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Educational and linguistic activity of Sali Gjuka
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“Only with the advancement of education can the fog of the blinding darkness be lost or 
dissolved; this is how the blossom of the century is won, otherwise the stock of ignorance 

cannot be fought...” ( Sali Gjukë Dukagjinit) 1

Abstract

Among the activists of the Albanian National Renaissance, one of the most prominent fi gures 
of Kosovo and all over Albania in the fi eld of Albanian education, culture and science is 
also distinguished Democrat from Dukagjini, Salih Gjuka, oft en referred to as Sali Gjukë 
Dukagjini. He is the fi rst Albanian language teacher for the Albanian students, at the Normal School 
and the Gymnasium of Skopje, who did not spare anything for the freedom and independence 
of the Fatherland, to distribute the light of knowledge in Albanian territories. Aft er 1960s very 
litt le is writt en and spoken for his activity and contribution in educational, school materials, publicity, 
poetry, folklore, ethnography and especially in the fi eld of linguistics. 2 Among the most meritorious 
for identifying the activity and work that stands behind the pseudonym Gjuk Shala, Xhuk and Gjuk 
Dukagjini, Shqypja (1911-1912) is the passionate scholar of this author. He appears indirectly in the 
studies done by many authors 3. Pirraku had identifi ed that behind this pseudonym stand the works of 
this Renaissance man, collaborator of the magazine "Shkupi". In 1910, Gjuka published the linguistic 
work “Gramer teorik. 4”
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 1  This statement is extracted from the writings of Sali Gjukë Dukagjini “On the Development of Education in 
Albania” ("Përlindj' e Shqypnies" Newspaper, National Government Edition, Volume I, Vlora, 24/6, August 
l913). Whereas, appraisals of this bright mind are also highlighted in the press of the time: "Salih Gjuka, 
this calm mind and this acting idealist, not just for propaganda, but especially for action." - writes Tiel (a 
pseudonym author) "In Memoriam for Sali Gjuka ”, Afrimi, Vlora, 28 November 1925, p.2. Similarly Lekë 
Zeza (also pseudonym), Albanian Students' Club of Thessaloniki, Tirana, 1944, p.22.
 2  Ajet Haxhiu wrote for Salih Gjuka, in the work "Hasan Prishtina and the Patriotic Movement of Kosovo, 
Tirana, 1968, p.16, Shukri Rrahimi" The Vilajet of Kosovo", Pristina, 1969, p.137, 188; Jashar Rexhepagiqi, 
"Development of Education and the schooling system of Albanian nationality in the territory of present-day 
Yugoslavia until 1918”, Pristina, 1970, p.134, 298., Skender Laurasi, Isa Boletini, Tirana, 1969, p.197,194 
as well as in ha papers "the history of Albanian people II”, Pristina, 1969, p. 346 and in “The Provisional 
Government of Vlora and its activity, Tirana, 1963, p. 31-32,59,336. In particular, the activity of this patriot 
is highlighted in the work published under the care of of the precious scholar Muhamet Pirraku, in his study 
187 p. Pristina, 1991. 
 3  Ajet Haxhiu wrote for Salih Gjuka, in the work "Hasan Prishtina and the Patriotic Movement of Kosovo, 
Tirana, 1968, p.16, Shukri Rrahimi" The Vilajet of Kosovo", Pristina, 1969, p.137, 188; Jashar Rexhepagiqi, 
"Development of Education and the schooling system of Albanian nationality in the territory of present-day 
Yugoslavia until 1918”, Pristina, 1970, p.134, 298., Skender Laurasi, Isa Boletini, Tirana, 1969, p.197,194 
as well as in ha papers "the history of Albanian people II”, Pristina, 1969, p. 346 and in “The Provisional 
Government of Vlora and its activity, Tirana, 1963, p. 31-32,59,336. In particular, the activity of this patriot 
is highlighted in the work published under the care of of the precious scholar Muhamet Pirraku, in his study 
187 p. Pristina, 1991. 
 4  This information was fi rst given by Jup Kastrati.
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1. Chronicle of the biography of the democratic patriot, education activist, 
linguist, poet and publicist Sali Gjuka

