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Abstract

Almost all the European Union member states have surpassed various challenges toward their 
integration into the European family. Although all these challenges are special cases on their 
own, Kosovo’s journey differs from the above mentioned cases, because Kosovo has not been 
recognized as an independent state by some members of the European family. The other key 
element that differs Kosovo’s journey from other cases is the presence of international institu-
tions such as: EULEX, ICO, UNMIK, KFOR etc. in Kosovo’s territory. These organizations were 
not present in other member states of the European Union and other countries which aim for 
European integration.
This manuscript aims to analyze the Kosovo challenges in its path towards the European fam-
ily, which is only possible if Kosovo can create sustainable politics and cause fundamental 
changes in all fields, whether in public or private institutions, in order to build the rule of law.
In general, this article will discuss the presence of international institutions in Kosovo such as: 
EULEX, ICO, UNMIK, KFOR and other international organizations, their effects on the rule 
of law, economic development and the sustainability of institutions. Moreover, this paper will 
particularly analyze the influence of the above mentioned factors to ease Kosovo’s path, as an 
observed country, compared to other countries in the region. 
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