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Abstract

The goal of this paper is to examine the role of victims before the ICC criminal justice system by  
giving a general overview of their role and participation. 
It also focuses on examining some specific rights of victims before international criminal court 
such as right to participation, the right to protection and the right to reparations which represent 
one of the greatest advances made by the international criminal justice system and a significant 
challenge that the Court has already faced in its early hearings.
The right of victims to participate in the proceedings of the Court, as being the primary right 
granted by the Statute, shall be a crucial topic in this paper. Explanation will be given during this 
study regarding the various elements that need to be considered to understand the scope of this 
right, as well as when this right will be excercised. 
Therefore, through this paper a specific attention shall have the right of victims to legal representation 
before the Court and how to guarantee the indipendency by he Court of the representatives. 
Finally, some conclusions and recommendation will be given at the end of this paper concerning 
how to improve vicitims access and participation in the International Criminal Court proceedings. 
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Introduction

The International Criminal Court (the “ICC”) results from the adoption of the Rome 
Statute by the diplomatic conference organized by the United Nations on 17 July 1998 
which entered into force the 1st July 2002 after the 60th ratification, whose mission would 
be to punish the most heinous of all crimes: crime of genocide, crimes against humanity, 
war crimes and the crime of aggression. The ICC is the only existing international court 
today whose jurisdiction is targeted towards individuals who have committed the most 
serious crimes, affecting the whole international community. 
One of the unique aspects of the International Criminal Court (ICC) compared to other 
international criminal tribunals is the element of victim participation. (Cambridge 
University Press, 2010,  New York). From now on, victims will play a key role in the 
international justice system. The legal instruments of the Court, however, are not explicit 
in detailing the modalities of victims’ participation in the said proceedings. 
The first proceedings before the Court have shown how complex this legal framework 
is and that effective participation of victims in proceedings depends mainly upon the 
interpretation of the provisions of the legal texts by the Chambers.
According to Article 68(3) of the Rome Statute specifies that “Where the personal interests 
of victims are affected, the Court shall permit their views and concerns to be presented and 
considered at stages of the proceedings determined to be appropriate by the Court and in a 
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manner which is not prejudicial to or inconsistent with the rights of the accused and a fair 
and impartial trial”.

Reaching a definition of “victims” in the framework of the Rome Statute?

The ordinary usage of the term “victim” was revolutionized after the UN General Assembly 
first adopted the Declaration on Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crimes and 
Abuse of Power (the “Victims Declaration”) on 29 November 1985. 
The adoption of the UN Declaration on Basic Principles of Justice for Victims of Crime 
and Abuse of Power, represented a major step forward in the recognition of victims’ 
rights. The UN Declaration on Justice for Victims was the first international instrument 
to specifically focus on the rights and interests of victims in the administration of justice. 
The aim of the UN Declaration on Justice for Victims is to “ensure that all victims have 
access to the justice system as well as support throughout the justice process”. 
The definition adopted in the Victims Declaration, provided by articles 1 and 2 is 
significant since for the first time, not only direct victims, as well as their immediate 
family or dependants were included in the definition, but also persons who have suffered 
harm in intervening to assist victims.
During the Statute negotiations in Rome on the adoption of the said definition, objections 
were raised. On the one side, those who wanted to impose a restrictive concept - “to any 
natural person against whom an offence may have been committed that falls within the 
jurisdiction of the Tribunal”. On the other side were those who advocated an expanded 
definition. Nevertheless, a definition was finally included in the Rule 85 of the Rules of 
Procedure and Evidence. It was decided that it is essentially persons who may be victims - 
whether they are physically assaulted themselves, or are relatives of murdered individuals. 
As such, they may take part in court proceedings both before and during a trial and may 
be eligible for redress. Organizations involved in charitable, humanitarian, educational, 
or cultural work may also be considered as “victims” if they have suffered direct damage. 
The UN High Commissioner for Human Rights estimates that 90% of the information 
on massive human rights violations emanates from NGOs, who are themselves in direct 
contact with the victims. (ICC-Booklet, “A guide for the participation of victims in the 
proceedings of the court” the Hague, Netherlands.)

Victims’ rights

• The right to an effective remedy

“Everyone has the right to an effective remedy by the competent national tribunals for acts 
violating the fundamental rights granted him by the constitution or by law”(Universal 
Declaration of Human Rights, 1948, available at: www.un.org/Overview/rights.html). 
The right to an effective remedy is also recognized in human rights instruments dealing 
with specific rights. It includes the right to investigations prosecutions and punishment of 
those responsible for human rights violations, as well as the right to reparations. 
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• The right to be treated with respect and dignity

The UN Declaration on Justice for Victims provides that “victims should be treated with 
compassion and respect for their dignity”
Treating victims with respect includes keeping them informed at all stages of the 
proceedings of the developments in the case that concerns them.(UN Handbook on 
Justice for Victims, pg.35)

• The right to protection and assistance.

