them as illegal or criminal peoples. 
Such cases are mentioned the Holocaust organized by the power of Hitler Reich III, in 
Germany 1933 - 1945 10, Apartheid organized by the Government of Pretoria in South 
Africa until 1994, 11 the Stalinist totalitarian dictatorship in the former USSR, as well 
as the Genocide of the Serbian Powers against the Albanian population in the former 
Yugoslavia (Kosovo) 12 etc.

3. The origin of Serbian state crime against Albanians

It was pointed out above that politically motivated crime generally exists when 
government forces, together with intellectuals, work closely together to carry out 
certain projects in order to achieve nationalist goals to the detriment of another ethnic 
group. In such a case it comes to e.g. ongoing activities throughout the history of the 
Serbian - Yugoslav authorities to change the structure of the Albanian population in 
Kosovo in favor of the Serb population. These goals were systematically finalized 
 6 Mazower, Mark: Der Balkan, Berliner TashenbuchVerlag, 2002, p. 43.
 7  https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staatsterror (10.05.2021).
 8  https://de.wikipedia.org/wiki/Staatsterror(10.05.2021).
 9 Der Verbrecher (Homo delinquens) in anthropologischer, ärztlicher und juristischerBeziehung. In 
deutscher Bearbeitung von M. O. FRAENKEL u. H. KURELLA (Bd. 3). 3 Bde. LOMBROSO, Cesare.Edité 
par Hamburg, Verlagsanst. u. Druckerei A.-G. 1890-1896., 1896.
 10 Criminology’s Darkest Hour: Biocriminology in Nazi Germany, Nicole Rafter, First Published August 
1, 2008. Australian & New Zealand Journal of Criminology, Volume: 41 issue: 2, page(s): 287-306Article 
first published online: August 1, 2008; Issue published: August 1, 2008.
 11 Das politische System Südafrikas, 1. Auflage,herausgegeben von Dana de la Fontaine,Franziska Müller, 
Claudia Hofmann, Bernhard Leubolt, Springer VS; 1. Edition (18. Dezember 2016).
 12 Qerimi, Islam: An Analysis of the Criminal Investigation in Kosovo between 1989 and 2000/2002 for the
 investigation of historical and political facts: The Investigation of Crime in Kosovo in the period 1989-
2002, (Islam Qerimi, GRAT Magistrate 2004 - The Ruhr-University Bochum), GRIN Verlag, Munchen, 
2010).
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especially with the expulsion of the Albanian population in various countries such as 
Turkey, Albania, Western European countries, USA, Canada, Australia, etc., until the 
last war in 1999 when they were expelled around 1.000.000 mainly in Albania.
The infamous initiative aimed at eliminating the Albanian population from ethnic 
lands, was drafted in a secret project by the Minister of Interior and later Minister of 
Foreign Affairs and Prime Minister of Serbia, Ilia Garasanin (16.01.1812 - 16.06.1874), 
which aimed to create a Greater Serbia to the detriment of the Albanian people. This 
plan of his was named Nacertanje. 13

According to the plan Nacertanje, Serbia was supposed to realize the historical rights 
of the Medieval Serbia of Tsar Stefan Dusan, who had lived and ruled in the 14th 
century. This idea had to do with the fact that the Serbs were the direct heirs of this 
Tsar. The purpose of this plan was to unite all the Slavic peoples of the south in a 
crown of the Serbian state. Thus, the territory inhabited by Albanians in its territories 
in Kosovo as well as in Northern and Central Albania was annexed to Greater Serbia. 14

By the recognition of Serbia and Montenegro in 1878 as independent states in the 
Congress of Berlin by the Great Powers, the Serbian government planned state terror 
with political motives for the expulsion of Albanians initially from the eastern part of 
Kosovo. The newly created Serbian state had begun to carry out the fascist elaboration 
for the expulsion of all Albanians living in their lands, inherited from the time when 
the Illyrians lived for thousands of years and most of them were concentrated in 
the territory of today’s Kosovo. 15 Therefore, the then Serbian government through its 
army and gendarmerie in November 1878 in just three days had expelled from 714 
villages in the vicinity of Nis with Albanian population. 16 The number of deportees is 
estimated to have been around 200.000 inhabitants. 17

3.1. Annexation of Albanian territories by Serbia after the departure of the 
Ottoman Empire 

Uponthe departure of the Ottoman Empire from the Albanian territories, after the 
defeat suffered in the Second Balkan War (1913), the Albanians only changed the 
occupier, as it did not last long when Kosovo and today’s territories located in the 
western part of northern Macedonia as well as other inhabited parts of Montenegro 
was occupied by Serbia and Montenegro. This expansionist state was recognized at 
the London Peace Conference in 1913 when Kosovo and other Albanian-inhabited 
areas were donated to Serbia and Montenegro. 18

