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Consequences of Criminals in Economy 

Shaban Sulejmani

Abstract

The criminal in all its forms is not an occurrence which is connected to a particular country, 
territory, religion or civilisation; however the truth witnessed by events in every moment is 
that the occurrence of criminal activities does not have a nation, confession, religious beliefs or 
identity. They are initiated by the hands of the individual who plans it, especially emphasizing 
the ones who fi nance it and input ‘rented’ elements with the initial intention to destroy, damage 
and ruin the economy and kill and shed blood as well, followed by the intention to deceit 
people through focusing on specifi c religious beliefs sometimes, as well as human rights some 
other time. Thus, every problem can be observed through collecting a number of important 
elements which are presented below:
- Manifestation of the topic of the problem, which involves the type of activity around which 
the problem is developing, in order to stop its progress and development and fi nally, to end 
the eff orts which are being spent for it;
- Manifestation of the size of the problem, which involves highlighting the fi elds aff ected by 
the problem, starting from the economic, social, political and other dangers that it involves;
- Manifestation of the direct consequence of criminal activities problem, observing it from an 
objective point of view.
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Introduction

Given that criminal activities are some of the most dangerous problems that are 
aff ecting almost every human society, not matt er whether the society is a developed 
one or in development, that is the reason of presenting this paper. The anxiety from 
criminal itself and the consequences that follow the criminal acts and activities are 
present everywhere in the world. Crime and criminal activities will be neutralized 
and stopped in such a manner to disable criminals to cause damages, between others, 
to the economic sector, which is currently besides other objectives, one of their most 
primary objectives. 
Through this paper, we would like to talk about the notorious occurrence of criminal, 
which is spread almost in every corner of the world without any exceptions and how 
it has found its place in every pore of human society. If we really want to avoid all 
types    of consequences from criminal activities, including the economic ones too, 
we need sincerity and seriousness, not only declarative ones, for fi ghting against 
all types of crime. However, all this can be achieved through precise, effi  cient and 
correct implementation of the law. 
We are saying that the consequences from the criminal of all types are multi-
dimensional and multiple. They are aff ecting subjects who suff er from the 
consequences of implemented criminal activities, as well as objects aff ected by 
those crimes, which can be the following ones: all people in general, the commercial 



Vol. 4 No. 1
March, 2018

ISSN 2410-3918
Acces online at www.iipccl.org

129

Academic Journal of Business, Administration, Law and Social Sciences
IIPCCL Publishing, Graz-Austria

economic sector and the public sector. This inhumane and perverse activity should 
be fought; however it causes expenses which are categorized between other things, 
in human victims and loss of profi t and property. So, in order to fi ght crime, it is 
obligatory to spend more, in a considerable manner, in: police, prosecution and all 
other sectors that are involved in following, trialling and penalising the authors of 
criminal acts.
Here, we would like to highlight the fact that, criminal is not only rising the costs of 
activities for its prevention as we mentioned it carries huge fi nancial and physical 
costs, but it also has its secondary economic eff ects which are very unavoidable. So, 
we are saying in a indirect manner that they aff ect not only the local economy, but 
they also aff ect the national and regional economy of a country. 1 The criminal “serves 
as an important catalyst” towards changes in regards of the social-economic structure 
of the communities (Tita, Petras, and Greenbaum, 2006).

The form of violence directed towards some economic sectors

Through violence executed towards a economic sector, the criminals are having the 
intention to infl uence on the economical position of the country through execution of 
criminal acts in economically vulnerable places and that results with failure of every 
developmental economic plan and the business in the relevant country. 
Every type of criminal activity infl uences the internal economic sector, as it threatens 
the investments in that country and as a result it also infl uences its economy and 
international position. Also, criminal activities create huge uproar not only inside 
the country but also outside it, from the political and much more on the economic 
and business plan of the country. Unfortunately, it is quite possible that some other 
countries to use and exploit these happenings in their favour through bringing harm 
to its big economic interests, which as a result of these criminal activities, through 
deprivation of that country from a specifi c important economic source which is 
aimed by those crimes. 2
For this reason, we can locate countries which are trying to increase criminal events 
inside them through displaying the internal confl icts with the initial intention, 
without any conjecture, of changing the world economic map and its redistribution 
aft er the relevant economic sector remains in the desired extent and volume. 
Johan Galtung presents his own idea which consists of the fact that the rich and 
developed countries have achieved the domination over the undeveloped countries 

