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Abstract

Tourism comprises the activities of people travelling and staying in diff erent places from the 
country of their habitual residence, for a period not longer than one calendar year, and the 
purpose of this trip is leisure.
Tourism, somehow, includes the natural resources of a country or a particular region. Many 
countries pay primary importance to tourism development. But besides the natural resources, 
human resources for the industry are also rated as 'raw material' or are predicted by experts 
as the most important factor that will be coped by the industry over the past decades and 
the next. It is not enough for a country to be rich in natural beauty in order to be a tourist 
destination. There should interact: bett er management, culture, tradition, welcoming, quality 
of service, etc. All these aff ect the evolution or development of natural resources that directly 
aff ect the economic growth of a country.
Supporting the development of traditional economic branches has not brought any major eff ect 
on the ongoing development in Kosovo, so that enrichment of economic structure and the 
development of new branches provide an important opportunity for qualitative advancement 
of the economy and the entire Kosovo society. The purpose of this paper is to highlight some 
aspects which identify opportunities and the importance of providing tourism development 
in the growth and progress of the Kosovo society.
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Introduction

The impact of tourism on the economy of various countries in the world is recognized 
and the positive eff ects are usually expressed based in the revenue that the country 
generates during a certain period. It means that while other countries are wondering 
what has happened to the development of tourism during the year, we still have 
to ask, will it happen or how will tourism developmenthappen to us. Given that 
the spontaneous development of tourism may not bring any good to the further 
development process, but also the development of tourism in Kosovo can not be 
the main factor by which the country's development depends, it is necessary that 
through interweaving of ideas, science and transfer of foreign countries experiences, 
to contribute to the development of Kosovo to become an access to much more 
constructive, more understanding of the more complexdevelopment process, and 
tourism as you pay att ention to activities based more on direct and indirect eff ects 
that are inherited as promoting economic development as well as the social one.
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Possibilities of economic development based on tourism

It is well known that economic development has to do with more variety of aspects.
The development of tourism as an economic activity must be addressed not only in 
terms of economic growth, but also in terms of interconnection with the quality of 
local residents.
In addition to many economic activities, tourism as a specifi c economic activity
started to be addressed sometime in the second half of the twentieth century and
the involvement of other economic branches,essential, in its development, has made
tourism not only be considered as a recreational or entertainment activity for people
but it is treated as an industry itself which generates signifi cant revenue and creates
numerous jobs, and in particular stimulates employment of women. The relationship 
between tourism and the economy is a very complex process, and its management
requires the identifi cation of all the connections that can be created and should be 
created to more effi  cient and productive system of tourism.
Kosovo is now on the way out of the crisis as political, security, economic, social or
other ones, which have dominated for years. Based on the principle that the country
can not have a sustainable future without economic development, but no sustainable
economic development without stability, it is quite necessary to identify the factors
that contribute to the sustainability of the country. One of the factors which may
contribute to the rapid emergence of severe crises is the development of tourism.
The broken economy can not be developed only by tourism but tourism is one of 
the main priorities of economic development because through tourism there could
be more foreign investments and more foreign investors can be att racted. This can
happen when tourists, during their diff erent visits, see rich and natural beauty, the
power of free work force as well as legal and managerial certainty and a genuine
economic education in the Republic of Kosovo.
In the post-war period in Kosovo, tourism occupies an important place in economic
activation of the country. Participation of the tourist economy in GDP is currently 
estimated to be 6-7%, while in the 1970-1999 period, it rated from 1.9% up to 2.3%.
The growth of the tourist economy in the GDP results is the sharp decline in economic
activity in the social and public sectors of the economy, for reasons already known 
and because of changing of the macroeconomic environment and the great vitality of 
the private sector of tourism.
Although in Kosovo it is not discussed much about the development of tourism, it
is necessary to use the experiences of development of countries from the region and
beyond, and to analyze the changes that tourism, especially sustainable tourism as
an industry of its kind, can bring not only in our country as an economic activity, 
but also in the entire region or neighboring countries. To avoid giving space tothe
possibility of the "market laws" to aff ect the overall development of the country, 
Kosovo development should be based on the principles of the national strategy for
economic development and regional development strategy.
Globalization, economic integration and other integrations should be considered 
essential to the development of contemporary society and the country's economic
progress. Now every country, in a certain way, is part of the global economy! Rules of 
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the national strategy for sustainable development of the country should be designed 
so as to be compatible with European rules and regulations of global development.
Therefore, in Kosovo, economic development should be approached according 
to the plan and strategy, paying special tourism development emphasis, given the 
multiplicative eff ects of this branch in employment, expansion of economic activities, 
cultural development or creating opportunities for direct investment exterior. So, it 
is necessary that in addition to the strategy for economic development of Kosovo, to 
draft  a special strategy for the development of tourism, given the favorable natural 
features cultural and historical heritage, beautiful natural landscapes, and other 
treasures. The strategy will defi ne prerequisites that must be met to be seen for the 
eff ects of tourism development in Kosovo.
The importance and relevance to the development of tourism in Kosovo stands in 
political, economic, security reasons, and other ones, so the research of Kosovo tourism 
potentials should be strategic character. Given that in perspective tourism can be one 
of the main supporters of Kosovo's development, the research should be based on 
the most important factors for tourism development. This means that besides natural 
resources, the current level of economic development should be compared with the 
environment, the population with the level of education, and other factors that are 
prerequisites for development of tourism.