Serbia had begun occupying the territory of Kosovo with unprecedented brutality. 
Thus, the number of victims in the Region of Kosovo under Serbian control in the first 
 13  Charles W. Ingrao and Vrkatić, Lazar;Unlearnt Lesson: Central-European Idea and Serb National 
Program, Helsinski Committee for Human Rights in Serbia, 2001, p. 195.
 14 Opca Encyclopedia, JLZ, Zagreb 1977, p. 106.
 15  Clewing, Konrad. “Sudost- Forschungen”, “Das Parlament” (6 - 13.8.99).
 16 Bajrami, Hakif: “Metodat e rejatevjetratepushtetitokupuesserb, ndajpopullitshqiptar”, in: 
GazetaShqiptare,    05.05.1998 Prishtina.
 17 Uka, Sabit: “Dëbimi i shqiptarëve nga Sanxhaku i Nishit 1877 – 1878”, libri I. Prishtinë, 1994, Pages 
220 – 221. 
 18  Conference of ambassadors was attended by representatives of these countries: England, Germany, 
Austria- Hungary, Italy, France and Russia. They had as their object the issue of the future regulation of 
Albania.
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months of this occupation alone is estimated to have been around 25.000 people. 19 

Whereas, the total number of killed during 1912 and 1913 in all Albanian territories 
under Serbian control, according to the Serb Kosta Novakovi, is estimated to be 
around 120.000 of both genders and different ages. 20

On the other hand the other Serb who was acting secretary of the Serbian Prime 
Minister Nikola Pasic, Tomic confessed that during his trip from Prizren to Peja on 
both sides of the road he had seen only burned villages which had been razed to the 
ground. 21All this violence and terror from above that characterizes this period of time 
Serbia exercised in order to demographic change in the Albanian regions through 
a systematic policy, where it had executed thousands of unarmed Albanians. 22 For 
this terror exercised from above and executed by the Serbian armed forces against 
the Kosovo Albanians, it is worth mentioning the warning of the Serbian reporters 
themselves, in 1914, who warned that one day the Serbian bourgeoisie would have to 
be punished for its crimescommitted against Albanians. 23

There is a lot of data about the genocidal policy and ethnic cleansing that Serbia 
exercised against Albanians in that period of time that are preserved in the Yugoslav 
Encyclopedia itself. 24 In connection with the terror of the Serbian occupier against the 
unarmed Albanian population, a case presented by a Serbian soldier (witness) will 
be presented. 
“Many residents who could not escape were slaughtered on the ceilings of their houses. After 
investigating, we set fire to the huts and they then came out of the dungeon as if hungry, 
shouting, cursing and asking for mercy. We killed them, we only spared bullets on the children, 
and we used bayonet”. 25

It is also worth mentioning the following report on the terror of the Serbian regime that 
had exercised against the Albanians “Albanians were always under constant surveillance 
of organs, imprisonment, ill-treatment and physical liquidation of Albanians were on the 
agenda”.All the plans of the Government moved to eliminate this ethnic group, whether 
through complete assimilation, through forced expulsion or through physical annihilation.” 26 

The American Association for the Investigation of Causes and Behaviors in the Balkan 
War, Carnegie, also reported on such horrific crimes committed by the Serbian state 
against Albanians during this time. 27

 19 NadbiskupLazërMjeda, Izveštaj o srpskomosvajanjuKosovaiMakedonije in: http://www.albanian 
history. net/ texts20_1/AH1913_6.html (11.04.2021).
 20 Novaković,Kosta:SrbizacijaikolonizacijaKosova, Balkanskafederacia, Beč, 1931.
 21  Leo Freundlich: AlbaiensGolgatha, Wien 1913, p.18.
 22 Mazower, Mark: “Der Balkan”, Berliner TaschenbuchVerlag, Berlin 2002, p. 189.
 23 Djilas, Milovan: “Jahr der Macht, Kraftespiel hinter demEisernenVorhangMemorien1945-1966”, 
Munchen 1983, p. 432.
 24 JugoslovenskaEnciklopedija, JLZ, “Miroslav Krleza”, Zagreb 1974, p. 319.
 25  Kasumi, Haki:,Djegiet e fshatravedhegrabitjet e pronavetoksore.in:”InstitutiiHistorise se 
Kosoves,Prishtina, 1996 p. 107.
 26  Reuter, Jens: “AlbanienimUmbruch”, Sudost-InstitutMunchen 1990, Coordinator of the writings Franz 
– Lothar Altmann, Volume 28, p.82.
 27 Report of the International Commission to Inquire into the Causes and Conflict of the Balkan Wars. 
Washington:  Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 1914.
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3.2.  Period during the First World War 
During this period Kosovo was placed under the administration of Austria-Hungary 
and Bulgaria after the defeat of Serbian forces in 1915 under the command of King 
Peter Karadjordjevic. 28But even though there were some more liberal aspects in 
terms of freedoms and human rights for Albanians until local self-administration, the 
resistance of dissatisfied Albanians through the so-called cuckoos organized in the 
form of gangs had continued. This dissatisfaction was expressed especially towards 
the Bulgarian occupiers who were not ready to recognize to the Albanians any rights, 
whether national or human. 29