This Renaissance man was born in Peja, in 1876, in a family of well-known patriotic 
traditions coming from Strellc village of Dukagjini. He att ended the fi rst level of 
education (iptidaia) in the hometown aft er the promulgation of the Constitution 
(Hyriet) in July 1908, while the middle (idadi) in Skopje 5. Taking into account the 
hard economic situation of his family he overcame the diffi  culties of the time and 
got enrolled as a student at the Law Faculty in Thessaloniki, where he was devoted 
especially to studying linguistics 6. Aft er fi nishing his studies, he started work at the 
court of that city and continued his activity in the service of the liberation of the 
captive fatherland. 7 Gjuka had also completed specializations in Istanbul and Paris. 8 
In 1909, though illegally, Sali Gjuka worked tirelessly for the opening of the Albanian 
school in Peja. In 1910, he became the fi rst Albanian language teacher for Albanian 
students, at the Normal School and the Gymnasium of Skopje. In this honoured 
mission he had by his side patriots like Bajram Curri, Hasan Prishtina and Bedri 
Pejani. He was directly involved in the distribution of students of those schools, in 
the precious mission of education, especially in Kosovo and across ethnic lands. The 
former students themselves would always remember with respect their fi rst mother 
tongue teacher. Some of his students state that the patriot S.Gjuka: "... spoke to us about 
the beauty of the Albanian language, about the history of Skanderbeg, about the activities of 
patriotic associations abroad. He gave us ABC-books that were printed in Bucharest..." 9.
In 1909 he was appointed “myhyr” (chief of district) in Neveskë of Manastiri Vilajet, 
and in autumn of the same year he was appointed education inspector. He got in touch 
with the distinguished patriots such as Papa Vasili, etc., whereby he intensifi ed the 
educational activity and the poetic, publicistic and patriotic work. During the period 
1910-1912, Sali Gjuka was recognized as a fi ghter and activist of the nationwide anti-
Ott oman uprisings. His educational activity was particularly emphasised aft er April 
1912, when the new Club "Bashkimi" was founded in Thessaloniki. That was the nest 
of propaganda about the need for patriotic education, the urgent need for the spread 
of Albanian language and education in all the lands where Albanians lived. This 
activity was extended and realized mainly among Albanian students in Thessaloniki. 
In this city Gjuka established a group of armed fi ghters and decided to start fi ghting 
the invaders. Unable to return to the Vilayet of Kosovo, Gjuka, in Corfu, joined the 
patriot Dervish Hima, helping him in his eff orts in the liberation war. 10 There are 

 5  See: M.Pirraku, Albanological traces-SSHH, 16/1985, Pristina, 1986. (In 1908 Gjuka joined the club 
"Bashkimi", which was led by Nexhip Draga, Bajram Curri, Hasan Prishtina, Bedri Pejan, Jashar Erbaras etc. 
 6  See, The Provisional Government of Vlora, Tirana, 1963, p. 336 and J. Rexhepagic, The Development of 
Education and Schooling System of Albanian Nationality in the Territory of Present-day Yugoslavia until 
1918”, Pristina, 1970, p.137.
 7 Murat Gecaj, "The Eagle-eyed  Kosovar Sali Gjuka'', Perla - Quarterly Scientifi c and Cultural Magazine, 
Year X 2005 No. 2 (37) pp. 135-146, Publisher: "Saadi Shirazi" Cultural Foundation - Tirana. 
 8  Compare: M.Gecaj, “A Fervent Patriot and a Hard Worker,” The Teacher, November 25, 1985.
 9  Ibid, p.146 (statement of the People's Teacher Avni Zajmi given to scholar Murat Gecaj).  
 10  See, V.Bala, “The Albanian Press in Romania”, Scientifi c Journal of the Two-Year Pedagogical Institute of 
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many correspondence of the time that talk about this valuable contribution. 11 For his 
patriotic activity against the Ott oman invaders, with a rifl e at hand, Prizren's military 
court sentenced S.Guza to death in absentia. A very serious punishment was given to 
him by the military court of Ferizaj too.
Sali Gjuka became one of the leading leaders in the patriotically advanced society 
of the time, named "Shoqëria e zezë për shpëtim," with its "Salvation" committ ee. It was 
created on the initiative of Bajram Curri, and Hasan Prishtina, Isa Boletini and Nexhip 
Draga were also part of it. Saliu was the organizer of the meeting of this association in 
Skopje, which was held in his home on October 14, 1912 and was assigned important 
duties. In this meeting, among other things, a declaration was passed and signed (by 
S.Gjuka too), which was sent to Great Powers in that city. It states that: "The people of 
Albania are taking their guns not to protect the existence of Albania in the Balkans, but to 
protect their lands. So, regardless of the epilogue of the war, the people of Albania insist on a 
free Albania and with a single form of government". Sali Gjuka was assigned, along with 
two others, to send the Declaration to Shkodra. This duty was carried out with great 
will and correctness.
Sali Gjuka expressed his patriotic ideas in the "Manifesto addressed to the states of the 
Ott oman Empire, defending the rights of the Albanian people", which was signed by him. It 
was emphasized that, in the case of disarmament, government authorities murdered 
innocent people, women and children. Measures were also taken to prevent the 
spread of education and culture: "The Albanian newspapers that have writt en about these 
atrocities have been shut down, the printing presses have been closed and their editors have 
been prosecuted. In Elbasan ... the only exiting Normal School in Albania has been closed ... 
All those who dared to read in Albanian have been beaten and put in prison." 12

