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Abstract

Main object of this paper is to present the organizational structure and the function of the
security system of the Republic of Macedonia by the regulatory authorities. The security
institutions, whose primary purpose is to cope with all sorts of threats and risks, need to be
properly interconnected and the cooperation should be on a high level. The security system is
a reflection of the characteristics of the state and should be functional, professional and based
on law.
The purpose of this paper is to present the employees’ authorities, their powers and
responsibilities in the security institutions, as well as determining their weaknesses and
shortcomings, through the structure of the security system of the Republic of Macedonia. For
this purpose, state security bodies will be considered, private security agencies and other
bodies.
Special importance will be given to the results of the conducted empirical research for the
level of functionality of the security institutions in the Republic of Macedonia, as well as the
types of risks and threats for the safety and stability of the Macedonian citizens.

Keywords: security system, organization, structure, function, risks, threats, institutions, Republic
of Macedonia.

Introduction

The security system of every country in the world consists of institutions, organs and
bodies responsible for establishing and maintaining the security, the stability and the
balance in the society, as well as a legal framework and function which is determined
by the current economic-political relation.  The subjects within the security system
are given numerous and varied powers for keeping the security in the country, for
which they have a proper accountability.  The security system will be strong and
efficient only if the army, police and the intelligence service work fully in function of
the framework of the democratic system of the civic control and surveillance that
secure the responsibility, accountability and transparency.  A professional security
system understands the right relations and the responsibility toward the society as a
whole and not only its military, policy and intelligence duties and obligations.  The
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social responsibilities of the security institutions contribute to gain public confidence
, and in that way are set the needed relations of collaboration and respect.  It is fully
clear that the democratic control over the security system would not function if the
institutions within the security system are not democratic by themselves. 1

As key elements of the security system are considered the institutions which goal is
achieving the national security of the country. Among those institutions belong: police,
army, intelligence and security services and other state institutions that work within
the area of security and defense.  These elements of the security system are also
systematically organized (defense system, police system, intelligence-security system)
so that they may be referred to as subsystems of the security system or separate
systems that interact with the security system of the country.
 The security system of Republic of Macedonia is constituted as a function of the state
and wider society.
The Republic of Macedonia established a new system of civil capitalist society after
the independence and the abandonment of the socialist self-management system. By
all processes and changes in all segments of life it established a new security system
in order to protect this values.
In the domestic strategic documents the security system is defined as ‘complex and
inter-dependant set of measures, activities, plans and programs undertaken by the
relevant institutions in Macedonia in order to protect, maintain and promote the
national security.’ Through the security system is shown the degree of interconnection
between the internal security and the planning of the processes for promotion of
Republic of Macedonia within the international security (Ðà¼êîâ÷åâñêè , 2014, 85).
The security system of the Republic of Macedonia should have a potential to deal
with all kind of treats, provide timely notification, to be capable of preventive action,
to react quickly, and after the action to ensure recovery from the impact and prepare
for future operations. In dealing with the threats the security system can use its own
forces and count on international support, but only if it applies in practice the principles
of transparency, accountability and democratic control of the security system. Hence,
Macedonia’s construction of its security system takes into account the current
requirements he has to meet (  2009, 246).

The structure of the security system of the republic of Macedonia

The institutions that are part of the security system and have a security function can
be state security organs, private security organs and other organs and inspections.  In
addition for the purposes of this paper will be reviewed the following institutions:
the Council for National Security, Ministry of Interior, Ministry of Defense, Protection
and Rescue Center for Crisis Management, private security agencies and other
institutions in the country that have security tasks, and their responsibilities, powers,
and their responsibilities will be presented.