3.3.  The period between the two world wars
After FWW, Kosovo was annexed by the proclaimed “Serbian, Croatian and Slovenian 
Kingdom”. In the period 1918-1919 alone, Serbian forces killed 12,371 Albanians. 30 

Whereas, in the years 1918 - 1941, 255,878 Albanians were forcibly expelled from 
Kosovo to Anatolia without the right to return. 31During this period of time, the Serbian 
intelligentsia, in interaction with the Serbian government, had devised projects for 
the expulsion of Albanians from their ancient territories. Among them were Vasa 
Cubrilovic and Jovan Cvijic. Thus the political adviser of the Royal Government of 
Yugoslavia, the member of SASA, Cubrilovic had drafted his plan on the “expulsion 
of Albanians” from their territories, and the property of Albanians to be replaced by 
Serbian and Montenegrin settlers from the territories of Serbia, Montenegro and even 
from the US. 32At the same time the president of SASA at that time, Jovan Cvijic spoke 
and defended the expulsion of Albanians, alluding to give a “scientific” approach to 
his hypothesis, about the alleged “late Albanization of Serbian territories” 33.
It is characteristic for this period of time that, while in one of them a large number 
of Albanians were expelled from their territory, inherited from the ancient Illyrian-
Dardanian period, on the other hand in these territories were brought 18,000 settler 
families from Serbia and Mali i Zi. Therefore, as a result of these violent demographic 
changes by the Serbian regime in the territories inhabited by Albanians, while 
in 1919 there was only 24% Slavic population, in 1927 it reached 37%. 34 It is worth 
mentioning that Albanian property was donated to Serbian colonists and especially 
to Serbian soldiers and volunteers. 35Thus, during the regime of King Alexander 
 28 Đurić, Đorđe andPavlović. Momčilo: Istorija 3. Beograd: Zavodzaudžbenike, 201. p. 96.
 29 Bajraktari, Jusuf,Rexhepi, Fehmi, Demaj, Frashër: “Historia 10 – gjimnazi matematikë dhe informatikë 
dhe gjimnazi I shkencave natyrore”, ShtëpiaBotuese ‘Libri Shkollor’, Prishtinë, 2011, p. 101.
 30 Malcolm, Noel:Kosovo - A Short History. London: Pan Macmillan, 2002. p. 278.
 31 Bajrami, Hakif: “The displacement of Albanians in Turkey, during the years 1912 - 1914”, published in 
Genocide  and Genocidal Acts of the Serbian government, against Albanians from the Eastern Crisis and 
beyond “, Prishtina 1995, p. 143.
 32 Rushiti, Limon: “Krimi – Gjenocidindajshqiptareve me 1912 – 1915, ne funksion te pastrimit etnik dhe 
vazhdimi I tij me 1918 – 1921”, published in Genocide and Genocidal Acts of the Serbian government, 
against Albanians  from the Eastern Crisis and beyond (1994), Prishtina, 1995 p. 92.
 33 Cvijić, Jovan:Balkanskopoluostrvoijužnoslovenskezemlje-osnoviantropogeografije. Zavodzaizdavanje 
udžbenika, Beograd, 1966.
 34 Weithmann, Michael: “Der ruhelose Balkan”, 1993 Munich, p. 190.
 35 ArhivJugoslavije, Beograd, MUD, 14, kut, 91; Malcolm, Noel. Kosovo - A Short History. London: Pan  
Macmillan,2002. p. 278-281.
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in 1920, a special program was drafted for the expulsion of Albanians from their 
ethnic territories. Therefore, in the realization of this infamous project by the Serbian 
army and gendarmerie, serious crimes have been committed, burning 182 Albanian 
villages. 36

It is worth mentioning that the Cubrilovic Project aimed at the Albanian population 
living in the territories occupied by Serbia, to penetrate for a short time to Turkey and 
especially to the Anatolian Territory, on the border with Kurdistan. For the realization 
of this project, the Yugoslav Government under the leadership of Nikola Pashiq 
took care on July 11, 1938 to reach the signing of a convention for the deportation 
of 400,000 people (most of them were Albanians) within 6 years with Turkey. In 
return, the Yugoslav government would provide financial support to Turkey. A 
mass deportation of Albanians from their homes took place between 1937 and 
1941. 37 According to an archival document, during this period of time, nearly 300,000 
Albanians were deported to Turkey alone. 38 It is also worth mentioning the failure of 
an agreement between Serbia and Albania for the expulsion of 50,000 Albanians from 
Kosovo to Albania.

