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Abstract

Drino’s valley is one of the richest areas with cult objects, which are a valuable treasure of our
cultural heritage. The first early Christian churches date back to the 4-th century. Their
construction is related to the spread of Christianity in the Albanian territory. In the first half
of the 5-th century construction has been limited because of the barbarian invasions, and
during the second half of the 5-th century and the beginning of the 6-th century Early Christian
churches had a wide extension. Early Christian churches were built not only through early
Episcopal centres but also in rural settlements. Archaeological discoveries have brought to
light a large number of early Christian churches, out of which we can judge the architectural
development of that period. A wide use during the early Christian period had the three-nave
basilicas and one-nave churches. From what can be judged from the ruins left, the architectonic-
decorative treatment of early Christian churches has been very simple. Decorative ornaments
were mainly inside the churches (Chalkiá, 1997, 10-11).
Early Christian monuments of the IV-VI centuries, being considered in typological terms are
divided into: one-nave basilicas and churches. Early Christian churches were built with simple
walls and raw stones, which were related to each other with lime mortar, using a number of
bricks. Early Christian builders knew very well physical laws on balance of the columns and
arcades. From the chronological aspect, the early Christian churches are constructions of the
second half of the 5-th century and the first half of 4-th century.
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