1 Democratic Control of Armed and Security Forces”, Information on the International Conference: “Implication of the armed

and security forces in democratic societies” held from March 29 to April 1, 2005 in Cotonou, Benin, : http://

www.kas-benin.de/mil/index-eng.html [ 10.02.2012].
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Security Council of Republic of Macedonia

The Security Council has a significant place within the security system of Republic of
Macedonia.  It represents a specific coordinative body. The Security Council consists
of: The President of Republic of Macedonia, President of the Government of Republic
of Macedonia, the President of the Assembly of Republic of Macedonia, the Ministries
that govern the organs of the state in the area of security, defense and foreign affairs
and three members appointed by the President of the Republic of Macedonia.  The
President of Republic of Macedonia is also a President of the Security Council.  When
appointing the three members, the president takes into account the composition of
the Council to be appropriately reflective of the country’s population. The Council
shall review and initiate issues related to security and defense of the Republic,
formulate and give proposals to Parliament and the government, who should adopt,
embrace, or take into account in exercising their functions, particularly those related
to defense, security and protecting the country.
If we look closely to the composition of the Security Council we will note that the
dominant position is represented by the President of Macedonia
(  2005, 118).
The arrangement and the function of the Security Council of Macedonia is regulated
by Article 86 of the Constitution and Amendment XIII.
The Security Council should have greater powers in the area of   operation of the
security system that should be regulated by a Law on National Security which would
define the responsibilities of all elements of the security system.
Although seemingly the Security Council appears in the role of an advisory body,
given its composition and the issues dealt, there is no doubt that it is an extremely
important body, which affects the policy defense and the security of Macedonia, the
construction and operation of the system of defense and security, and their overall
relation.

Ministry of Interior

One of the founding institutions of the security system of Republic of Macedonia is
the Ministry of Interior. The Ministry of Interior is a state body.  The powers, the
rights, the duties and its responsibilities are regulated by the Law on Internal Affairs2,
the Law on Police3 and the Law on Criminal Procedure.4  The Law on Internal Affairs
regulates the basic principles for the employees of the Ministry of Interior, the
organization and the authority of the Ministry of Interior, the status and the special
duties and powers of the employees of the Ministry of Interior, the classification of
the positions in the Ministry, the cooperation, the control, the rights and the obligations
of the employees of the Ministry of Interior, he material liability or compensation for
damage and disciplinary responsibility of the employees of the Ministry, as well as

2 Law on Interior Affairs, Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia, no. 42/14, 116/14.
3 Law on Police, Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia, no 114/06, 06/09, 145/12, 41/14.
4 Law on Criminal Procedure, Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia, no. 15/97, 44/02, 74/04, 83/08, 150/10, 51/11, 100/12.
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the processing of personal data and other data and records kept at the Ministry of
Interior.  The Law on Police regulates the police issues, the organization of the Police,
the police authorities and rights and the obligations arising from the employment of
police officers in the Interior Ministry, which is regulated by the Law on Internal
Affairs. The Law on Criminal Procedure sets out rules allowing a fair criminal
procedure so that no innocent person is not convicted and the perpetrator be imposed
criminal sanction under the conditions stipulated in the Law on Criminal and on the
basis of a legally conducted procedure.
The Ministry of Interior of the Republic of Macedonia is responsible for taking specific
measures and activities that are necessary for revealing of the perpetrator of the
criminal acts, the supporter and the joint offender or for preventing the perpetrators
to hide or escape.  Also, they reveal and secure traces and things that could be used
as evidence or information about the leading of the criminal proceeding.  The
organizational structure of the Ministry of Interior consists of units or the needs and
authorities of the Ministry.
The units for the Ministry of Interior of the Republic Macedonia perform tasks and
chores that can be divided into:
· Organizational units that carry out professional activities and
· Organizational units that carry out civic activities.
The organizational units of the Ministry of Interior, are responsible for performing
professional and civic activities related to legal matters, human resources, training,
financial, material and technical and logistical matters, the European Union,
International Relations and Cooperation, internal audit, public relations, administrative
matters related to civil works in the area of   citizenship, identification number, personal
name travel documents to the nationals of the Republic Macedonia, permanent and
temporary residence of citizens, identity cards, driving and traffic permits,
administrative matters related to the issuance of licenses and permits for the weapons,
parts of weapons and ammunition, as well as issues relating to regulation of trade in
weapons, ammunition, explosives and hazardous materials, civil works in the Ministry
of Interior, Asylum, analytical work in the area of   information and
telecommunications, and other tasks.
Bodies within the Ministry of Interior of the Republic Macedonia include:
• Public Security Bureau and
• Administration for Security and Counterintelligence.
The competence of the Ministry of Interior as a state body is regulated by the Law for
organization of the work of the bodies of the state administration 5, The Law on Police6