3.4.  Period during World War II
The planned forced deportation of Albanians from their lands and the bringing of 
Slavic settlers to these territories was planned to take place in the years 1939 - 1943. 
But the further deportation and colonization of Kosovo was interrupted by the 
beginning of the Third Reich bombings on 6 April 1941 in Belgrade.
During the SWW (1941 - 1945) Kosovo was placed under the administration of the 
Germans, Bulgarians and Italians. One of the greatest officials of that time, the Serb 
SvetozarVukmanovic Tempo, estimated that the Albanians in the former Yugoslavia 
welcomed the German attack on Yugoslavia with feelings of freedom, hoping for a 
change of government and the advancement of their national status, which did not 
had experienced it until then. 39

During the SWW, Albanians fought for national liberation and the independence 
of these territories. During this period, Kosovo Albanians were divided into two 
ideological wings: one wing was attached to the ideology of the Slavic Comintern, 
led by the Albanian partisan, FadilHoxha, an associate of Josip Broz Tito, to whom, 
according to 1944 data, 50,000 soldiers, of whom 6,000 were killed not only in the 
territory of Kosovo but also in other parts of Yugoslavia, 40 while the other wing under 
the command of Xhafer Deva who supported the national program supported by the 
democratic West. 41Xhafer Deva was an Albanian nationalist who was persecuted by 
the regime of the pre-war Yugoslav Kingdom.
It is important to mention that in the period from December 31 to January 2, 1944 in 
 36 AVII B, P3, Program zalikvidacijuArnautskogprvaka, 28.06.1920, AJ, F. 14, MinistarstvoUnutrasnjihDela, 
k.  118.
 37 Malcolm, Noel. Kosovo - A Short History. London: Pan Macmillan, 2002, p. 278-281.
 38 Verl, Marenglen:Nje document interesant rreth spastrimit etknik te viseve shqiptare ne Jugosllavi, 
Arkivi shqiptar, Nr. 102/2000, Tirane, p. 97/100.
 39 Vukmanovic, Svetozar – Tempo: Memoari, Beograd 1971, Edit. 1, p. 322.
 40 Weithmann, Michael: “Der ruhelose Balkan”, 1993 Munchen,, p. 194.
 41  Wolfgang, Libal and KohlChristine v. : “Kosovo gordischer Knoten des Balkan”, Europaverlag  Wien 
1992, p. 53.
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Bujan of the Gjakova Mountains was held the Conference of Communists, which was 
attended by 49 members, including 6 Serbs, where it was planned that after the end 
of the War , Kosovo to join Albania. This union was based on the Leninist motto “self-
government until secession”. One of the participants was Fadil Hoxha, an Albanian 
communist from Kosovo who after the war was promoted to the highest positions in 
the structures of the Yugoslav Federation. 42

Prior to the end of the SWW, large-scale massacres of Kosovo Albanians by Yugoslav 
communists took place. One of them was that of December 23 and 24, 1944 in Gjilan, 
when the Yugoslav Army entered the city without resistance. This cruel army had 
killed Albanians wherever it found them: whether on the streets or at home. There 
were many women and children among them. In the two days mentioned above, she 
had killed about 4,500 Albanians. 43

It is also worth mentioning that during this period of time the Drenica Region was 
particularly affected by the terror and massacres perpetrated by the Yugoslav army. 
Thus in that territory during this war every tenth inhabitant was killed or wounded. 
Most of them were killed in the two months of 1945, January and February by the 
Yugoslav Communist Army. 44On February 8 of the same year, Kosovo was placed 
under military administration led by Tito. During this violent administration, data 
were collected on the murder of tens of thousands of Albanians. 45 In May of this year, 
the communist regional committee met in order to revise the position of the Bujan 
Conference, which had on its platform the unification of Kosovo with Albania, while 
from now on it was decided by this committee, that Kosovo has an autonomous 
regional status within the Republic of Serbia. 46

