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Abstract
The use of names and fi nding, as part of human identity, appear simultaneously with the birth
of culture and propagation, change over time, some of them are forgott en and some are out
of use, much of it depending on historical - social and cultural circumstances that inhabits the 
population of every country. Onomastics is a science that deals with the study of names of 
properties, things, waters. It consists of two groups of names:
many (personal) names or anthroponyms and tire family names or patronymics;
the names of the qualitative service, grouped according to the following: icons or names of 
cities, towns, villages, neighborhoods, etc (Cimohochowski, 2004).
In this sense, onomastics is a raw material with linguistic att ention in the language of historical
and cultural research and research for the development of Illyrian-Albanian connections
(Shkurtaj, 2001). Main objective of this manuscript is the analysis of Onomastics of the Albanian
language and history of people.
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Introduction

Onomastica has been the subject of studies, which has att racted not only scholars
domestically, but also the initiative of foreign Albanologists. I will try to summarize a
descriptive history of researchers dealing with treatments in the fi eld of Albanology.
The creator of Albanian onomastics is Prof. Cabej, Thimi Mitko and Christoforidhi.
In recent years, interesting reviews and results on Albanian onomastics were provided
by Ulcinj scholars in Montenegro and Kosovo, 1 such as the onomastical reviews by
M. Halimi of Qemal Murati (Murati, 1993). 
Another important work in the fi eld of Albanology was Teodor Kavaliot's dictionary
"Aromanian-New Greek - Albanian" published in 1770 in Venice. The dictionary of 
Geographical Names of the Republic of  Albania compiled by Emil Lafe and Nikoleta
Cikuli; Dictionary of Albanian patronage by Lirim Bidollari (Bidollari, 2011),
Onomastics and Ethnolinguistics (Shkurtaj, 2010) are other important studies in this 
fi eld.
Onomastics has been in the spotlight of researchers. Among the earliest researches on
the antiquity of the Albanian language, as one of the oldest languages in the Balkans,
scholars have addressed precisely the onomastics of the lands where our ancestors
were. Onomastic material was used by Albanian Renaissance but not scientifi cally
documented. Such researchers were: G. Mayer, N. Jokli, P. Krechmeri, F. Nopcza, A.
Desnickaja, F. Boppi, J. Hanni, J. R. Ksilander.
Important principles developed by Tunman include: “The historian, like the
naturalist, must descend, step by step, into the basic subject matt er of the phenomena
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that surround him, from which (the subject) is created what opens before his eyes. To 
trace this mixed subject, to isolate what is entangled and merged into a heterogeneous 
phenomenon through unrecognizable laws and unknown data, to exploit any signal 
that nature and history allows, to smell its usefulness, to properly measure and to 
give precisely the degree of certainty of conclusions, not to interrupt research until 
you have reached the point where nature and history remain silent, and to accept 
as fi rst only what must be fi rst in both for the human soul, - these are the diffi  cult 
tasks that the historian and the naturalist must fulfi ll… We have found the lands 
and origins of a people if we have found in history news and traces of where the fi rst 
known sett lements of that people were and if through history and linguistics we have 
learned which particular tribe it belongs to or from what diff erent tribes it is formed 
it ” (Kastrati, 2000).
Historical onomastics occupies an important place in the various studies on the 
ethno genesis of the Balkan peoples and the origins of their languages. This linguistic 
discipline, along with other historical sciences, made a tremendous contribution 
to rebuilding the ancient history of these people, especially in times when links to 
writt en documents were lacking. In this way this system becomes an indicator of the 
ethnicity of a people.
The subject used for naming places, persons, tribes in diff erent languages is diff erent, 
adding here their specifi c features, contained in the criteria and modes of these 
denominations. Diff erent ethnic units are distinguished thanks to the latest data of 
Onomastics science. These data have solved the problems of the Albanian people's 
origins, early Albanian sett lements and their indigenous development, developed in 
the context of hypotheses and general logical formulations.
The richest source material of the Illyrians consists of the individual names, namely 
the names of places, people and gods, inherited from Illyrian and in Illyrian populated 
areas to ancient authors in Greek and Latin inscriptions, as well as coins from a period 
of about half a millennium (Krahe, 1955).
Thus, with persistent and persuasive arguments for the indigenous nation of Albania 
in today's lands and its Illyrian origin, prove the explanation of a number of Illyrian 
toponyms in words of the Indo-European heritage fund. Only the Albanian explains 
the phonetic development of the toponyms of the ancient period: Scodra - Shkodër;
Naissus - Nish; Drivastum - Drisht; Dyrrachium - Durrës; Candavia – Kunavja: Scupi – 
Shkup. Names of the lakes : Drinus – Dri - Drin; Barbanna - Buenë; Mathis - Mat; Isamnus 
- Ishm. These toponyms and others prove compellingly the continuity of ancient
names to this day in accordance with the rules of  historical phonetics of the Albanian 
language (Eqerem, 1960).

