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Abstract

Terrorism is a global threat to all countries regardless their social, economic and religious
setting. For the realization of their activities, terrorists use different models. As funds for
realization of the terrorist act they use different types of weapons, mainly firearms. Terrorist
organizations that practice modern forms of terrorism also use weapons of mass destruction.
According to that, they improve the ways of getting funds for the realization of the terrorist
acts, its  internal organization and the ways of practicing terrorism. In this article, we will
give a brief overview of the instrumentum operandi, organizational setup and phases of
realization of the terrorist act, with special emphasis on the situation in the Republic of
Macedonia.
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Introduction

For the realization of its goals, executives of terrorist activities primary had to arm,
equip, practice and provide logistics for the entire duration of the conflict. The arming
of terrorist organizations, groups and gangs in Macedonia includes the latest types of
weapons. Here will be reviewed some phenomenal forms of illegal arms trafficking,
munitions and explosive materials.
1. Kinds of criminal activity
Criminal activity can be:
a) Individual – by achieving financial and other types of benefits;
b) Group – by achieving financial and other types of benefits;
c) Group - organized to accomplish some higher political goals.
The individually supply of weapons to the Republic of Macedonia was provoked by
the devastating situation and break up of former Yugoslavia, in the path of  the YNA
as well (Yugoslav National Army). This emergence was present in the environments
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of those attending military service in the Yugoslav army, and in part with persons
employed in the institution.
Also in this group can be listed the returnees from warring lands, who were found in
those areas for different reasons and used the opportunity to acquire arms and sold
to the “euphoric people”. With the break up of Yugoslavia, vast changes have occurred
in the international community, whereby certain groups and organizations have lost
their main financiers and they were forced to find other alternatives to be financed
(Makarenko, 2004).
There were fewer individual cases of carrying weapons in Albania. It came to a total
breakdown of security system and the people entered in the army barracks and
storages. Thereby huge quantities of army weapons passed illegally in the hands of
people and they depleted to the very limits and were looking for ways to sell those
weapons and gain material benefit. Many people were driven by the idea of easy
earning. Also, in order to satisfy the growing demand of weapons, the weapons were
carried from Serbia, Bulgaria, Turkey and other countries. Kosovo in this framework
was purposely not mentioned, because of the already existing organized entrance of
weapons.
From the above mentioned cases, the cause of achieving proceeds and other benefits,
in many cases were noted, using the same mode and the same illegal trails and roads.
Groups working for their own interest made plans, arranged aids (transports, cargo
animals, bribe officials, etc).
This mode of illegal entry of weapons is used among extreme and separatist ethnic
Albanian environments, which are supported by certain areas in Kosovo, Albania
and Bosnia and Herzegovina. The weapons were required for executing military
actions, through established paramilitary structures that used the force of arms with
the aim of Great Albania. According to this, it was observed the occurrence of “hybrid”
organizations, and it was difficult to distinguish clearly the organization as a terrorist
organization or organized-crime group (Rusumanov, 2014).
Those illegal organizations are formed for the purpose of coordinated appearance
and providing financial and logistical support. Such organization in the Republic of
Macedonia existed since 1991, and worked actively in organizing, equipment, selection
and preparation of people fighting against the Macedonian security forces. This
organization was named Staff for National Defence of the Albanian armed forces
(Batkovski, 1996). This organization, among other activities, had planned the
procurement of weapons.
According to all estimates and determined indicators, the largest amounts of weapons
that entered in Macedonia were done from Albania, especially after the riots in 1997.
The crisis in Albania allowed large quantities of weapons and munitions to pass into
the hands of extremists and groups that in many ways were brought in Macedonia.