The other great massacre of this time committed by the Yugoslav Army against the 
Albanians was that of Bar. Thus, from March 20 to 27, 1945, Tito’s partisans had 
deported 12,294 Albanians to Montenegro, specifically to Bar. They were sent there 
according to Tito’s communist propaganda that Albanians were being sent there for 
the liberation of Montenegro. But, in fact, 3,770 Albanian partisans were killed or 
wounded there. 47

3.5. The period after the Second World War
Tito’s communist promise that Kosovo would join Albania after the end of the SWW 
remained just a pure lie 48, as even after the liberation of Kosovo from the Nazi occupiers 
continued the colonization of Kosovo and the expulsion of Albanians. Kosovo was 
left without the will of its people within the Yugoslav Federation despite the fact that 
the Albanian population had fought for its liberation against German troops. 49 Suffice 
 42 Hoxha, Enver: Titistet, Tirana 1983, p. 130.
 43 Pirraku, Muhamet: “Mulla Idris Gjilanidhembrojtjakombetare e KosovesLindore” 1941 – 1951”, 
Prishtine 1995, p. 171.
 44 Dobra, Islam: Lufta e Drenices 1941 – 1945 dhe N D SH ne Kosovederi 1947, Prishtinë 1997, p. 292.
 45 Altmann, Franz - Lothar: “AlbanienimUmbruch”, Edit. 28, 1990 Sudost - Institut (Munchen), p. 85.
 46  NIN, 11.12.1983.
 47 Dobra, Islam: Lufta e Drenices 1941 – 1945 dhe N D SH ne Kosovederi 1947, Prishtinë 1997, p. 289.
 48 Weithmann, Michael, W. : “Krisenherd Balkan, Ursprunge und Hintergrunde des aktuellen Konflikts”, 
Wilhem Heyne Verlag, Munich 1992, p. 187.
 49 Bozic, Ivan; Markovic, Sima; Ekmecic, Milorad; Dedijer Vladimir: Istorija Jugoslavije, Prosvjeta  Belgrade 
1973,  p. 541.
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it to mention the threatening message to the Albanians of the Supreme Headquarters 
of the Liberation War and the Yugoslav Army headed by Tito, in August 1944: “You 
Albanians, together with the fascist occupiers, raised your hand against the neighboring 
peoples and were badly ashamed …Such behavior has so far not earned you the right to live in 
brotherhood and equality with the other peoples of Yugoslavia.” 50.
Now in relation to the Bujan Conference for the unification of Albanian lands, the 
Serbs always found the pretext of attacking the Albanian communists for separatism. 
The great Serbian policy drafted by Vaso Cubrilovic continued on November 3, 1944 
with the program for the extermination of all Albanians. Thus, through the neo-Nazi 
program, they demanded that during the conduct of SWW military operations, this 
situation be used to liquidate them under the accusation against the Albanians for 
collaborating with the occupier. 51

One of the most difficult periods during the communist system for the Kosovo Albanian 
population was that between 1955-1956. At this time a propaganda was spread that 
the Kosovo Albanians were left with many weapons under their control which could 
pose a danger for the region. Under the alleged motto of collecting weapons in the 
action exercised by the Yugoslav government under the leadership of Aleksandar 
Rankovic, over 100 murders had taken place and over 30.000 Albanians had been 
mistreated in the cruelest ways. 52 In the period 1953-1966, 80.000 Albanians were 
deported from Kosovo to Turkey. 53 It is universally known that Tito did not oppose 
these measures of terror against Kosovo Albanians. 54 At this time as a special case it 
is worth mentioning that in 1964 was the organization of the National Movement for 
Unification with Albania under the leadership of the writer Adem Demaqi, who was 
later several times condemned by the Titoist communist system in severe prison for 
his national activity, where the total were over 28 years. 
In the aforementioned period until the ouster of Aleksandar Rankovic (Yugoslav 
Prime Minister and Minister of the Interior) from his post, which was achieved 
by Josip Broz Tito, in Brione in 1966, there was a terror campaign in Kosovo with 
assimilationist political motives and terrorizing against Albanians which was 
carried out through the secret police, state terror by continuing this activity that was 
interrupted for a while as a result of the development of SWW.
Article 133 of the Yugoslav Criminal Code was implemented at this time to combat 
hostile groups fighting for the secession of the republics from Yugoslavia. 55 It is more 
important to mention Tito’s response to his last visit to the United States in 1978, 
when he asked American professor George Hoffmann what his greatest political 
failure was. “Inability to bring all people of Yugoslavia into a real community.” 56 Therefore, 
 50 Culaj,Lush: Një përvjetor I krimit dhe terrorit, in: “Koha ditore”, 04.12.2004.
 51 Cubrilovic, Vasa: “Misljenje o manjinama”, 1945; Plenum CK KPJ, I.IV 1945, Zakljuci.
 52 Bajraktari, Jusuf: “Format e Gjenocidit serb ndaj shqiptareve, nepermjet aksioneve te mbledhjes se 
armeve (1913  – 1993), Prishtinë 1994, p. 154.
 53 Hoxha, Hajredin: Afrimacijaalbaneskenacionalnosti u Jugoslaviji, Prishtine 1984, p. 62.
 54 Meier, Viktor: Wie Yugoslavia verspielt wurde. Beck’scheReiche, Munich 1995, p. 54.
 55 Krivicnizakon Savezne Republike Jugoslavije (“Službeni list SFRJ”, (Official Gazette of the Federal 
Republic of  Yugoslavia), No. 44 / 76-1329, 36 / 77-1478, 34 / 84-895, 37 / 84-933, 74 / 87-1743, 57 / 89-1441, 3 / 
90-63, 38 /  90- 1217, 45 / 90-1340, 54 / 90-1773 and “Official Gazette of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia”, 
No. 35 / 92- 651, 37 / 93-816, 24 / 94-273, 61/01 from 09.11).
 56 Meier, Viktor: Wie Yugoslavia verspieltwurde. Beck’scheReiche, Munich 1995, p. 11.
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this answer speaks best of the irreconcilable contradictions that reigned in Tito’s 
Yugoslavia until the time of his death, which had occurred two years later after the 
aforementioned interview (4.5.1980).