and the Law on Interior Affairs.7  The Ministry performs tasks in relation with: the
implementation of the public and state security; preventing violent destruction of
democratic institutions established by the Constitution of the Republic Macedonia;
protection of  life, personal safety and property of citizens; prevention of incitement
to national, racial or religious hatred and intolerance; prevention of committing crimes

5 Law for organization of the work of the bodies of the state administration, Official Gazette of Republic of
Macedonia, no. 58/00.
6 Law on Police, Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia, no. 114/06, 06/09, 145/12, 41/14.
7 Law on Interior Affairs, Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia, no. 92/09, 42/14, 116/14.
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and misdemeanors, detection and apprehension of the perpetrators and taking other
measures determined by law for the prosecution of offenders; civil affairs and other
matters determined by law.
According to the existing structure the Ministry of Interior, there are three divisions:
central (the Head of the Ministry), regional (Sectors for Interior) and local
(Departments of Interior).

Ministry of Defense

The Ministry of Defense is one of the state bodies in charge for the defense and which
conducts numerous and specific tasks.  The Ministry of Defense is responsible about
the affairs from the area of defense and protection of the Republic of Macedonia.  Its
authorizations, rights and duties are set by the Law on Defense.  Also, its rights and
duties are set in many provisions that are part of this Law.
According to the Law on Defense8 we can determine several activities of the Ministry
of Defense:
1. It prepares strategy for defense;
2. It estimates the military and the other threats that threaten the sovereignty,
independence and territorial integrity of the Republic:
3. organizes and prepares the defense system and propose measures for its
development and improvement;
4. Prepares a plan for defense of the Republic;
5. It organizes and implements the defense plan;
6. It plans backups for the needs of the defense in case of war etc.
7. In martial law it fulfills the needs of the President of Republic of Macedonia.
Based on the backgrounds, are set strategic objectives and functions of the Ministry
of Defense. Thus, the strategic objectives of the Ministry are aligned according to the
National Concept for Security and Defense and refer to:9

1) Realization of the system for defense of the independence and territorial
integrity of the Republic of Macedonia; 2) Planning, organization, equipment,
development and preparation of the Army and implementation of the defined plans;
3) Exercising civilian control of the armed forces; 4) Plan, organize and participate in
collective security systems and defense; 5) Organizing and preparing the defense of
the entities of the system of defense; 6) Ensure equitable representation of community
members in the staff of the Ministry of Defense and the Army; 7) Planning, organizing
and conducting training for defense.