Unregistered illegal mountain passes that were used for smuggling weapons
In this section are mentioned the main passes in Macedonia that were used for
smuggling weapons. The following passages in Tetovo and Gostivar were used for
smuggling of weapons, for a longer period of time.
In Tetovo: Kobilichki Vrati, Small and Big Shiledge, Kara Nikola, Skokalo, Baba
Asanica, Gini Beg and Vakov.
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In Gostivar: Zavojsko, Ciganski Premin, Asan Kula, Shkrtec, Mala Korabska vrata,
Golema Korabska vrata and Popovi Livadi (Batkovski, 1994).
In recent times despite the existing crossings, due to increased needs of weapons and
ammunition, there are developed new crossings coming from Albania and Kosovo.
From Kosovo to Macedonia:
-The area of the triangle between Kosovo, Serbia and the Republic of Macedonia,
between the villages of Straza and Belanovce, towards the villages of Vaksince,
Lojane, Kumanovo;
- Miratovac, Kosovo, through Shorta to village Lojane;
- Kumanovo - village Stanichikj, through Dumanovce to Lipkovo,  hence through
Matejche to Arachinovo and Singelic-Skopje;
- Village Orašje to villages Raduša and Jazince;
In Shara region the most popular are:
- Village Ljubinje – Kosovo, Preslap-2174 towards village Vejce;
- Prizrenski Brod - Preslap - Kara Nikola towards villages Brodec and Veshala;
- Kosovo - village Globochica towards village Brodec; Orashje, Radusa to Skopje;
- Kosovo - through Rogachevo and village Jazince (this road took place on goat
paths;
-Presevo - through area of the Crn Vrv and village Belanovce and village Straza;
From Albania towards Macedonia and inversely:
-Kukes - village Damjane, Ljubizhda, Mazrek, Chur, Dragas to village Shipkovica;
-Kukes - village Topojani, Shprez, Novosej, Krusevo, Rastelice until village Novo
Selo;
-Peshkopeja illegal crossing at Kapi Mosque and Kljusa Prifut to village Debreshte
and village Kalishta-Gostivar;
-Korca – village Stanoevce, Dunav-Rugjince-Otlja-Matejche-Nikushtak-Arachinovo
hence or vice versa towards Trnova on Kosovo;
-Republic of Albania towards Prizren - village Rastelica (Kosovo) to village
Zherovjane and village Rostushe – Gostivar;
 In this context, it should be clear that within the organized criminal group, the
existence of strong organizational structure is inevitable, and there is a strict division
of roles and tasks between members, due to the severity of tasks and determination
of responsibility, if there are consequences for the organization of performance or
non-performance.
There are offenders who are bosses at the same time, and who are giving only a
starting initiative and are defining the realization of the action. They, determine the
organizer who is responsible for the action plan and for requesting and providing
necessary funds and also determining the human potential.

Illegal transfer of goods through legitimate crossings

For the realization of the second way and successful transferring of goods through
legal crosses but on illegal way, it must be emphasized the study of customs and
police regimes on border crossings. The weak points must be found, and all that for
painless overcoming on border obstacles. The inevitable method is corruption of a
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part of the custom officers and police officers at border crossings. In addition, a method
for illegal transportation is a parallel organization for an illegal transport of far less
quantities, which deliberately breaks among the police in order to be detected and
confiscated, and in this time the main package to pass the border without problems
(Dimovski, 2012).
In order for the whole action to be completely safe, there are usually engaging
employees of state institutions that provide documentation of a fictional character.
Through that documentation the illegal goods are becoming legal. However, it still
does not let itself be by chance, but rather people by the customs authorities are
provided with order not to check forwarding goods. During the transfer across
Macedonia there is a determined secret escort vehicle. If it is a serious organization,
law enforcement officers and other official authorities are included in the traffic.
Transporters are persons who possess transport vehicle or they use a rented vehicle
for this event. In most cases they are familiar with the contents of the shipment, but
in some cases goods can be loaded, well camouflaged, and in this cases the transporter
(carrier) is not familiar (If it is a smaller amount that can be camouflaged with other
goods).
Upon arrival at the agreed destination, weapons are stored in a temporary facility.
Due to the presence of more people at unloading, usually at night, with the knowledge
and participation of the very narrow circle of people, goods are transferred in the
hideout that is previously prepared for this purpose.
Weapons are transferred to the destination and deposited to the pre-planned place
for that purpose. In such cases, usually places that are inaccessible or difficult to
access are chosen or situated in mountainous terrain in natural caves, gorges, etc. in
cases where it is a large quantity of weapons intended for terrorist actions, while
remaining weapons which in most cases are designed to train people to be direct
perpetrators, are stored in warehouses (houses, sheepfolds, garages, cellars) and
wherever is considered to be difficult to be found by the state bodies.
When storing weapons, especially ammunition and explosive substances, not enough
attention is given to the dangers that can arise. Everyone involved in the illegal
transport and storage is not ready to handle these assets. In such cases usually lighters
extraction of explosive means are carried out, in order to avoid explosion. Also, the
inability to provide the required conditions with adequate protection from light,
moisture, fresh air, etc. lead to processes that damage assets (weapons, ammo). In
any case, in places where weapons and ammunition are stored, Guard service (which
can be permanent or temporary) may be organized, in order to avoid unwanted
encounters with uninvited persons.