4. Period 1981 - 1989
After Tito’s death, contradictions between the peoples of Yugoslavia were already 
emerging. Thus, Serbia had continued to realize its project for a Greater Serbia. 
During this period in Kosovo, dissatisfaction with the legal situation of Kosovo 
in the former Yugoslav Federation had begun to openly appear. Therefore, as a 
result of these dissatisfactions, initially on March 11, 1981 in the Student Canteen 
of UP, the dissatisfaction of the students of the University of Prishtina had started. 
Furthermore, they had continued to protest in the city streets. Due to their small 
numbers, the Yugoslav communist government wanted to diminish the value of 
these demonstrations in the international arena. On March 26, they were followed by 
bloodshed from the police violence of the communist system. But, still the Yugoslav 
anti-Albanian regime, by suppressing by all means the student youth in all parts of 
Kosovo, continued to try to keep this terror hidden despite the legitimate demands of 
the Albanians for the equality of the Albanians with other nations in Yugoslavia and 
this would be achieved with the advancement of the status of the Province of Kosovo 
in the Republic, which would be equal to other Republics in the former Yugoslav 
Federation. Kosovo had a legitimate right as it had a precise administrative territory, 
the third largest population in the former Yugoslavia and its natural resources, see 
also the underground ones with which the Yugoslav Federation itself provided 
guarantees during the development of transactions with foreign countries. tried 
to keep this terror hidden despite the legitimate demands of the Albanians for the 
equality of the Albanians with other nations in Yugoslavia and this would be achieved 
by advancing the status of the Province of Kosovo in the Republic, which would be 
equal to other Republics in the former Yugoslav Federation. Kosovo had a legitimate 
right as it had a precise administrative territory, the third largest population in the 
former Yugoslavia and its natural resources, see also the underground ones with 
which the Yugoslav Federation itself provided guarantees during the development 
of transactions with foreign countries. 
The publication of the demonstrations of Kosovo Albanians in the international arena 
was officially given on April 6 by the then Minister of Foreign Affairs Stane Dolanc. 
He acknowledged the fact that these demonstrations were widespread in Kosovo 
and that a state of emergency had been declared in Kosovo. 57 Dolanc had accused 
the “pro-fascist groups” with their headquarters in Stuttgart, Brussels and other 
European countries of holding these demonstrations. Albania was firstly reserved 
by this labeling or accusation. 58 Only later, on May 5, 1981, Albania was labeled an 
enemy country. 59