 1  Detott o and Otrantos have stated that, the criminal acts as a tax over the whole economy: it dis-
courages the internal and external direct investments. Some of the macroeconomic infl uences of 
criminal include levels on the economic rise: the income; the participation of work force etc. On the 
local and regional level, the economists defi ne several types of infl uence, as: infl uence in business 
(through reduction of competitor companies and investments because of criminals); of course, the 
infl uence is highlighted in tourism as well; and fi nally and inevitably, the crime without any doubt 
strongly infl uences the quality of life. See: Detott o, C. and E. Otranto (2010): Does crime aff ect Eco-
nomic growth? KYKLOS, bl. 63, August 2010, Nr. 3, pg. 330-345.
 2  For negative impacts that terrorist acts can infl uence in the fi eld of economy, see the extraordinary 
work of authors Miguel Buesa Blanco, Mikel Buesa, Thomas Baumert (2010).The economic reper-
cussions of terrorism, Oxford University Press 2010.
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through creation of gaps inside the developing countries. The great gap which is 
created between the living standards of the poor people categories who live in the 
world of rich people and those poor people who live in the undeveloped countries, 
indicates that the elites are not interested and they are not even planning to change 
the nature of a system of that type. 3

The concept of economic and business environment

This is one of the fi elds that are surrounding the individual in the fl ow of his everyday 
life through infl uence in his behaviour, positively and negatively. 4 This might refer to 
the essence of the role that wealth plays in our lives through the idea of its existence 
as our backbone. 
The Belgian professor Adolf Ketilet (A. Quetelet) confi rms that the essential 
consideration for explanation of the infl uence of poverty in criminal is not the 
economic level of individuals or people, but the extent of the feeling of conformity 
and voracity. 5
Therefore, the need of people for wealth, whether motivated by voracity or poverty, 
has forced them into general execution of generally criminal acts. 