Onomastics and its composition

Names of people and places, as part of human identity, appear simultaneously with 
the birth of language and evolve depending on the historical, social and cultural 
circumstances that the population of each country experiences. In the 20th century, 
this fi eld of science was given special importance in Albania from Prof. Cabej (1960). 
Albanian science had to solve some issues such as:
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• The problem of indigenous Albanians in the light of place names;
• The problem of the place of Albanian language formation.
The central discipline of philology is Toponomastics, as the language of land
meanings. Built of unique names, but with a showdown across the course of history
with Eastern and Western cultures, it carries in its own thread, traces of diff use circles,
with a process of receiving and giving. Civilizations such as Illyrian, Roman, Greek,
Thracian, Slavic, Turkish civilized in the land of the Albanians creating history and
evidence of civilizations.
Toponymy itself requires interdisciplinary related research and review, which
includes: oronisms, oikonims, hydronimonas and anthroponims. With these links,
toponymy deals with linguistic forms and phenomena that serve as evidence to
illuminate name-bearers for centuries.This is precisely what gives the historians
reliable data for dark periods, with the lack of writt en documents. The history of 
literary documentation for Albania is late, and in this sense, onomastics remains the
main archive of Albanian culture in the Balkan.

Relations to other sciences

Anthroponomy is the science that studies the personal names of people, as opposed 
to toponomy, which is the science that studies the names of objects and geographical
locations, which have an inherent role in human life in society, unlike anthroponym,
toponymy has more longevity. Naming geographic objects with special names
separates the object from other objects.
Toponymy relates to language history, history, lexicology, ethnography, archeology,
geography, etc. Onomastics is a raw material of linguistic importance in all historical
and linguistic research and examination of evidence of Illyrian-Albanian connections
(Shkurtaj, 2010). Onomastics, in relation to lexicology, deals with the meaning,
origin and extent of individual names such as: personal names and their source,
nicknames and nicknames, family names, surnames (or patronymics), place names
and geographical objects (or toponyms) are subdivisions of onomastics.
Toponymy in lexical and etymological studies plays a role in the preservation of some
lexical units that are not in daily use, in the historical stratifi cation of the Albanian
lexicon, in the stratifi cation of Albanian borrowings, etc. Toponymy preserves in
itself an ancient layer of language, which serves as a linguistic document preserved 
in the works of ancient authors. In relation to geography, toponymy links are narrow.
The geography is supplemented by toponymic material, such as: Stone of John,
located at an altitude of 1300 m above sea level, near the town of Kurbnesh of the 
Selita administrative unit of Mirdita district. It represents a distinctive stone with
characteristic shape, almost pyramidal, several tens of meters high and about 20 -
25 m wide. It has scientifi c (geomorphological and geological), didactic and tourist
values (Sala, 2006).
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Gjoni’s stone

The cave and cauldron of Gjoni

It is located near the village of Mercurth. of the Selita administrative unit of Mirdita 
municipality, on the left  side of the Uraka river bed, at an altitude of 800 m. It is about 
750 m long and consists of several galleries, intertwined, forming a real maze. The 
cave has scientifi c, didactic and tourist values. It was discovered and explored by the 
Milan expedition team (Sala, 2006).

The bride’s stone
The Bride’s Stone is located at an altitude of 1700 m above sea level, above the village 
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of Shengjin, Mirdita municipality. It has scientifi c geological and didactic values
(Sala, 2006).

White source of water

Situated between the mountains of Didhes and Kunora, in the upper part of the
canyon of Bad Sheikh and near the village of Plum of Selita administrative unit
of Mirdita municipality, at an altitude above 1300 m above sea level. Represents a
hydrothermal source. It has geological, hydrological, didactic and curative scientifi c
values (Sala, 2006).