Characteristic of the great imprisonment of Albanians after these demonstrations of 
1981 was that by 1986 over 4.000 young Albanians were imprisoned 60. Most of these 
 57  Tanjug - Bulletin, Vienna, 06.04.1981.
 58 Meier, Viktor: Wie Yugoslavia verspieltwurde. Beck’scheReiche, Munich 1995, p. 48.
 59 Polemika me organin e Partise in: ZeriiPopullit.
 60 VM Drohungen auf demAmselfeld, no FAZ, 13,12.1986.
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prisoners were handcuffed only for writing a slogan with national content, while the 
terror against the Albanian “nationalists” and “irredentists” was offensive. According 
to this source it is said that the “enemy” was sought in every place and often was also 
produced.
The Belgrade daily “Politika” had also reacted to the great terror exercised against the 
Albanians by this Yugoslav suppression machine in 1986. It did not require to reduce 
or stop the violence of the Serbian police against the Albanians, but demanded that 
the enemy should be hit where it really stands, there in the University and in general 
in the ranks of Albanian intellectuals. 61 Therefore, in the realization of this criminal 
platform undertaken by the Serb-Yugoslav communist government in order to hinder 
the education of Albanians in Kosovo, over 800 Albanian teachers and professors 
were expelled from school and university institutions. 62

One of the most culminating events of this time is the arrival of Milosevic on the 600th 
anniversary of the Battle of Kosovo in Gazimestan (the battle between the Ottoman 
Empire and the alliance of the Balkan peoples, which was won by the Empire. 
Ottoman), where war against the Albanians was declared. The German historian 
Meier has no answer to this question either 63, when he comments, that “Albanians 
should not be declared enemies of this battle, because the Albanian princes together with the 
Serbs had participated in the defense of these territories”. 

5. Period 1989 - 1999
Since the autonomy of Kosovo was undemocratically suspended by Serbia on March 
23, 1989, violent measures in Kosovo had begun in every corner of life, be it political, 
educational, health or social. The government forces involved in the conflict were a 
complex combination of police and special police forces of the Serbian Ministry of 
Internal Affairs, soldiers and special military units of the Yugoslav Army, paramilitary 
forces, local militias, and a host of forces coming from other countries. . All of them 
operated under the orders of the government in Belgrade.
Serbia’s politically motivated crimes against Albanians in the 1990s were not isolated 
from one another. This report presents the historical and political context of the war 
and a critique of the response of the international community to the development of 
the crisis during the above-mentioned decade. Key changes in the Yugoslav security 
apparatus in 1998, including the appointment of a new head of the Serbian state 
security service and the Yugoslav Army General Staff, indicate that preparations for 
the offensive were made at that time. In early 1999, there was a marked increase in 
the military presence and arming of ethnic Serb civilians. Police and army actions 
in late February and early March around Vushtrri and Podujeva, 64named by the 
authorities  “winter exercises” enabled railway and road connection with northern 
Serbia, unprecedented attacks on civilians and the forcible displacement of more 
than 850.000 ethnic Albanians from Kosovo. 65During the first three weeks of the 
NATO bombing, 525.787 refugees from Kosovo flocked to neighboring countries. 
 61 VM Drohungen auf demAmselfeld, no FAZ, 13,12.1986.
 62 VM Drohungen auf demAmselfeld, no FAZ, 13,12.1986.
 63 Meier, Viktor: Wie Yugoslavia verspieltwurde. Beck’scheReiche, Munich 1995, p. 51.
 64 Human Rights Watch October 2001 NEN URDHERA: Krimet e Luftes ne Kosove.
 65 Human Rights Watch October 2001 NEN URDHERA: Krimet e Luftes ne Kosove.
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Government forces reportedly displaced 862.979 ethnic Albanians from Kosovo, and 
several hundred thousand more were displaced within Kosovo, in addition to those 
displaced before March 1999. More than 80 percent of Kosovo’s entire population - 90 
percent of which were from Albanians- moved from their homes. 66

During the war in Kosovo, according to the Humanitarian Law Center, 10,794 
Albanians were killed. 67The deliberate and unlawful killing of civilians - extrajudicial 
executions - was an important part of the “cleansing” campaign. Across Kosovo, 
civilians known to be non-combatants, including many women and children, were 
killed by Serbian police, Yugoslav Army soldiers, and paramilitary forces implicated 
in “execution-style” killings in the country”. 68