The UN Declaration on Justice for Victims requires states to take measures to ensure 
the safety of victims, their families and witnesses on their behalf, from intimidation and 
retaliation (UN Declaration on Justice for Victims, 1985,Principle 6). The Declaration 
also contains detailed provisions on the assistance and support which should be provided 
to victims before, during and after legal proceedings. Measures of assistance include 
material, medical, psychological and social assistance. (UN Declaration on Justice for 
Victims, 1985, Principle 14-17).

• The right to reparation
The UN Declaration on Justice for Victims introduced the notion into international law of 
an individual right to reparations. “The right to reparation of victims of gross violations of 
international human rights law and serious violations of international humanitarian law 
is the main focus of the Van Boven Bassiouni Principles, according to which victims have 
a right to “adequate, effective and prompt reparation” which should be “proportional to 
the gravity of the violations and the harm suffered”.

Participation

The participation of victims in proceedings represents a landmark development in 
international criminal justice. Pursuant to article 68(3) of the Rome Statute, for the first 
time before an international criminal tribunal, victims have been granted access to the 
proceedings and the possibility of presenting their views and concerns before the Court at 
any stage provided that their personal interests are affected. The requirement that “personal 
interest” of the victims have to be affected is generally met whenever a victim applies for 
participation in proceedings following the issuance of a warrant of arrest or of a summons 
to appear (i.e. in a case). The question of whether “personal interests” are affected is 
necessarily fact-dependent. The interests of victims go beyond the determination of what 
happened and the identification of those responsible, and extend to securing a certain 
degree of punishment for those who are responsible for perpetrating the crimes for which 
they suffered harm. The victims’ central interest in the search for the truth can only be 
satisfied if (i) those responsible for perpetrating the crimes for which they suffered harm 
are declared guilty; and (ii) those not responsible for such crimes are acquitted, so that the 
search for those who are criminally liable can continue. 
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Article 68(3) of the Rome Statute does not prescribe a specific time frame within which 
victims are able to be involved in the proceedings, but reserves this at the prerogative of 
the judges as they deem it appropriate. Generally, the interests of victims are affected at 
the pre-trial stage of a case since this is an essential stage of the proceedings which aims 
to determine whether there is sufficient evidence providing substantial grounds to believe 
that the suspects are responsible for the crimes included in the Prosecution Charging 
Document.

The analysis of whether victims’ personal interests are affected under article 68(3) of the 
Statute is to be conducted in relation to stages of the proceedings, and not in relation to 
each specific procedural activity or piece of evidence dealt with at a given stage of the 
proceedings. (C. Stahn & H.Olásolo & K. Gibson, 2006, pp. 219-238)
So, in order to be allowed to participate in the proceedings, victims have to submit their 
request to the Registrar in writing, preferably before the beginning of the phase of the 
proceedings in which they wish to participate to.
 

The different roles of victims before the ICC

• Victims as independent participants

Unlike the International Tribunal for the Former Yugoslavia (ICTY) and the International 
Tribunal for Rwanda (ICTR), where victims have to rely on the Prosecutor, judges, or 
third parties acting as amici curiae to represent their interests, the ICC allows victims to 
present their views and concerns to the Court, at all stages of proceedings, when their 
interests are affected. 
The first historic decision of the ICC to accept the first victims’ applications to participate 
in proceedings was taken in the case of Prosecutor v. Thomas Lubanga Dyilo (the Lubanga 
case)
On 17 January 2006, the Pre-Trial Chamber (I) of the International Criminal Court 
(ICC) issued a decision recognising the right of six victims, referred to as VPRS 1 to 6, to 
participate in proceedings before the ICC, including at the stage of the investigation. The 
decision of the International Criminal Court is an international legal first. For the first 
time the violation of the fundamental rights of victims, the harm they have suffered and 
their rights to defend their interests have been recognised by a court, the ICC. 

• Submitting information to the Prosecutor 

Victims have an important role in submitting information to the Prosecutor on the 
commission of crimes that they consider to fall within the ICC’s jurisdiction. Such 
information can contribute to the opening of an investigation, as well as to ongoing 
investigations and prosecutions. NGOs and other members of civil society can also submit 
information. There is no particular requirement concerning the form of the document to 
be used to submit such information. 
Information can be of a general nature: for example, the types of crimes committed, 
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the human rights situation, suspected perpetrators, victims, the national justice system, 
including its ability and willingness to investigate and prosecute perpetrators etc. 
Information can also focus on specific crimes and include testimonies of witnesses 
and victims, photographs, images, recordings etc. These submissions are referred to as 
“communications” in the language of the Court. The legal basis for such communications 
is Article 15 (1). It is important to highlight that victims can request the Prosecutor to 
keep all or some of the information confidential. In order to do so, the communication 
should specify that such information is provided “on the condition of confidentiality and 
solely for the purpose of generating new evidence”. 