Organizational structure on illegal and terrorist organizations

The organizational structure of illegal and terrorist organizations is always in function
of the organization and achieving the main goals, according to data sources, it
represents the best way for handling a mechanism based on selective and unselective
attack. The organization activity is based on documents, where the creator and the
founder of the terrorist attacks points out the targets.
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Military-Political command is established in the main cities, which are independent
from military and political influence. All big organizations have a network set on
principles of hierarchy and subordination, and the main unit is the cell. The cell is
minor, but an effective unit. Usually, there are 5 up to 10 people, according to the
required action. Every unit has its own name for identification.
The connection between higher units it’s done by a courier, and in case of conspiracy
usually one from the unit recognizes only one member from the higher units. This
kind of organizations get their weapon from: alias countries and organizations (their
intelligence agencies) by attacking the Police and Military storages, including NATO
units, on the black market and some of them even produce some kinds of weapon.
There are differences in the terrorist organizations based on their weapons power.
Financing is done by the so called self-financing, that means that they use the most
effective methods for getting the financial support. However some terrorist
organizations steal cars, forging documents equipping workshops for making
explosives and other devices, procurement and arms trafficking, robbing banks,
kidnapping rich people and their families etc.
Training the membership it’s done systematic and by plan (from deduction to
induction). They are concentrated on the physical and technical part. Recruiting new
troops is made by sector which all terrorist organizations have in common. There is a
rule, requiring young people, strong in their convictions, willing to self-sacrifice. The
training begins writing slogans on the walls and dispersing leaflets in permanent
and temporary camps for training. These camps include physical and mental
preparation and training. For this purpose terrorist organizations usually have in their
ranks specialists, especially for weapons and explosives that are commonly made
on their own (Veljanov, 1996).

Phases of planning and execution of terrorist attack

Planning the actions in the terrorist organizations is done in detail and carefully, the
same way as the extremely complex military operations. Using the surprise factor
and initiative that is objectively on their side, special attention is concentrated to the
relationship of the ultimate goal and the immediate object of attack by the terrorist
attack. Target is always selected individually and must be in line with the main
objectives of the organization. In determining the manner of execution of terrorist
action, strategists are guided by the principle of efficiency and simplicity, which is
based on thorough developed intelligence and gathered documentation for the target
of the attack. All relevant information is collected about the victim of the attack such
as habits, movement etc.
These performances of terrorist actions are carried out on a previously prepared plan,
using the optimal weapons, resources and participants needed to achieve the aim.
All previous phases for determination of members, are fully prepared for the specific
action, everyone must act in accordance with the schedule prescribed manner, without
exceptions at the cost of sacrifices (Pashanski, 1987).
The first phase in bringing a terrorist attack is the stage of defining the purpose of the
attack. It starts after some mandatory changes in a state of change in terms of political
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or economic course or significant changes in the relationship between internal political
entities. This phase is the phase of judgment and decision execution.
The second phase begins when the objectives are fully defined and the organizer is
determined to commit a terrorist act. The first step is the determination and
commitment of the organizer of the action - the person who will manage the
preparation and the final operation. This second level is also called incidental phase,
which lasts for some time, and can be divided into several sub-phases.
The first sub-phase in the second phase is studying the main object, institution, person
etc. (Dorevski, 1997).
The second sub-phase is planning-building strategy, based on the data obtained. The
plan should identify: the participants in the action, the method of attack, the means
of execution, the place and the time, manner of the withdrawal of funds and
participants.
The third sub-phase - Logistics, is the period of financial support to the group,
performing the action with the necessary equipment and resources to deliver the
attack. This includes primarily the procurement of funds to be carried out (weapons,
ammunition, explosives), then the provision of communication facilities, vehicles,
maps, means of camouflaging the participants. The key problem is the transport and
accommodation of the necessary materials at the place of execution.
The fourth sub-phase is the provision of shelter; the organizer is also an important
issue, which must be planned and decided. The implementation of this phase starts
after the terrorist attack. This sub-phase is not necessary when we talk about suicide
terrorism.
The third phase is the realization of a terrorist act or stage of attack. The attack usually
precede two actions that are performed on the critical day or before the transport and
placement of forces and means of committing the act and getting an initial signal
from the organizer that everything goes according to plan and the action can be
performed.
Fourth phase - effects and consequences from post - terrorist attack (Pashanski, 1987).
Performance of the terrorist act has primary and secondary effects. Primary action is
to perform an attack on a particular object, person or institution; it usually takes place
with minimal random victims. Secondary action rule is one according to the
importance of every terrorist organization that exceeds many times the primary and
secondary effects. This effect is usually chosen to attract targets without major
consequences for innocent victims. With the announcement of the news about the
attack there is the effect of fear, uncertainty and distrust in the authorities and so on,
and that includes the basic element of terrorism.

Conclusions

The availability to weapons to terrorists to organize in conspiracy beyond the possibility
of being revealed makes their activities quite serious and dangerous for every one
whose activity would endanger the operation or the members of terrorist organization.
In accordance with their rules, they impose a specific form of internal discipline and
punishment that prevents contacts with officials from security structures. In that
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context, in order to create opportunities to identify the activities that are undertaken
by the terrorist groups and organizations there is a section of the phases of preparation
and realization of the terrorist act. This helps the implementation of law enforcement
in recognizing the terrorist organization about their activities.
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