The forced relocation was well organized, indicating that it was pre-planned. Villages 
in strategic areas were “cleared” to provide communication lines and control of 
wider areas. Areas where the KLA had support and those where it was not present 
were attacked in joint actions by police, army and paramilitaries. Large cities were 
“cleansed” using buses, trains and long caravans of tractors heading towards the 
borders. Refugees were forced to leave or transported in an organized manner by the 
state towards the borders, according to a program prepared for forced displacement 
and deportation characterized by a very high degree of coordination and control. 
Human Rights Watch also documented the well-known practice of “identity 
cleansing”: refugees were often deprived of their identity documents and forced to 
remove license plates from their cars and tractors before being allowed to cross the 
border. Before reaching the border, many Albanians had their personal documents 
destroyed, indicating that the government was trying to make their return impossible. 
The mass displacement of Kosovo Albanians may have served a number of purposes. 
First, it may have been intended to change the demographic composition of Kosovo - a 
policy often mentioned throughout history by extreme Serbian nationalist politicians. 
These demographic changes could have led to the eventual division of the province 
into two parts, one for Serbs and one for Albanians. Second, the displacements may 
have been intended to destabilize neighboring countries: Albania and Macedonia. 
Finally, the aim of the mass displacement of Albanians may have been to keep 
NATO forces in neighboring countries in order to prevent a ground attack or, at the 
very least, to weaken the consistency of NATO alliances. If the goal was to weaken 
the consistency of the international community, this of course failed, as images of 
suffering refugees only provoked public outrage and increased calls for action. 69Rape 
and sexual violence were also components of this campaign. Rapes against Albanians 
were not rare and isolated acts committed by individuals of Serbian and Yugoslav 
forces, but instruments to terrorize the civilian population, to extort money from the 
families of these girls and to force people to leave their homes. 70

The destruction of the wealth of the population by government troops in 1999 marked 
a great increase. According to a UNHCR study, in November 1999, almost 40 percent of 
all homes in Kosovo were severely damaged or completely destroyed. Municipalities 
 66 Human Rights Watch October 2001 NEN URDHERA: Krimet e Luftes ne Kosove.
 67  http://ekonomiasot.com/sa-persona-jane-vrare-ne-luften-e-kosoves/ (21.04.2021).
 68  Human Rights Watch October 2001 NEN URDHERA: Krimet e Luftes ne Kosove.
 69 Human Rights Watch October 2001 NEN URDHERA: Krimet e Luftes ne Kosove.
 70 Human Rights Watch October 2001 NEN URDHERA: Krimet e Luftes ne Kosove.
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with strong ties to the KLA were further damaged, in part because attacks against them 
began in 1998. Other areas unrelated to KLA activities were also damaged, such as the 
city of Peja, where more than 80 percent of city homes were destroyed. 71

International law is clear about the responsibilities of leaders who organize or permit 
the commission of war crimes. The perpetrators of the crimes, as well as the military 
or political leader who orders the crimes or does not take measures to prevent them 
or punish the perpetrators, are equally responsible.

Conclusions

From the data presented in this paper, it is concluded that the Serb-Yugoslav state 
terror has been applied since the Middle Ages. But, this terror had intensified at the 
time of the independence of Serbia and Montenegro in the XIX century, and had 
begun to take the measures of the most serious crimes against humanity. At the 
beginning of the twentieth century, with the departure of the forces of the Ottoman 
Empire from these territories, they did not enable the freedom and independence of 
all Albanians in their Balkan lands, but the crimes against them were only replaced 
by those of the Serbian and Montenegrin forces. . These occupying forces occupied 
the Albanian territories and systematically carried out horrific massacres against the 
innocent population, while other measures were applied to another part for their 
assimilation. Therefore, the project for their deportation from Kosovo was elaborated 
to this population, which was mainly deported to Turkey.
Thus, as documented in this paper, Serb-Slavic terror against Albanians was exercised 
for political motives, where the aim was to evacuate these areas with Albanians 
and colonize their ethnic territories with Serbs and Montenegrins from other parts 
of Yugoslavia and other countries, where they lived. This terror had ceased only 
because of the interventions of powerful states in the former Yugoslavia (such as: that 
during the FWW with the intervention of Austria-Hungary, during the SWW with 
the German-Italian occupation, and that of NATO, in 1999), where about 1.000.000 
Albanians were expelled from Kosovo across the border.
Therefore, based on these data provided in this paper, it is concluded that the Serb-
Slavic terror against Kosovo Albanians committed during the twentieth century, was 
organized by the Serbian authorities in coordination with the Serbian intelligentsia 
from all academic levels. In this way it is confirmed that such cooperation between 
the ruling forces and those of the intelligence has always been present in every period 
of time towards the Albanians in Kosovo. This crime committed against Albanians 
that was said in this paper is also called terror from above, which was initiated and 
co-designed and carried out by the two entities mentioned for political motives.
It can also be stated that Durkheim’s statement regarding deviant phenomena, 
while on the one hand are considered acts of criminal violence permissible for the 
other party will be considered criminal acts which violate international conventions 
for the preservation of peace and that protect humanity from genocide and crimes 
against humanity.The Albanians had never accepted the annexation of their territory 
by Serbia and Montenegro. Therefore, they have considered such an act a classic 
colonialism and have always opposed it until the complete expulsion of Serbia and 
Montenegro from these territories at the end of the twentieth century.
 71  Human Rights Watch October 2001 UNDER ORDER: War Crimes in Kosovo.
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