Sali Gjuka provided a valuable help in the issuing of the newspapers "Populli", 
together with patriots Sali Nivica and Muço Qulli (in Shkodra) and "Bashkimi i Kombit" 
(in Manastir), where he was appointed as a director for a short period of time. Also, 
he conducted many linguistic and ethnographic studies, which he published in the 
press of the time; he wrote and published an Albanian-Turkish grammar (Manastir, 
l9l0) etc. In the rough November of l9l2, Saliu again was among the most well-known 
warriors and thinkers of the time. With the call of the great patriot, Ismail Qemali, 
many delegates travelled towards Vlora, representatives of the people, from all over 
Albania. Among them, was the patriot and the tireless teacher of Albanian language 
and patriotic feelings, Sali Gjukë Dukagjini, as a representative of Kosovo and as 
delegate of Peja, Gjakova, Plavë and Guci,
For the contribution of Sali Gjuka in the National Assembly of Vlora, evidence is 
provided in the press of the pre-liberation time. Among others, one of the newspapers 
of the time stated:
“Ismail Qemali himself, when he saw him, talking about the importance of that night, he 
Shkodra, Shkodra, 1964, p.1 n, 41.
 11  See: "Bashkimi" newspaper, dated 18.09.1982. This data is also documented by the letter dated 21 July 
l912, written by the patriot Nikole Kacorri who wrote from Durres to Sali Nivica, operating in the South: 
"From a letter we received from Hasan Bey (Pristina) tells us that Dervish Hima, with some guys like Sali 
Gjuka etc, had left the Thessaloniki and Istanbul ... to carry out an uprising ... It's been a week in Corfu ... The 
Turkish army is breaking ... It is a miracle that heralds our national victory".
 12  "Acts of the Albanian National Renaissance", Tirana, 1978, page 241.
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approached him and kissed him on both cheeks with tears in his eyes. Sali Gjuka had a truly 
national conscience. When he saw that the delegates from Korça were absent at that meeting, 
he mourned the fate of that city and proposed that other delegates be elected, as Korça was 
surrounded by the enemy”.

2. The educational activity of education veteran Salih Gjuka

This distinguished patriot, who, as it is already documented, in the fi nal act of Albania's 
Declaration of Independence, among the 63 signatures of the delegates, was not only 
a participant of the Great Assembly of 28 November 1912, along with Ismail Qemali, 
Isa Boletini, Luigj Gurakuqi, Nikolla Kaçorri, Jani Minga, Dervish Himna, Babë Dudë 
Karbunara and other compatriots, (Sali Gjuka's signatureis is clearly distinguished, 
my remark R.Gj) 13, but alongside these men he carried out great work, among which 
the educational activities are most highlighted. Thus, the Vlora Assembly, taking into 
account the wide activity of Sali Gjuka, appointed him an advisor in the composition 
of the Senate, and in the meanwhile he was assistant to the Minister of Education 
Luigj Gurakuqi 14. At this time, this educator became acquainted with Papa Vasili, the 
successor to Papa Kristo Negavani. In these areas he spread the Albanian education, 
in Negovan and the surrounding area. 15