Protection and rescue Directorate

In order to perform the activities of protection and rescue from natural disasters,
outbreaks, epidemics, and other accidents a Protection and Rescue Directorate is
established in the Republic of Macedonia, as an independent state body with legal
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personality. The Directorate is a relatively new subject of the state administration
which is formed by passing the Law on Protection and Rescue of 2004, ie the merging
of the Civil Protection of the Ministry of Defense and the Inspection for fire protection
from the Ministry of Interior. The protection and rescue of people, the environment,
material goods, natural resources, flora and fauna and cultural heritage from natural
disasters and other accidents in peace, emergency and martial law are regulated by
the Law on Protection and Rescue as a system for Protection and Rescue.
The Protection and Rescue Department is the main pillar of the system of protection
and rescue. It is made up of 4 sections with 11 departments, 4 independent
departments and 35 regional departments for protection and rescue and has
jurisdiction over the entire territory of the Republic Macedonia. The Protection and
Rescue Directorate is managed by a director, appointed by the Government of the
Republic Macedonia for a term of four years. The director of the Directorate is civilian
and is independent in the performance of work, and for its work he reports directly
to the Government of the Republic Macedonia.
In achieving protection and rescue the Directorate performs the following tasks10:
1)prepares the plan for protection and rescue from natural disasters, outbreaks,
epidemics, and other accidents of Article 10 of this Law; 2) Assessment of the damages
produced by natural outbreaks, epidemics, and other accidents in cooperation with
the competent state bodies; 3) organize and prepare the system for protection and
rescue; 4) propose measures to equip and develop the system of protection and rescue
in the country; 5) ensure the functioning of the system to prevent and detect the
occurrence and elimination of consequences of natural disasters, epidemics and
epizootic and other accidents; 6) provides timely deployment and efficient use of
state forces for protection and rescue and rapid response teams; 7) ensure full
incorporation of measures for protection and rescue; 8) provides for the
implementation of the strategic and medium-term objectives for protection and rescue;
9) participate in completing and implementing the mobilization of state forces for
protection and rescue; 10) examines the development needs and carried equipping
state forces for protection and rescue; 11) are responsible for ensuring material supplies
for the needs of protection and rescue; 12) control and evaluation of the readiness of
forces for protection and rescue; 13) organizes and conducts exercises for the needs
of protection and rescue; 14) developed curricula and training programs for protection
and rescue; 15) plans and implements international cooperation in the field of
protection and rescue; 16) plans, organizes and provides exercises and participation
in collective protection systems and rescue outside the territory of the Republic of
Macedonia; 17) prepare expert guidance in the field of protection and rescue; 18)
establishes norms and standards for system protection and rescue in the country; 19)
Perform other duties prescribed by law.
Within the Protection and Rescue Directorate exists a headquarters managing with
the activities for protection and rescue in the state. The headquarters is operational
and professional government body that commanded by the director of the Protection
and Rescue Directorate, who issues the order to activate the HQ. In the work of the

10 Law on Protection and rescue, Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia, no. 36/04.
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headquarters participate experts appointed by the Government that while performing
certain functions within actions of staff have the status of persons sent to work in the
Directorate. Besides the headquarters, there are regional headquarters commanded
by the heads of the regional organizational units for protection and rescue. Also, within
the Directorate there is a Center for training which aims to implement basic, additional
and specialist training of state forces for protection and rescue and other personnel in
the field of protection and rescue.
Within the Protection and Rescue Directorate are formed teams for quick response of
different specialties.  The type, the number, the personal and the material content of
the teams for quick response is set by Government.  The teams are basis of the State
forces for protection and rescuing.  The teams consist of the employees of the Protection
and Rescue Directorate and experts from the bodies of the state administration, the
public enterprises, offices and institutions and civic associations and citizens experts.
Throughout its engagement in teams, the experts from the state administration bodies,
public enterprises, institutions and services, as well as by NGOs and citizens experts
have status of people involved in the work of the Protection and Rescue Directorate.

Crisis Management Center

The Law for Crisis management besides regulating the area of crisis management it
also has a character of a founding law.  By its help within the system of crisis
management is formed an independent body of the state administration which by its
function has a legal identity.  The name of the independent body is Crisis management
Center and its obligation is providing total organizational, administrative and technical
support to the bodies and subjects in the system of the crisis management.  On the
head of the Crisis management center is a director appointed by the Government of
the Republic of Macedonia who has a four year mandate.  A director can be a civil
who has worked at least six years in the organs of the state administration or in the
institutions which job is connected to the defense and the security of the Republic of
Macedonia.
The Crisis Management Center is established by the Law in order to:11

· Provide continuity in the inter-departmental and international cooperation,
consultation and coordination in crisis management;

· Draft and update the single assessment of risks and threats to the security of the
Republic;