Saint Prena’s place to rest

It is located near Sheba village, Kthella administrative unit in Mirdita municipality, at
634 m above sea level. It consists of seedlings; white hornbeam, frash, carrot, etc., 15 -
25 m high. The diameter of the trunks is 40 - 92 cm, the circumference is 169 - 330 cm,
and their age is 110 years. It has biological, didactic and economic scientifi c values of 
local importance (Sala, 2006).
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Fig.15. Spears of Shpal

They are located at an altitude of 450 m above sea level, near a fl at surface near the 
village of Blinisht, of the Orosh administrative unit of Mirdita municipality. It is a 
separated oak tree with a height of about 20 m, the thickness of the trunk is about 110 
cm, and its circumference reaches over 340 cm. The wood has started cavitation near 
the ground. Next to it are the cemetery and the church of Shpali. It has biological, 
didactic, aesthetic, religious and tourist scientifi c values (Sala, 2006).

Fig 16 . Mountains Of Orosh

“Bjeshka Oroshit” – is a category VI protected area, with CoM Decision. No. 102 
dated 15. 01. 1996. It has an area of 4691.2 ha, with forests and pastures and is located 
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in the Orosh Administrative Unit of Mirdita Municipality (Sala, 2006).
Onomastics within archeology are two domains that support one another, both
highlighting the historical value of the object, material, etc., and both have layers,
substrates and substrates of diff erent periods, archived early and middle ages
cultures, encountered and encountered. Faced with old and new mindsets, the
underground, the ruins, the wall, the well, the gorge, the caves, the stones, the tombs
are the most sought aft er archeology environment whose discoveries are the language
of testimony to the history of the country.

Fig 17. Pictogram Cave . Rubik

Of the various strata that lie beneath the rubble, even of scholars interested in toponymy
and anthropony, whether historians, ethnographers, geographers, geologists or
linguists, all fall into the task of well-reasoned judgments, never forgett ing that In a
toponymy gathering nowadays, traces of diff erent ages and periods are preserved,
from the most ancient ones (Shkurtaj E. C., 2001). Through toponymy, valuable data 
on ethnography can be extracted in relation to the ethnic and hilly names of the
inhabitants, tracing the craft smanship and craft smanship by province.
Toponymy provides valuable ancillary data about the country's ethnographic and
provincial divisions such as for the tribes, the bayrak and the mountains. In this way
the linguistic explanations of the names of the places and the inhabitants associated
with them provide important clues to the Albanian ethnology and ethnography. 
An important task for the Albanian ethnology and ethnography is the research of 
historical and oral data for the earlier division of the Albanian provinces. Onomastics
is the branch that gives us important clues about the names of our ancient cities,
roads and important crossings, as well as the traces of invaders and contacts with
other peoples, as well as the infl uences exerted by them.
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Conclusions

Toponymy provides valuable ancillary data about the country's ethnographic and 
provincial divisions such as for the tribes, the bayrak and the mountains. In this way 
the linguistic explanations of the names of the places and the inhabitants associated 
with them provide important clues to the Albanian ethnology and ethnography. 
An important task for the Albanian ethnology and ethnography is the research of 
historical and oral data for the earlier division of the Albanian provinces. Onomastics 
is the branch that gives us important clues about the names of our ancient cities, 
roads and important crossings, as well as the traces of invaders and contacts with 
other peoples, as well as the infl uences exerted by them.
Toponomy of the Albanian land for science and its branches is of particular 
importance. Our country is a land that holds hundreds of thousands of topolexemes, 
which according to researcher Q. Murati, are still unregistered, and continue to live 
in the memory of the people, this fi nding should prompt researchers to fi rst record 
and study those toponyms that prove their authenticity. and through old writing 
documents. This creates a national identity identity for a state. Studies in this area, 
of importance, were given by Çabej (Cabej,1979), Domi (Domi, 1974), Murati (Qemal, 
2014) , Mansaku (Seit, 1982), Kostallari (Kostallari, 1965) and Lafe (Lafe, 1974).
In the path of these studies, there should also be the goals of young researchers, 
who must undergo systematic collection of toponymic material, always supported 
by valuable linguistic evidence, closely linked to extraterrestrial factors, without 
avoiding history, circumstances important political and economic, institutions, beliefs 
and cults, or even the relevant mentality of the area.
For this purpose, this study is also intended to keep in mind the toponymy of the 
places we have studied, together with the macrotoponics of the mountains with its 
crossings, the provinces with its inhabited and changed centers over the years, due to 
the movements of population, without excluding new microtoposities obtained late, 
all of which create certainty about tradition and the traditional characteristics that 
they carry with them.
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