S. Gjuka was one of the most fulfi lled teachers of the time, veteran of education, warrior 
of the pen, publicist, and a fi ghter for the freedom and democracy of Albania. 16 He 
wrote and published several textbooks. He also published a series of articles on the 
problems of Albanian language in phonetics, morphology, spelling, formation of new 
words and language criticism and polemics. In cooperation with about 15 bodies of 
the time he published articles on the national issue and was intensely involved with 
issues of customs and other issues in ethnography. Salihu wrote and published not 
only in Albanian, but also in Turkish, Bulgarian, Serbo-Croat, Romanian and Greek 
languages, always with his pseudonyms. Whereas among the most important texts 
on the Albanian linguistics was the "Shkronitaria e gjuhës shqipe".
Here, the educational activity of the patriot gets the proper appraisal and support. 
When assigning Baba Dudë Karbunara in a new assignment in Berat, for the patriot 
Sali Gjuka, Ismail Qemali says: "We will give you the eagle-eyed Kosovar Sali Gjuka" 17. 
 13  Salih Gjuka attended the Vlora Assembly as a representative of Peja, Gjakova, Plava and Gucia and signed 
the decision to declare independence. He then worked for the Government of Vlora for the development of 
education.
 14  The articles published in the newspaper "Përlindja e Shqipnisë" prove this. As of the fi rst issue of this 
newspaper, of the National Government in Vlora, he would write: "Like any other nation, Albanians will 
place the utmost importance on education, that only here they see and must see their hope of civilization ... 
Only by education can we save the Homeland from any damnation." He then would explain in particular 
what measures the Vlora National Government was taking to develop education in the mother tongue, such as 
preparing teachers, opening schools in different villages and so on.
 15  Dr. Muhamet Pirraku, "Salih Gjuka and Albanian School" in "Shkendija", Pristina, April 16, 1991.
 16   Salih Gjuka had illegally learned literacy in Albanian at his birthplace. Whereas, after completing the 
Normal school in Skopje and completing his law studies in Thessaloniki, Istanbul and Paris, he worked as an 
Albanian language teacher.
 17  On December 1912, when he returned to Berat, Babe Duda was with Sali Guka. In January 1913 Sali Gjuka 
began his educational activity as a district education director.
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Gjuka, aft er being appointed director, opened the temporary Normal School for 
the preparation of the fi rst teachers. A considerable part of the teachers who got a 
qualifi cation there were from Kosovo, who later returned to their birthplace where 
they established schools in their mother tongue.
Gjuka did not stop the educational activity and the opening of Albanian schools in 
the former district of Berat 18. Along with the intense educational activity, the patriot 
Gjuka permanently informed about the state of the existing schools and shared his 
ideas for their further expansion in his regular correspondence with the Director 
General of Education, the patriot Luigj Gurakuqi. "Every sub-prefecture, - he proposed 
to Gurakuqi,- needs two full-time 5 level elementary schools, called urban, one for women 
and the other for men. The entire prefecture enjoy 150 three level primary schools ... the centre 
of the prefecture has a big need for a Normanl Gymnasium 19". 
For the advancement of educational activity and to accelerate the expansion of the 
Albanian school, with a well-planned and well-organized activity, Sali Gjuka engaged 
in the development of courses, where many teachers of the former district of Berat 
were qualifi ed. Luigj Gurakuqi himself wrote about this in of the correspondence: 
"I was really satisfi ed with the good progress that this order has achieved and I feel obliged 
to express on behalf of national education my dearest gratitude to the Director of Education, 
Mr. Sali Gjuka ... and all the other teachers who, with their eff ort, diligence and care, tried 
to fi ne-tune and fi nish the fast courses there” 20. The second course, which opened at the 
end of June l9l7, continued until the end of August of that year. It was att ended by 58 
teachers and candidates from the prefecture of Berat, of whom 9 were female and 7 
candidates were from Kosovo. This course was run by Sali Gjuka himself and he was 
assisted by Sulo Resuli 21. All this correspondence, and especially reports, ideas and 
pedagogical thoughts of Sali Gjuka about the state of schools in Central Albania, are 
a living evidence of the real presentation of hardship of education in that period of 
time.
The stamp of Gjuka's patriotic and educational activity carries within the feelings of 
deep concern for removing the medieval darkness and for educational progress of 
the Nation. 22 "By rereading and re-evaluating some of Sali Gjuka Dukagjini's writings 

