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Abstract

Legal Albanian doctrine encompasses different meanings in relation to terrorism. This paper aims 
to give a general overview on various definitions of terrorism, as one of the main threatening 
phenomenon of our society. The paper also treats the origin of the word ‘terrorism’, back to the 
French Revolution of 1789 as the label used by the establishment to describe the conduct of 
revolutionaries. In this paper will be treated the main factors that have affected over the creation 
and development of terrorism, the content, format and main characteristics of terrorism, the main 
forms of occurrence of terrorist acts and Albanian legal mechanisms in the fight against terrorism, 
including the International agreements of which Albania is part of. Special attention will be paid 
to the moment when terrorist activities started in Albania and which are the most common forms 
of terror in Albania. The study of terrorism is multi-disciplinary, spanning a number of fields 
including political science, psychology, criminology, sociologist, history and many others. There 
are not few criminal norms provided in the Albanian Criminal Code that condemn terrorism. 
The Albanian Criminal Code expresses in separated articles the punishment of everyone who 
finances terrorism, hides funds and other assets that finance terrorism, even collects funds for 
terrorism financing, recruits persons for committing acts of terrorism or for terrorist financing, 
trains for committing terrorism acts, or makes public calls with terrorist purposes. A key challenge 
of understanding terrorism is both acknowledging the moral outrage at terrorist acts, while at the 
same time trying to understand the rationale behind terrorism. 
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