• Testifying as Witnesses

Victims can testify before the Court as witnesses, at the request of the prosecution or the 
defense, or of other victims participating in the proceedings. As witnesses, victims give 
evidence to the Court to serve the interests of the party calling them and respond to the 
questions put to them. As a result, they do not necessarily have the opportunity to present 
their own views and concerns. Before the ICTY and ICTR victims of crimes can only 
participate as witnesses.
Some of the main differences between being a participant and appearing as a witness are 
as follows: (FIDH Report, Last Update 20 November 2013 available at: http://www.fidh.org/
en/international-justice/international-criminal-court-icc/14259-fidh-report-enhancing-victims-
rights-before-the-icc-a-view-from-situation).  

Victim as a participant
Victim as a witness

Participation is voluntary
Called by the defense, the prosecution other victims participing in the proceedings  or 
the Chamber

Communicating to the Court their own interests and concerns
Serve the interests of the Court and the party that calls them

It is up to the victims to decide what they want to say
Give evidence in testifying and answering related questions

Participation is possible at all stages of proceedings when considered appropriate by 
the Judges
Called to testify at a specific time

Always entitled to be represented before the ICC by a legal representative
Does not normally have a legal representative

Normally participates via a legal representative, and need not appear in person
Always testify in person
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• Submitting an amicus curiae

An amicus curiae, literally translated as “friend of the court” refers to someone, not a 
party to a case, who submits information on an aspect of the proceedings in order to 
assist the court in deciding an issue before it. Such submissions can be made by States, 
organizations, including NGOs, or individuals, including victims. Under Rule 103, a 
Chamber may “invite or grant leave to a State, organization or person to submit in writing 
or orally any observation on any issue that the Chamber deems appropriate”. The decision 
whether to admit the information lies with the discretion of the Court. The ICC has 
already invited and received several amicus curiae submissions.

The participation of victims in trials

On 26 January 2009 the ICC opened the first  trial against the of Congolese militia leader 
Thomas Lubanga Dyilo, accused of having conscripted and enlisted child soldiers in Ituri, 
DRC, between September 2002 and August 2003 (Coalition to Stop the Use of Child 
Soldiers, Global Report on Child Soldiers, 2001, p. 21).
The Prosecutor against Thomas Lubanga’s Dyilo case is the first ICC trial to get underway 
since its creation in 2002. It is also the first time in the history of international criminal 
justice that victims have been given a voice: they can now participate in the trial 
proceedings and are no longer considered only as witnesses.

The victims‘ legal representative

In order to participate and to seek reparation before the ICC, victims can have legal 
representation
The general principle, under Rule 90 (1), is that victims are free to choose whether to 
be legally represented . Consequently victims may, at any stage of the proceedings, be 
represented by a legal representative. In this way, their status becomes equivalent to a 
“party bringing a civil action”.( ICC Manual for legal representaives, pg. 102, available at: 
http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/pids/tmp/representing%20victims%20before%20icc.pdf).
Under Rule 90 (1), the general principle is that, “a victim shall be free to choose a legal 
representative” However, freedom of choice is not absolute. The general principle is 
subject to two important qualifications:
- Legal representatives are required to meet certain criteria and be admitted to the 
Registry’s list of counsel 
- In certain specified circumstances, the Court can require victims to form groups with a 
common legal representative 
In order to be able to participate effectively and taking into account the complexity of 
the proceedings before the Court, victims are free to choose their legal representative 
provided that this latter meets the criteria of 10 years of professional experiences in 
criminal proceedings whether as judge, prosecutor, advocate or in other similar capacity, 
speaks one of the working languages of the Court, has not been convicted for a criminal 
offence and has not been subject to disciplinary proceedings in his or her country of 
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residence. 
In total there are four specific criteria to be fulfilled by a legal representative:
a. Established competence international and national criminal law and procedure: this 
can be shown by providing copies of certificates;
b. The necessary relevant experience in criminal proceedings, whether as a judge, 
prosecutor, advocate or in another similar capacity. This must amount to at least ten 
years. Experience could be demonstrated by providing copies of work contracts or 
reference letters etc. It is not yet clear how the terms “in another similar capacity” are to 
be interpreted;
c. Excellent knowledge of and fluency in at least one of the working languages of the court:  
the working languages of the ICC are English and French; 
d. Counsel must not have been convicted of a serious criminal or disciplinary offence, 
“considered to be incompatible with the nature of the office of counsel before the Court

Given the potential high number of victims seeking participation to the proceedings, the 
Court may invite them to be represented collectively. When a victim or a group of victims 
cannot afford to pay the costs for legal representation, they may seek legal assistance paid 
by the Court. Victims can also be represented by the Office of Public Counsel for Victims.