· Propose measures and activities for dealing with the crisis and
· Do other activities set by the law;
The Crisis Management Center is a carrier of the total support (technical,
organizational, administrative and other) of the Management Committee and the
Assessment Group.  The Crisis Management Center collaborates with the Centers
for Crisis Management from the other countries.
In terms of the organizational structure, The Crisis Management Center consists of
five sectors:
1. The Department for administrative expertise of the management bodies of the
11 Law on Crisis Management, Official Gazette of Republic of Macedonia, no. 29/05, Article 26.
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crisis management system;
2. Sector for legal, finance and general affairs;
3. Sector for NATO and international coordination;
4. Department for operations and coordination;
5. Sector for Analytics, assessments and strategic planning.
Within the Crisis Management Center there are 35 regional centers for organizing
the activities in the area of prevention, early warning and crisis management on the
territory of Republic of Macedonia on regional level. The Center through its regional
Centers conducts informing, following of the situation, exchange of data, information
and giving proposals for crisis management and making the assessment.
Within the Crisis Management Center is established a General Headquarters as an
operational - expert body which manages the activities of prevention and management
of crisis situations. The headquarters are composed of representatives of the
participants of the Steering Committee. Members of Staff and head of the ambulance
in Skopje, the Director of Protection and Rescue Committee, representatives of the
Army and IA Directorate for Security of Classified Information. The headquarters is
managed by a director of the Crisis Management Center. In the regional centers are
established regional headquarters, as operational expert bodies in the regional level.
In situation when the security of the Republic of Macedonia is threatened by a crisis
also a part of the Macedonian Army can participate as a support of the Police if the
organs of the state administration don’t have appropriate resources for prevention
and crisis management (Ñëàâåñêè , 2009, 315).
The Crisis Management Center as an independent body that carries the total technical,
organizational and administrative affairs for the needs of the system for crisis
management has a legal obligation to provide the necessary preconditions for a total
implementation of the System for planning, programming, budgeting and executing
primarily in its work and then indirectly to influence in the application of its principles
and mechanisms among the other subjects in the system.
The Crisis Management Center has an international collaboration through its Sector
for NATO and international coordination which manages, organizes and conducts
activities in the area of collaboration and coordination with the bodies and organs
from the other countries, the NATO and EU structures as well as with the relevant
international organizations.

Other state institutions of the security system of the Republic Macedonia

Within the security system of Republic of Macedonia beside those subjects that we
have already elaborated a special place belongs to the other state institutions from
the security sphere that are performing activities related to the security and defense
and whose subjects have special authorizations according to the Constitution and the
Laws of the Republic of Macedonia. Such institutions are12:
1. Within the Ministry of Finance there are organs that by its nature are part of the
security system. Such are: Customs Administration, the Financial Intelligence
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Department of the Financial Police. Certain members of these bodies are authorized
to apply police powers;
2. Within the Ministry of Foreign Affairs there are organizational units performing
significant security functions such as: the Sector for Security and Informatics
(Department of Security and Information, Department of Electronic and
Telecommunication system with crypto, Department of Security), Directorate Political
- Security Cooperation and Department of Political and Multilateral Affairs
(Department of Political - Security Cooperation, Department for Political and
multilateral relations);
 3. Within the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Water Management a special
role has the forest police tasked to keep the forests in state and private ownership
and the exercise of this activity have the powers purely police character;
 4. Within the executive Government of the Republic Macedonia there are
autonomous organs performing functions within the scope of the security system,
such as:
o National Coordination Centre for Border Management, as a coordinating body

of the Government, which aim is efficient coordination, facilitating the exchange
of data and information and enhanced border management.

o Directorate for Security of Classified Information, which was established to
implement the policy for the protection of classified information and of
international standards for implementing the exchange of classified information
in accordance with international agreements and to perform other duties
stipulated by the Law on Classified Information.

o Directorate for radiation security, which is an independent state body with legal
personality and performs administrative and professional works in the field of
protection against ionizing radiation.

