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Abstract

       The Albanians started to migrate in the US at the end of XIX-th century and beginning 
of XX-th century. The reasons of emigration were the persecutions carried out by Ottoman 
Empire as well as the Balkan countries which tried to take advantage of the weakening of 
Ottoman Empire. Migrations were also common from the Balkan countries such as Romania, 
Bulgaria, and Greece to USA. The migrations of Albanians in the US started very early when 
they initially emigrated from Albania into various countries and from there they continued 
their way to USA. In the archives of the USA they were recorded as people of countries from 
where they were coming, based on the passports issued by the country they migrated to and 
the Albanians, who were under the occupation of Ottoman empire, would be registered as 
Ottomans due to their Ottoman documentations whereas the Albanians of Orthodox religion 
would be registered as Greek in the USA. Main purpose of this study is the analysis of the 
origins of emigration of Albanians in USA.
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 Introduction

The migration of Albanians to USA started with the migration of Arberesh from Italy 
at the beginning of XVIII century. The territories of Albanian population at the end 
of XIX century and beginning of XX century were under the occupation of Ottoman 
Empire, whose days were counted because of the crisis that pervaded the Empire. 
When the Balkans crisis began the Albanian people encountered new problems and 
new enemies, who in the name of war against the Ottoman Empire started invading 
Albanian territories. Albanians did not want to leave their country but the Ottoman 
invaders were ruthless when it came to the freedom of Albanians. The records of 
American immigration indicate that Albanians who were coming to USA were 
mainly from the south of Albania. The wave of emigration that pervaded the Balkan 
countries at the beginning of XX century for a better life in the land of opportunities 
as USA was called, was imposed on Albanians as a result of violence and repression. 
However, even though they migrated to USA through a lot of suffering and sacrifice, 
as a result of their work they did not only create societies which had an impact on the 
cultural emancipation of Albanians in USA but also helped Albania materially and 
culturally during this difficult period of time.    
                         

The reasons behind the migrations of Albanians to USA 

     The long invasion of Albania by the Ottoman Empire had created a very difficult 
situation for the Albanian population. Albanians were discriminated in all their rights, 
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the long and savage invasion had caused discontent and continuous uprising against 
the invaders. High taxes, difficult economic situation, the spreading of usury in great 
proportions had let to the destruction of agriculture (Meta, 2001, 14).  The Albanians 
demanded for the unification of the four vilayets into one Albanian country and these 
demands were made during the Prizren and Peja Leagues. The Ottoman Empire did 
not cooperate at all when it came to the demands of Albanians for their rights, and 
quashed the demands of Albanians through military interventions and persecutions. 
The new situation that was unfolding in USA had increased the opportunities of 
people for freedom and welfare which was always in the nature of people to seek for 
a better life and greater opportunities. Albanians were almost the last who migrated 
to USA. The migration of Albanians to USA is divided into four stages; the first one 
covers the period from 1900 until 1920; the second stage covers the period from 
1921 until 1944; the third stage covers the period since the World War II until the 
destruction of communist regime; the fourth stage covers the period since the fall 
of communist dictatorship until the era of democracy in Albania (Meta, 2001, 11-
12) The consolidation of USA led to the drafting of development planning of the 
country and demands for labour force. The position of Albanian population under 
Ottoman Empire was getting worse also as a result of fragile health system. At the 
beginning of XX century Albanians had to face with malaria which resulted from the 
contaminated water and from the food which was not protected by hygienic means 
and all this helped the migration to USA (Seferi, 2014, 22). Elis-Island was the gate 
that each foreigner had to cross in order to enter USA; the people of Balkans were 
migrating for a better life in USA whereas Albanian people were migrating as a result 
of persecutions and injustice done to them. The people of Balkans started to migrate 
to USA in 1890s and then to a greater proportion at the beginning of XX century, 
and among the emigrants there were Albanians but since they had passports of 
various Balkan countries they would get registered on the basis of their identification 
documents and this in turn would make the work of researchers difficult in their 
efforts to find out the number of Albanians who migrated to USA. 
                    