 18  Under the care of S. Gjuka in this time period would be opened: a school with fi ve classes in Fier, a school 
with 3 classes in Karbunara, as well as 3 other schools in Berat for boys, with 3 classes and 3 girls' school, 
with 1, 3 and 5 classes.
 19  For the Berat Prefecture, which consisted of the sub-prefectures of: Berat, Fier, Lushnje, Mallakastër and 
Skrapar, in another correspondence, written on October 8, 1916, Gjuka would again inform Gurakuqi that: 
"The Berat Prefecture has a desperate need for an agricultural school and for a blacksmith (mechanical) 
school. Thinking and working on the need to provide well prepared teachers with good salaries and working 
conditions for them, Sali Gjuka demanded: "Today, when writers of some rank who don't have even half the 
knowledge of teachers are getting a 140 kr salary, a teacher deserves to be paid twice as much.".(AQSH i 
RSH, MA, 1916, D.21, f.56).
 20   AQSH i RSH, MA, 1917, D.32, f.8.
 21  The newspaper "Mësuesi", February 10, 1983, publishes the comments of Sulo Resuli, who wrote: "We 
intended that young teachers, following the bright example of Mr Sali Gjuka, get some brief introduction in 
teaching didactic... and, in the end, when everyone passed, we were very happy.".
 22  AQSH i RSH, MA, 1916, D.21, f.5-6. (However, there were some government offi cials who saw this 
activity of Gjuka differently. There were, however, complaints about the passionate work of S. Gjuka and 
attempts not to comply with his demands. The notes of protest, for his patriotic activity as an education 
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on the development of education in Albania during the second and third decades of 
the last century, one can see the persistent commitment of Salih Gjuka for Albanians, 
same as any other nation, to give special importance to educational activity, because 
only with the advancement of education could the fog of darkness be removed and 
the blossom of the century could be gained. Furthermore, S. Gjuka was engaged in 
opening Normal Schools where only candidates who meet the following conditions 
could be enrolled as students:
a) Whoever has completed at least the Ruzhdĳ e School or equivalent;
b) Those Albanians who have been teachers anywhere; 
c) Those who do not carry any contagious disease;
ç) Those not older than 30 years of age;
d) Those who pass the entrance exam.
The acceptance of teachers will not be the same as for those who have not exercised blessed 
craft .” 23

Furthermore, in his writings Gjuka demands that those who worked as teachers, 
payed by the government, "will answer: a litt le in reading and writing; a bit of elementary 
geography; be good in four operations with numbers. Others will be tested: good in operation 
with numbers, in dividing numbers; briefl y in geography and history and in reading and 
writing.” 24 Gjuka considers that education is one of the great duties that a nation 
is depended on. According to him only those who can save the country from the 
darkness of ignorance are considered to be devout patriots. In his writing he claims 
that "Whoever loves the well-being of the Albanians, should run and join this army to fi ght 
the ignorance. Long live those who will become teachers in the free Arbni!” 25 Sali Gjukë 
Dukagjini, this tireless activist, patriot, poet, educator, publicist, and brave man, in 
1920 was accused of a "crime" which he did not commit. They mounted the case, 
allegedly participating in the killing of Abdyl Ypi in Durres. He was sentenced to 10 
years in prison for this uncommitt ed act, 4 of which he suff ered. Aft er the victory of 
the June Revolution of 1924, Fan Noli's government amnesties and releases him. 26 
Gjuka's activity covered several areas, including education, writing, publishing, and 
especially linguistics and patriotism. Although he served as education director, he 
was never detached from the political events of the time. Gjuka was also one of the 
organizers of the Lushnja Congress, and one of the supporters of the June Revolution 
1924. Fan Noli was impressed with Sali Gjukë Dukagjini's contribution in the area of 
national education and in the development of the Albanian school, so he off ered him 
the position of the Minister of Education in the Democratic Government.  27 
director were addressed, as per the source document from the time were mainly as follows: "Your principal's 
report did not satisfy us about the deplorable state of the schools. While the report shows the miserable 
condition of students and schools we cannot open more schools!').
 23  From the Writings of Sali Gjukë Dukagjini “On the Development of Education in Albania” (The newspaper 
"Perlindj' e Shqypnies", National Government publication, Volume I, Vlora, 24/6, August l913).
 24  Ibid.
 25  From the Writings of Sali Gjukë Dukagjini “On the Development of Education in Albania” (The newspaper 
"Perlindj' e Shqypnies", National Government publication, Volume I, Vlora, 24/6, August l913).
 26   The book "Bajram Curri" (treatise and documents), Tirana, 1982, page 191. (In the letter sent by Bajram 
Curri to the Government of Noli, among other things, he wrote: "Sali Guka came out clean with the decision 
of an independent court, from a fault that the people of past governments had unjustly wanted to defame").
 27  From archival sources of the time it is documented that S. Gjuka had not accepted this position and the 
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At the time of his acquitt al, S. Gjuka worked for a short period of time as a teacher in 
the "Naim Frashëri" school in Tirana, but aft er the counter-revolution, in December 
1924, he was again imprisoned. He did not spend a long time in prison because he had 
tuberculosis and many people intervened to release him. Aft er that he moved back to 
Berat and, although broken spiritually and physically, worked for a while as director 
of the city's school, until he closed his eyes permanently in Berat, October 25, 1925, 
where he had given so much to the progress and democratization of the country, to 
the development of national education and school in the Albanian language. 28