Private Security System

The private security system is a subsystem of the global security system, which was
established in order to protect the private property of the citizens and their lives. The
private security complements the security protection of the country through its police
structure and other relevant entities and authorities. The state is certainly not able to
secure the presence of police officers at any time and any place where certain goods
may be subjects of attack and threat. Therefore, any individual, organization or other
entity assumes sense of their own security and are trying to protect their private good
to have a higher level of protection than the one that the state is giving.
The functions of the system of private security which are similar or identical to the
police ones are: physical security and protection, security services, private
investigations, corporate security and criminal investigations. In terms of
responsibilities, powers and responsibilities of the entities of the system of private
security there are numerous legal and real difficulties in practice. These difficulties
should not be disclosed, monitored and continuously addressed through instructions,
orders or amendments to legal provisions governing such matters. In Republic of
Macedonia the issue of security of persons and property was first regulated by a
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special law in 199913.
The private security as a new form was established in the period when the Republic
Macedonia became an independent, sovereign and independent state. As part of the
overall national security, the operation of the private security is regulated by legal
norms regulating the relations in the protection of persons and their property and
establishing institutions that have rights, duties and responsibilities to take care for
their safety (Dimovski, Ilijevski & Babnoski, 2012, 73).
For the development of the private security in Macedonia and abroad in the recent
years have been conducted numerous controversies, but still there aren’t  complied
attitudes in terms of what it represents, what it consists of, to what extent and quality
is developed and so on. The activities that the employees in the security are dealing
with are different: starting from guards to transporting money and initial forms of
criminal investigations. The activities of the certain specialized agencies for protecting
people and property are various, but in practice cannot be distinguished because
they are mutually dependent, because a form of activity includes other activities
associated with it.
A special role for the functioning of the private security system has the chamber for
security of persons and property, whose activity is directed towards protecting and
promoting the expertise, professionalism and the professionalism of the profession
for protecting people and property.
To establish order and European standards in this important sphere of security system
while creating long-term policy and enacting laws it is necessary for the state despite
the state authorities and private security agencies to include non-governmental
organizations for protection of human rights and civil sector and experts dealing
with this area.

Security risks and threats for the republic of Macedonia

The stabilizing factors of peace and security of the Republic of Macedonia have great
importance for the system of national security and defense policy of the state
(Babanoski, 2013, 35).  They allow the development of all citizens, and thus the whole
society, and therefore it should be paid greater attention to their existence and activity
in a country. The political structures governing a certain country have great impact
on their acting. With them, the country provides peace, security and stability, which
significantly reduces the risk of its causing destabilization and conflict situations.
The stability of a country has an enormous importance for straightening the individual
and collective awareness of the existence and importance of the state and its ability to
improve the quality of life of the citizens in every respect. What is necessary is actually
creating a good national security policy and creating appropriate institutions to
facilitate its implementation. The new security threats, such as terrorism in all its
forms (classic, bioterrorism, nuclear terrorism, cyber-terrorism et seq.), the spread of
racial, ethnic and religious intolerance, the emergence of radical extremists and
religious fundamentalists, affect the whole national security and defense systems
worldwide. Such modes of action of certain criminal groups require different, modern
approach by the state in its prevention so that the adaptation of the personnel, vehicles
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and equipment is particularly important in these processes. The mutual cooperation
between countries, joint exercises and projects, exchange of experience, technique,
equipment and tools are just some of the measures that must be undertaken to be a
permanent part within the maintenance of peace and stability at national and global
level. The reforms in the security defense sector necessary and constant, because the
socially negative and harmful phenomena are constantly changing.
Today’s modern world and the way of life are characterized by rapid and dynamic
changes that bring along new and often unpredictable risks, threats, dangers and
threats to peace, stability and security of the states. Although the danger of classical
military threat in the long term is not expected, the non-military threats not only
modify its shape, they adapted to the modern living and have become varied, but
also they increased in intensity, space and time. The established trend of rapid
globalization of the world, despite the numerous advantages brought many dangerous
threats, caused most of the widening gap between rich and poor and the international
expansion of certain dangers, the most extreme of which are international terrorism
and organized crime. In addition, the great rise and illegal migration and trafficking
in people, drugs, weapons etc. Also, the danger of the use of weapons of mass
destruction which is prohibited under international law is increased. Today, the world,
by the US and its allies, heavily involved in the anti-terrorist struggle and the
consequences of terrorism become even more catastrophic everywhere, so it can be
concluded that the security, the stability and the peace in Europe depend directly on
the security of the Balkans, long considered a “powder keg”. To block this dangerous
scourge, Europe must cut all the channels of terrorism and all sources of its planning,
funding and training, leading to the Balkans and all channels and networks of
terrorism that lead from the Balkans. The specific geographic and strategic position
of the Republic of Macedonia represents a danger and cause more terrorism occur
within the country, because Macedonia is surrounded by countries where crime is
developed at a high level or near a military hot spots, they It provides still in favor of
the large number of criminal and terrorist groups in the territory of the Balkan region
found suitable soil and good logistical support. Lately, there is distinctive link between
the terrorism and the other organized criminal activities, such as people trafficking,
drugs and weapons, and other conventional crimes - murders, threats, blackmail,
extortion, kidnappings and so on. Hence, the fight against the terrorism must be
fought on a global, regional and national level and it should be taken concrete measures
and activities with a high degree of efficiency and effectiveness, to be able to detect
these phenomena at an early stage (stage of preparation and planning), and to
eliminate and neutralize their the effects.
So when developing security in a country, there are wide range of different factors
influencing, among the main role have the threats, the risks and the dangers for the
country and its territorial integrity and sovereignty, socio-economic and political
relations, polity, the role of human the potential impact of the civil society concept,
the objective need for an independent organization protecting the territory and
statehood in international relations, and the real possibilities of the state.
The security situation is associated with a constellation of interests and assets that
are applicable to a given space and time and the existing forces used to address social
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and political issues in order to ensure peace and prosperity to the smooth operation
of the man and his associations and institutions. In this sense, in the study of the
attitudes of citizens to safety and security threats in Macedonia14, the respondents
were asked to evaluate the proposed situations through which it can be indicated the
key sectors where problems related to security risks can arise. The distribution of
aggregate positive evaluations (for claims: agree and completely agree) is shown in
the table 1.