Transportation and placement of Albanian emigrants to USA 

      The transportation of Albanians to USA was done with ships. The ticket for one 
person cost around 50$ and this amount of money for a worker in Albania would 
mean several years of work. In order to increase their profits the maritime agencies 
started working through mediation in Albania; those who decided to migrate to USA 
had the possibility to get the ticket on loan and this loan was guaranteed through the 
mediators who pawned their land or other immovable properties (Silajxhiç, 1999, 
33). The road to USA was very long, troublesome and difficult (Jorgaqi, 2007, 29-30). 
Some of the ships set sail from Napoli in Italy with the final destination to New York, 
which means that Albanians had first to go to Italy and then continue their way to 
USA, as was the case Fan S. Noli. The transport agencies had generated large profits 
from the transport of emigrants and not only from the Albanian ones. These agencies 
didn't have any restrictions even by USA. The migrations covered all social levels of 
the Albanian people; some intellectuals had given a great contribution toward the 
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liberation of Albania. After they would arrive to USA they would be welcomed by 
family members or by people who knew them. The Albanian emigrants had brought 
the Albanian tradition to USA and the newcomers would not have to pay the rent 
but at the beginning they lived in damp and cold basements, and got dressed with 
clothes brought from their homeland and later on they would sleep 10-15 people 
within a room in inns and started working. The money was kept by the eldest of 
them and the work among them was divided, namely some would buy food, some 
would do the washing up, some would do the laundry, some would prepare the food 
and so on. They started taking books from Albanian colonies of Egypt, Romania and 
Bulgaria. These books were poems with patriotic content and this way they managed 
to get over their illiteracy (Meta, 2001, 17). As the situation in the Albanian territories 
got worse the number of emigrants increased; Albanians would work 10 to 12 hours 
a day even though the applicable law in USA prohibited the long working hours. 
Albanians knew what migration meant because most of them had already migrated to 
Balkan countries. Is USA the males migrated first in order to provide for their families 
and then return to their families (Duka, 2003, 12). But once the males migrated to 
USA and as soon as they consolidated themselves financially, they would bring their 
wives as well. In most cases, after staying for some time in USA wives would return 
to their home. There are data of births of Albanian children in USA who after some 
years returned to their homes. The emigrants who went to USA would do all kinds 
of works such work in shoe factories, textile factories, metallic enterprises, waiters, 
chefs, etc. and these professions did not require high level of education which most 
of Albanians did not have. Many Albanians accepted to work for lower salaries only 
to stay closer to each other, and they accept to lose their jobs only to be within the 
Albanian community. Some of the American businessmen realized this and started to 
lower the salaries of Albanian workers (Duka, 2003, 15).  In spite of all these obstacles 
the Albanians succeeded in learning English and in doing trade and business by 
opening their own shops and restaurants. 

How Albanians got organized in USA
    
Albanians who migrated to USA left their country under the Ottoman Empire which 
prevented any attempt for freedom and independence. Peoples of Balkans were 
organized in order to drive away the Ottoman Empire from Balkans and drafted plans 
so that after the Ottoman Empire is driven away from the Albanian territories they 
could invade them on their own. Albanians faced numerous enemies who spared 
nothing in order to invade as many Albanian territories as possible as was the case 
with sanxhak of Nish which was mainly inhabited by Albanians. The countries in 
Balkans demanded to share Albanian territories among themselves and considered 
Albanians as remnants of Ottoman Empire who migrated to USA and who being 
aware of the difficult situation in their homeland started to organize different 
associations in order to preserve their traditions and help their homeland in every 
way possible. One of the first associations which was formed is USA was ,,Malli i 
mëmdheut”, created in 1905 by Petro Nini Luarasi in New York. The objective of 
this association was to promote fraternity, love and union by spreading civilization 
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through books and newspapers (Duka, 2003, 22). Albanian intelligence in USA 
noticed the destructive intention of Balkan countries which followed the destructive 
way of Ottoman Empire in order to prevent the development of Albanian language 
and schools and make their invasion easier. This association succeeded with the 
publishing of the newspaper “Kombi”, and its first edition was published on 6 July 
1906 in Boston, USA, in Albanian, English, French and Italian language (Fevziu, 2005, 
35). The newspaper printed a large number of copies for that time as some of them 
were made for Albania. The newspaper was published in Hudston St.nr 100 in Boston 
Mass. The newspaper “Kombi” was published for three consecutive years. The 
political platform was identical with the political program of the Albanian national 
movement which demanded the creation of Albanian administration, opening of 
Albanian schools, and allowing the use of Albanian language as official language. 
The difficulties in publishing the newspaper were obvious after the first year because 
most of Albanians didn't know who to read in Albanian. A small number who knew 
how to read would transmit the news to their community. In these conditions, Fan 
Noli was obliged to leave the newspaper. Other Albanian associations started to form 
in USA. In the second half of 1906 the association, “Vllazria Patriotike e Dardhës” 
was created and its seat was in East Cambridge. In the first months of 1906 was also 
created the association ,,Dashuria”, in Boston. Upon the initiative of Fan Nolit and 
Sotir Pecit in January 1907 was formed association Besa-Besë.  Other associations 
such as ,,Lidhja e Sent Luisit”, ,,Koha e Nju-Jorkut”, ,,Fatbardhësia e Bostonit” were 
also formed. On 4 February 1910 association ,,Shpresa” was formed in Bideford. 
On 6 February 1910 association ,,Bashkimi” was formed by the villagers of Panarit 
and villages of Devoll. On 25 March 1910 association ,,Dallëndyshja” was formed in 
New York (Seferi,2014, page 24). In Marlboro was formed association ,,Mbarësia”, 
by the emigrants of village Luaras in the quarter of Korça. The purpose of all these 
associations was to help their homeland .
             