3. Salih Gjukë Dukagjini's linguistic activity "poured" into "Shkrolaria e shqipes"
   
It’s no doubt that Salih Gjuka is one of the fi rst scholars of Albanian language from the 
territory of Kosovo to deal with grammar issues. He tackled the issues of theoretical 
problems of Albanian language writing, morphology and syntax. Our fi nding 
comes from the fact that while browsing the history of Albanian grammar we have 
encountered a modest number of older Albanian scholars, such as Frano Bardhi (1635) 
and Andrea Bogdani (1683), for whom there is evidence that they were involved in 
writing grammar. Before S. Gjuka, other scholars such as Jashar S. Erebara, Dervish 
Efendĳ a, Tahir Efendi Bosniak dealt with issues of our linguistic problems. 29

Considering the articles of the Language published in the fi ft een organs of the 
Renaissance and Independence that at the epicentre of his linguistic research was 
the word formation in Albanian. This Linguist is one of the few in the Albanian 
language history doing research in the fi eld of neologisms creation in the lett ers of the 
Albanian language. While working on this paper, I got the impression that escaping 
in such a young age interrupted this erudite in his research in the fi eld of linguistics, 
where he showed a rare talent. Gjuka disclosed to the reader that he possessed a high 
level of grammatical knowledge, being prominent in the etymology of words of the 
dialectical Albanian, of the suffi  xes and prefi xes, of the rotacism and of the participle 
of the Albanian language. He wrote these articles for the section "Language Studies" or 
"Language Conversations" 30

This linguist has left  important mark in albanology and it would be appropriate to 

post of Minister of Education was left vacant, so his duty in the Government of Fan Noli was fulfi lled by 
the Deputy Minister. This is how Noli himself stated for this personality. "Like myself, all Kosovars, fully 
appreciate the importance of the Ministry of Education, and we therefore long for a competent, able man to 
take that place and to have proven evidence in his life of the sacrifi ces that our people have made. We fi nd 
these qualities quite excellent in the person of Sali Gjuka".
 28  The Newspaper "Afrimi", which was published by a group of Kosovar boys, headed by prof. Mehmet 
Vokshi, published the obituary and a biography. There, Sali Gjuka was praised with the following words: 
"One of the most strict fi ghters for Albanian independence, one of the fi rst promoters of the national 
movement ..."Sali Gjuka Dukagjini was honored in Albania in the 80s of the last century, with the high title 
of "Teacher of the People", with the following motto: "Outstanding patriot and tireless activist for spreading 
Albanian education and learning; teacher of Albanian language in the Normal school of Skopje; Participant 
in the National Assembly of Vlora for  proclamation of Independence; leader and organizer of our national 
education in the independent Albanian state in the years 1912-1920".
 29  See at length, M.Pirraku, Albanian National Culture up to the League of Prizren, Pristina, 1989, p. 174– 
249.
 30  See, "Përlindja e Shqypëniesë", Vlora, August 10, 1913.
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publish with some critical scrutiny all his linguistic expertise.
Gjuka also laid sound foundations in the scientifi c methodology in the fi eld of 
linguistics. If we take a look at the article “Analyzing the words shkronjë, shkrojë, 
germë”, (Albanian words used for the word "lett er") we can see that he has raised the 
etymological and morphological problem of shkrolë and shkronjë and he insists on 
replacing the word grammar with the Albanian word shkrolari. 31 This eff ort served 
as a theoretical basis for the etymological and morphological treatment of the words 
mentioned. The Albanian shkrolaria, shkrolë, shkronjë and shkrojë, were used 
to designate the writing particle, one part of the writing, the Albanian lett er. While 
giving explanations for the word "shkrolë" he att ributed this form of expression to 
the highlanders of Kosovo. Gjuka for the Greek word lexicography off ered in the 
Albanian language with the word "fj aluer", to replace the name of the book that 
explains words. These designations scholars appear to have been well liked by later 
scholars. Among them stands out Alexander Xhuvani, who had agreed to replace the 
word grammar with the word Shkrolaria. 32