Table 1. Ranked respondents’ assessments of situations that can jeopardize the
safety of the Republic of Macedonia

rank Safety risk %
1 Unemployment 80,04
2 Violent overthrow of the democratic government 79,26
3 Privatisation of security 78,83
4 Secession of Western Macedonia 76,60
5 The level of democracy 76,60
6 Social tremors and strikes 70,09
7 The financial indebtedness of the Republic of Macedonia 67,70
8 Poverty 62,13
9 Rise of the political tensions in national mixed areas 61,88
10 Local terrorism and riots in the country 59,47

The three areas that have a high degree of agreement of respondents as situations
that have potential opportunities to jeopardize the security of the Republic of
Macedonia are: unemployment; violent overthrow of the democratic government;
and the privatization of security. The last three situations are: poverty; the rise of
political tensions in the national mixed environments; and local terrorism and riots
in the country.
If looked in general it can be concluded that all ten situations offered as an opportunity
to assess the scale of Likert type of extremely negative to extremely positive assertion
in a certain position, it can be concluded that this battery of questions dilemmas that
are predominantly present as serious and potentially dangerous, that they are all
assessed positively in most than half that in order to differentiated two that are not in
the sphere of economic relations. It is about distinguishing the possibility of violent
overthrow of the government and the privatization of security. Though it is ignoble to
draw generalizations based on citizens’ perception of particularly complex security
issues, the need for further study of this section of the views should not assume that
such behavior is a consequence of the present situation in the Parliament and the
events and comments on the way the removal of deputies, increased media
interpretation of the situation and problems of the country on its Euro-Atlantic
perspective, until the emergence of strained relations in the environment.
Especially specific is the assessment of the threat of privatization of security. It should
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be pointed out that it is a position that is contrary to the dominant position of the
experts that it is a field in which create prerequisites for complete and successful
practice of the security services, especially in the protection of property and
individuals. The citizens’ perceptions of the sector can be observed from several
aspects. You can assume that it is a consequence of the general image of insufficient
state control over this part of the security entities, regulatory alignment with state
forms of security protection, as well as the fact that some of the entities in this area
are lead (or owned) persons whose life is tied up with the institutions of the area,
who have the information and communication with the people of this area, as well as
the present practice of these subjects to tie the political elites and the basis for extraction
of personnel for certain operational tasks, which strengthens the notion of
“feudalization” relations in the country. When such assumptions will add the
realization that in recent years the parliamentary bodies for control of security bodies
do not work, then the law should be emphasized that these issues deserve research
effort to argue with empirical findings and offer answers is an expression of conceptual
structure, but also the importance of the area of   privatization of security.