Violent possession of the economy and business can provoke criminal

The force of competition and possession of concern for economic power in some 
societies has infl uenced a huge mass of individuals who don’t see a single opportunity 
to enter as competition in the economic projects. 6 This, from its aspect has brought 
them into a state of total seclusion from their society and those signs were seen in 
their extremist orientation of execution of terrorist revenge att acks against the 
unprincipled and megalomaniac capitalists, 7 as well as to profi t from their wealth 
 3  For more see: Galtung Johan, “A structural theory of imperialism”, Journal of peace research, bl. 
8, 1971, pg. 81-91, quoted by Adrĳ an Gelke, The new age of terrorism ..., quotation pg. 148-50; Is 
terrorism acceptable as an allowed and legal form in undeveloped countries, see further analysis 
made by the author through highlighting that the ability of the country to obtain law and order 
depends mostly on the level of economic development in the society that the shape of the political 
system of the country. This is for the reason that if the country regulation would be considered as 
the most important one, in that case the “criminal” acts would be used by any group involved in 
the fi ght against the state system, even if their structure and involvement would be like the ones of 
a war, while the role of hidden acts of violence of their operations is not important at all. See: Ibid., 
pg. 154-55.
 4  More detailed about the relation between economic environment and crime, see the extraordi-
nary work of criminologists Edwin H. Sutherland, Donald R. Cressey, David F. Luckenbil, Princi-
ples of Criminology, General Hall, Maryland 1992, pg. 217-21.
 5  See more about this: Schefer Stefan, Theories in criminology, New York 1969, pg. 217-19.
 6  The researcher G. Johnson highlights that only the ones who are not completed are in need for 
weapons, it represents an amateur imperialism, while the professional imperialism is based on 
structural violence and not a direct one. See Galtung Johan, “A structural theory of imperialism”, 
Journal of peace research, bl. 8, 1971, pg. 81-91, quoted by Adrĳ an Gelke, The new age of terrorism 
..., quotation, pg. 148-50.
 7  Based on this fi nding, the most terrifying acts of modern terrorism, as also defi ned by the Italian 
jurist Emilio as: ‘...the act that aims the collapse of the judiciary and economic system of society’, by 
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as a sign of retaliation for their close ones who have been abducted. This could even 
go as far as murdering hostages in macabre manner aft er their ransom was paid off  
(Clutt erbuck , 1987, 10). 
From all criminal acts that are considered equally dangerous in their extent and 
volume, I would specially mention organized crime (Poda, 1998, 10), a type of criminal 
which includes essential elements that diff er it from all other criminal acts. In this 
manner, in these modern circumstances with organized crime 8 we could defi ne it as 
criminal acts executed by a number of non-amateur individuals, who use scientifi c means 
and equipment (I will put a strong accent on the following) huge fi nancial means with a 
well studied plan and a very well organization of (I will also put a strong highlight on the 
following) realization of exclusively economic profi ts. 
The manners of research about criminal in general require treatment of the stimulants 
for deviant criminal behaviour, social considerations, and also inevitably the political, 
economic and ideological considerations which can motivate someone to take part in 
criminal activities. 
The process of economic changes creates a form of criminal behaviour for the lower 
layers, as a result of the sense of layers diff erence of individuals and especially 
the youth, as well as the comparisons that are being made between them and the 
individuals from the high layers of society. 
We can freely conclude that nobody can deny the role of unemployment for the birth 
of the occurrence of crime. 
Misapplication of freedom given to individuals in all fi elds, and with special highlight 
the economic and business ones, creates a space for the spread of the occurrence 
of criminal behaviour and spread of criminal, which very rarely and initially is not 
referred to economic reasons. 
As far as crime objectives are concerned, criminals aim to impose their infl uence 
and gain a material profi t from people, which take the form of an obligatory “tax” 
for them. There is no doubt that these goals are very far from the aims of criminal 
acts (Poland, 1998, 18), which are divided into political goals which mostly include 
aff ection of the ruling political system, eff orts to bring a political change which would 
be in accordance with the desires of the criminals (Martens, 1973, 27) and inevitable 
economic goals that are represented into profi t of a material exchange through 
violence executed on people. 
Based on the above mentioned, it sums up that all types of criminal acts not only 
aff ect the safety of the political institution of the country, but they also inevitably 
aff ect the economy and business of the country and the surrounding countries too. So, 
from all aspects, crime is represented through request of a material profi t where huge 
economic amounts and imposition of business rules are desired.  It is notable that the 
highlighting the economic sector as well, as one of the most important sectors of a society, namely, 
the state. See: Waciorski, Le terrorisme …, quotation, pg. 59
 8  Kosovo, the latest country in the region, has begun with building its laws and is defi nitely begin-
ning building its penal legislation, in order to fi nally become ‘independent’ from the legislation of 
the Serbian government, defi nes organized crime in article 1 as: “Serious crime by an organized 
group with the aim of fi nancial or other type of material profi t, executed directly or indirectly”, 
Regulatory with number  2001/22 published on 20 September 2001 by UNMIK – Temporary mission 
that acts in Kosovo.
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amounts are not the real goal, but they are considered as one of the necessary sources 
for buying weapons and explosives that are being used in criminal and especially in 
terrorist acts (Jenkins, 1985, 148-155).
Airplanes are considered as the most important means of modern transport 9, given 
the role these means are playing in order to ease the movement of economic activities. 
We can also mention the speed and safety these means possess. The jurist has named 
the act which interfere the trajectory of airplanes through use of force or threatening 
its usage and changing their trajectory from the normal route as abduction of 
aircraft . 10 Seeing the huge damages and dangers that come as a result from abduction 
of aircraft , a great care has been dedicated to it on international level. International 
eff orts, lead by the organization for civil aviation, have grown in the direction of 
taking the necessary steps and acts for protection of air transport from the dangers 
and threats of criminal activities. 
Once again, we are highlighting the fact that crime leaves consequences on two most 
important fi elds, political and economic, and criminal activities in order to realize the 
dark criminal goals which are very destructive, are using every possible mean and 
equipment available. 
From the above mentioned, we come to a conclusion that criminal of all types is 
focused on few elements, which are as follows:
- Criminal acts are usually executed in order to realize various goals and they 
can be as follows: political, ideological and inevitably economic ones; 
- The crime aims the creation of insecurity and panic status for a specifi c group 
of people, including people of business, as well as spread of economic disturbance 
and instability;
- The compound act of all criminal acts is based on the factual usage of specifi c 
means or a threat for their usage, something which leaves dangerous psychological, 
social or physical consequences which are threatening the political and economic 
safety and stability;
 9  Besides the aerial means for modern transport, as an important part for human life from the trans-
port point of view, we could also consider the sea transport means. Just like the airplanes, ships are 
means against which many penal acts can be done with a political character. Therefore, besides the 
agreements of Tokio, Hague etc., many other agreements have been made which consider the ab-
duction of ships as a penal act. Some of those agreements are the one of Washington in 1992, Geneve 
in 1958 and in London in 1930 etc.
 10  The crimes of aircraft  abduction have been numerous during the 60’s. In the period between 1961 
and 1967, almost 17 airplanes were abducted and 12 others were tried to be abducted. These acts 
were executed in Northern America. Only in 1967, 32 airplanes were abducted. The incident that 
took place during the abduction of an airplane in 1968, when the passengers of the aircraft  Al El-
plan were held as hostages for 40 days, when Palestinian militants diverted the fl ight from Roma 
towards Algeria. The Algerian authorities tried to release 22 hostages, but fi nally they managed 
to rescues only 12 of them, but only aft er a boycott  by the international pilots. The occurrence of 
aircraft  abduction rose even more, as in 1969 almost 80 airplanes were abducted and only the fi rst 
three months of the year 1970 another 90 airplanes were abducted. These acts were executed in 
various locations worldwide. This number fell down and there were 51 abductions in the year 1971, 
however the average of this crime activity rose again in the year 1972 to become 93 abduction cases 
in that year. For further analysis and research about various cases of abduction of aircraft s, see the 
work of Cherif Bassiouni (ed.), International criminal law, vol. 3, Koninklĳ ke Brill, Leiden, Nether-
land 2008, pg. 831-52.
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- The victims of criminal acts are not the victims themselves, but they are 
being considered as means for realization of most sublime criminal goals which are 
intended to be achieved through criminal activities, equally, no matt er whether they 
are directed towards the political stability of the country itself or the economy and 
the business of that country.
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