In the long journey of Albanian and foreign scholars of Albanian language and 
culture, Salih Gjuka joins in with his special contribution with the linguistic work 
"Shkolaria e shqipes" (Albanian grammar), which comes as a theoretical and practical 
contribution to linguistics specialists. Although this work was published in Turkish 
with Arabic-Ott oman alphabet it is a crowning endeavour for Albanian language, 
nation and state. The Albanian title of this paper is writt en in the Istanbul Alphabet. 
The front page has the title in two languages.
"Shkrolaria e shqipes" has 207 pages of text and 2 pages at the end with a list of 
error correction. 33 Gjuka has given 22 defi nitions to back up his views. The author, 
for his critical stance on the acceptance or rejection of linguistic principles, such as 
in the fi eld of word formation, spelling, language correction, etc., states that “Rules 
derive from language, and not the opposite” (Defi nition 16) 34. This grammar book also 
addresses the issue of borrowings from Greek and Latin, claiming that the infl uence 
was mutual. Gjuka, in this text, publicly acknowledges the Istanbul alphabet, which 
he calls the alphabet of Sami Frasheri. In the fi rst chapter, the author addresses 
phonetics related issues. Then, from pg. 21 - 59 it deals with the formation and 
pronunciation of lett ers (sounds) of the Albanian language. Among the dominant 
dialect variations are those of Shkodra, Elbasan and Kosovo. In this practical and 
theoretical approach, Gjuka also addresses the use of the sounds q-ç, gj-xh, k-q, c-ts, 
etc. It also dwells on the irregular plural such as plak, pleq, pleç. This linguistic 
paper has also been translated into Albanian, and we believe that its authenticity is 
preserved. At the conclusion of the review of the linguistic contribution of S. Gjuka 
it can be concluded that the author possessed profound linguistic knowledge and 
that this grammar is of great importance for the historical grammar of the Albanian 
language and for dialectological studies.

 31  S.Gj. Dukagjini, "Shkrolaria e shqypes", Part I (Theoretical and Practical), Pristina, 1991, p. 64.
 32  After an article in the "Skopje" newspaper No.25, of Mr. S. Gjuka-Dukagjini refl ecting on whether it should 
be written "shkronje" or "shkrole", there were voices that did not exclude the word "gramatike".
 33   The work was published in the printing house "Bashkimi i Kombit" in Manastir, 1326/1910.
 34   From the introduction (Mutearife, p.3-8).
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Conclusion

For this polyhedric fi gure of the early twentieth century, alongside the press of the 
time, archival documents and scholars of various fi elds, the special appreciation of 
prof. dr. Alexander Xhuvani and prof. dr. Alex Buda is to be distinguished. Aft er the 
sixties of the last century many articles and studies were writt en about Sali Gjuka, 
revealing most of his activities in the Albanian territories. A very special contribution 
to the illumination of the dimension of the educational and linguistic activity of 
Gjuka in l99l was given by prof. dr. Muhamet Pirraku, who republished in Pristina 
the “Shkrolaria e shqipes”  (Theoretical and Practical Grammar) of S. Gjuka Albanian-
Turkish, translated into Albanian including a full biography. The honourable name of 
Salih Gjuka has been put at the forefront of educational institutions and many roads 
in Albanian. Refl ection of the multifaceted activity of Gjuka has inspired the younger 
generations to commit to liberation, unity, knowledge and emancipation. 35
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