Table 2. The evaluation of the respondents for security institutions in
Macedonia

                                                                    1           2             3             4            5
President 12,1 18,4 32,4 22,0 15,1
Parliament 20,0 21,3 34,6 16,9 7,2
Government 19,5 18,9 30,3 19,5 11,7
Police 14,5 15,5 35,3 22,3 12,4
Army 5,3 15,5 33,3 27,3 18,6
Secret services 11,2 20,9 38,9 19,0 9,9
Council for national security 10,0 23,5 42,2 16,8 7,5
Private security agencies 11,0 23,4 36,0 19,4 10,3
Center for management of crisis 11,5 24,1 39,4 18,0 7,0
Protection and rescue directorate 10,1 22,8 41,5 17,5 8,2
Judiciary 30,3 22,2 28,0 14,1 5,3

Table 2 summarizes the respondents’ evaluation of the functioning and operation of
the bodies and institutions within the security system in the country. Each of these
institutions respondents evaluated on a scale of Likert type scale, ie 1 as extremely
negative, bad grade, 5 as extremely positive, excellent rating. Thereby, it can be
concluded that the respondents have used all offered grades for each of the security
authorities. If we make a thorough analysis of the data from this table, we can calculate
the average scores for each body separately. So, the highest average mark worth 3.4
received the Army of Republic of Macedonia and the next two places police and
secret services (intelligence and counterintelligence service) with identical scores of
3.0. Faintest assessment received the judiciary, with a grade of 2.4. It is characteristic
that this distribution is found in nearly all other inquiries in this area, and according
to expert opinions, so that the army always gets deserved recognition, given the
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reforms positively assessed the past, so that membership invitation NATO was not at
random. However, the bilateral problem of the name dispute with Greece continues
to be hampered as a major blockade along the way. On the other hand, in many
official reports on Macedonia’s progress towards EU accession, always in the last few
years arises the problem with the judiciary, the Corruption in it, political influences
and so on and such a negative attitude towards it, reflected in our research through
the lowest score earned by the respondents.

Conclusions

The security system of the Republic Macedonia is presented as a set of multiple entities,
institutions and bodies which are engaged in the protection of the citizens of
Macedonia through appropriate methods, measures, activities and facilities. The
functioning of the security system largely depends on the quantity and quality of
data collected in the field (ie operational data) and the active participation of the
citizens of the local community in identifying the security threats.
A good internal organization, coordination and harmonization of regulations and
procedures with the NATO member states and the EU, is essential as they could
successfully deal with the modern threats to the security of the Republic Macedonia15.
This includes:
· Preventive obstruction of all forms of organized criminal according to the

standards of NATO and EU;
· Prevention of possible terroristic acts in our country or those who would be

executed through our country;
· Redefining of the legal system in accordance with the standards of NATO

member states and the EU for the prevention and suppression of organized crime
and terrorism;

· Introduction of specialized and expert civil structures, in identifying and
combating organized crime and terrorism;

· Development of a modern system of Integrated Border Management, in
accordance with the standards of the UN, NATO and the EU;

·  Timely and efficient neutralization of all criminal and terrorist groups that carry
out subversive activities aimed at overthrow of the state system and

· Presentation of Macedonia as a respectable actor in the field of fight against
modern threats at regional and global level.
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