Endeavours to join the Albanian associations in one in USA
 
The difficult situation that was reigning in Balkans made the Albanian community of 
America to think about a greater and more powerful organization. The neighbouring 
countries came out open with their devouring claims toward Albanian lands. On the 
pages of newspaper, Kombi”, articles were published that sought for the unification 
of all associations into one; they demanded to hold one convention in which it would 
be discussed about the ways that Albanians in USA should follow toward creating a 
sole association because divided they would not be able to progress but would only 
praise themselves. The Albanians in USA have to take as an example the Albanians in 
Rumania who left a great mark and got united (Duka, 2003, 31). Seeing this situation, 
the two largest associations ,,Malli i Mëmëdheut” and ,,Besa-Besë”, in March 1907 
discussion for unification started and in that meeting was discussed the unification 
of two other associations ,,Lidhja”, of Saint Luis and ,,Koha” of New York. In May 
908 Sotir Mikelit, president of association,,Besa-Besën” addressed to the Albanians 
of USA:
In front of us we have a large rock and that is the Ottoman trap and other neighbouring 



Vol. 2 No. 2
July 2016

Academic Journal of Business,  Administration, Law and  Social Sciences
IIPCCL Publishing, Tirana-Albania

ISSN 2410-3918
Acces online at www.iipccl.org

282

chauvinistic countries; join brothers and get together with another for your benefit and for the 
benefit of our country.
 Albanians who were coming from the homeland would bring bad news about the 
situation in Albania; discontent was rising and this increased the responsibility of 
Albanians for unification and greater lobbying in USA for the Albanian cause. 
At the beginning of XX century USA were emerging as economic power in the 
world and this demanded that Albanians have a joint intellectual structure for the 
protection of Albanian people in Balkans. European countries were not protecting 
Albanian people with the exception of Austria and to some extent Italy. In order to 
supervise the unification of Albanian associations Marko Adamsi proposed to form 
a committee which would oversee the unification of Albanian associations in one. 
In the convention of 24 March 1912 the Albanian associations discussed about the 
name that the association to be formed would have and the proposals were to name 
it Plugu, Përmenda, Kastrioti, Skëndërbeu, Përlindja etc.  The decision was made to 
name the Pan Albanian federation “Vatra”, and this was the proposal of Fan Nolit 
(Seferi, 2014, 34). On 14 April the kanun of,”Vatrës” was adopted and it served for 
decades as a center of political and cultural activity of Albanians in America. Vatra 
chose the interim management bodies and its secretary was Fan Noli, whereas 
cashier was Llambi Qikozi. The most difficult task was that of the organizers who 
had to go to different places in order to encourage different associations to unify into 
one Pan Albanian Federation. On 28 April 1912 the Pan-Albanian federation “Vatra: 
was formed. The Pan Albanian Federation,, Vatra” would be the voice of the national 
program of Albanians in USA and would support the Albanian cause for freedom 
and independence.

                                                               Conclusions

Albanians who migrated to USA found another civilization different from the one 
they left and they had to get together and stay together in quarters and villages of 
USA in order to preserve the centennial traditions and to get over nostalgia by being 
with one another. Their joint stay in quarters and villages, even though detrimental 
in economic terms, in cultural terms was very successful because by staying together 
they started learning Albanian language and reading newspapers, and each inn had 
a person who could read newspaper in Albanian, and the inns had three rooms each 
in which around 10-15 people would stay. Albanians migrated to USA as illiterates 
of Albanian language and only a small number of them were intellectuals who could 
speak and write in Albanian. This was a result of invaders who prohibited the education 
of Albanians in Albanian language in order to assimilate them. By the initiative of the 
intellectuals of that time Sotir Peci, Fan Noli, Kristo Dakoja and many others, many 
associations were created with the mission of keeping Albanians together to avoid 
assimilation, and they published books, organized cultural manifestations, helped 
each other, etc. Albanians in USA showed how Albanians preserved the Albanian 
language with fanaticism even though they were in a very wealthy country with 
many great opportunities which they didn't have in their own country. Albanians 
succeeded in finding their ways to different businesses, in becoming entrepreneurs, in 
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learning English language but without forgetting Albanian language, and in getting 
educated up to the level of PhD as was the case of Mihajl Turtulit. Albanians in USA 
are examples of how they renounced the privileges they had in the associations they 
formed and joined for a greater interest and formed the Pan Albanian Federation 
“Vatra”, which in the most difficult moments of the Albanian population would 
spearhead the Albanian country. By sending humanitarian help in Albania and by 
supporting the armed uprising and by sending tens of thousands of textbooks in 
Albanian language to the country which the Albanian people  was in great need of as 
a result of such a long invasion.  
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