What can the development of tourism bring in Kosovo?

As we know that tourism is an activity that brings many positive direct and indirect 
economic eff ects, and eff ects on long-term development of each country as a tourist 
destination. In order that the eff ects of tourism be stable and long term and serve 
the development of a destination, you should make sustainable tourism planning, 
no matt er how complex that process. It is necessary to show that tourism along with 
other branches should be of a sustainable character. This makes the necessary tourist 
planning to avoid the spontaneous development.
The new planning system places emphasis on identifying and predicting the possible 
consequences of diff erent policy options and their evolution in relation to the objectives 
and courses of action. The process of developing and monitoring controlidentifi es the 
diff erences between planned and actual tourist system.
To reach the appropriate development strategy there should be defi ned current level 
of development, explore resources and identify the characteristics of the localities in 
particular and in general. Research must show:
• Socio-cultural eff ects of tourism in Kosovo as a tourist destination with a
signifi cant future;
• The economic eff ects of other economic branches and tourism in particular as
to which branch should be given a specifi c treatment;
• Ecological eff ects of tourism on the environment;
• The eff ects of tourism on the overall development of the country, but also
the volume of eff ects on the environment through economic, ecological and cultural 
integration.
Conceptual orientation, modem is created based on diff erent information about 
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economic processes so that a more complete and reliable can be the projected path 
of future Development Department. Information about the gross product trend of 
branches in particular and gross product as a whole indicates potential problems in
the implementation of qualitative social eff ects.
It is well known that some economic activities have the highest participation of some
lower gross domestic product, thus creating a mirror of such eff ects on the basis of 
which strategic decisions to which industrial branches should be given priority in 
long-term economic development.
When we create strategy, economic and restructuring adjusting of specifi c economic
branches is made aimed at achieving effi  cient economic and spacious structure,
promising for the development of future generations, for their employment and high
standards.
Given the complexity of the development process, it is globally important to raise
awareness about the importance of tourism to understand the tourism complexity, its
eff ects, developing ways to analyze the application of the most modern management
concepts, and in particular the concept of the integral strategic management in 
tourism management, both in developed countries as well as in underdeveloped
countries such as Kosovo!
The process of development is a complex dimension in which infl uence many factors,
either individually or in a group. There should be identifi ed tourism eff ects as an
industry in the development of the country, but also indicators that refl ect the life 
length of the tourism as a support to the country development. There should be
indicated macroeconomic power units as gross domestic product, exports, imports,
how much they would aff ect the quantity and quality of the country's economic
structure.
 Local level is important to be understood, the tourism planning process, the need
for protection and rational use of the environment, respect of the value system, since
the planning models in tourism can not be seen as isolated from the people’s life. It 
is important to respect the characteristics of all localities with tourist potential, and
their development be conceived on the basis of their specifi c resources.
In the developing of the strategy, the problem lies in how much detailed can be
analyzed the opportunities for Kosovo's development as a tourist destination. This
problem can become even more complicated given that all other economic branches
are in big trouble when unemployment is widespread and when the labor productivity
is very low.

Conclusions

In conclusion we can conclude that Kosovo's economy needs to be oriented to the
tourism fi eld as valuable asset to the welfare and economic development.
Mostly the segment where the government should be oriented with its public funds
is in the functioning of known touristic centers especially those centers under the
process of the privatization of Brezovica and building of a skiing path in Rugova,
known to be strategic orientation for this type of tourism.
Fundamental issues on which the strategic planning should be based for tourism
development in Kosovo are: macroeconomic stability, promoting economic
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development and reducing unemployment. While the main elements on which 
measurements of tourism development will be based and which have a direct impact 
on economic development are: direct eff ects generated by the movement of tourists 
and their spending, indirect eff ects generated by expenses through which is met 
tourist demand, and the eff ects of stimulated which are expressed through expenses 
that arise from local residents who contribute to the development of the tourist off er.
The development of the tourism sector has a positive impact, not only on the 
pronounced sectors, but also in the development of other related industries as well 
as in the services sector, employment in the overall economic situation in the region 
and the state itself. Visitors, who come from abroad, with the consumption of tourist 
products and use of infrastructure, services, supplies, and human resources aff ect the 
export growth of the country. This means that the promotion and the development of 
tourism lead to increase of export values   and reduce the import of the country.
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