Responsibilities of the Court

Appearing before an international court of justice is very difficult for a victim. This means 
agreeing to recall traumatic acts that he or she either suffered personally, or witnessed. 
Therefore, the drafters of the ICC Statute decided to provide witnesses and victims as 
much protection as possible. 
The International Criminal Court is responsible for the safety, physical and psychological 
wellbeing, and the dignity and privacy of victims, witnesses, and of their families. 

The right of victims and witnesses to protection

The principles relating to the protection of victims and witnesses should not be viewed 
as a novelty of the Rome Statute. Indeed, they also exist in the Statutes of the ad hoc 
Tribunals, as well as in their respective Rules of Procedure and Evidence. 
The protection of witnesses and victims is paramount for the proper functioning of the 
International Criminal Court (ICC) and the attainment of its  objectives (ICC Manual 
for legal representaives, pg. 102, available at: http://www.icc-cpi.int/iccdocs/pids/tmp/
representing%20 victims%20before%20icc.pdf ).
Article 68 of the Rome Statute is the central article relating to the protection of victims 
and witnesses. Article 68(1) of the ICC Statute imposes a fundamental duty upon the 
entire Court to “protect the safety, physical and psychological well-being, dignity and 
privacy of victims and witnesses” at each stage of the proceedings. Generally speaking, 
victims may be entitled to two types of protective measures:
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Firstly, there are those specifically related to the proceedings. These include the 
assignment of pseudonyms (usually a number) to victims to avoid the use of their name 
in the proceedings. In addition, victim’s applications are “redacted” so that any element 
that could identify them is concealed from the public and, if requested by the victim, 
potentially from the Prosecutor, and even the accused (the Defense). (Prosecutor v. 
Katanga, ICC, Case N° ICC-01/04-01/07-628, Decision on victim’s request for anonymity 
at the Pre-Trial Stage of the Case).Victims can indeed request to be anonymous to ensure 
their safety. Another example of such protective measures is the alteration of pictures.

Secondly, victims may be entitled to protection as necessary outside the proceedings. The 
Court has developed a series of protective measures in this regard. It is not clear, however, 
to what extent these measures have applied to victims who are not also appearing before 
the court as witnesses. 

Protective measures

Protective measures and special measures are measures of protection and support ordered 
by a Chamber, at the request of the prosecution, defense, witnesses, victims or their legal 
representatives, or on the Chamber’s own initiative. The Chambers have a wide discretion 
in defining appropriate protective and special measures. 
Protective measures can include measures aimed at concealing the identity of victims, 
witnesses and “other persons at risk on the account of the testimony of a witness” from 
the public and the media. Special measures can include measures taken in respect of 
particularly vulnerable witnesses and victims, such as children, elderly persons, and 
victims of sexual violence, during proceedings before the Court, to assist them in giving 
evidence. (Federica D’Alessandra, 2014, pg.5)
Protective measures for victims and witnesses are of first importance in order to 
encourage them to communicate with the Court and to testify without endangering their 
security. However, these measures cannot be applied in a manner which is prejudicial to 
or inconsistent with the rights of the suspect or accused and a fair and impartial trial. 
Article 43(6) of the Statute, which speaks of the provision of protective measures to “victims 
appearing before the Court” has now been clarified by the jurisprudence: Victims at risk 
may be entitled to some measure of protection as soon as their completed application to 
participate has been received by the Court (Prosecutor v. Lubanga, ICC, Case N° ICC-
01/04-01/06-1119, Decision on victims’ participation, January 18, 2008, para. 137)

Anonymous testimony

The use of anonymous testimony raises a conflict between two fundamental rights. On 
the one hand, victims and witnesses must be granted protection. On the other hand, 
the accused is entitled to a fair trial, which implies that he or she may be informed of 
the entire contents of the records and have the opportunity to question, or to arrange 
to have questioned, the prosecution witnesses. The ICC has provided, in Rule 87 of the 
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Rules of Procedure and Evidence, a series of mechanisms to guarantee anonymity and, 
at the same time, the rights of the accused. The conditions and modalities by which 
anonymous testimony may be presented are left to the discretion of the Court. However, 
such measures must be compatible with the right of the accused to a fair trial. Witnesses 
may also, individually, file a request for protection with the Chamber. Such request may 
include a request for anonymity. Rule 87 provides a series of measures to protect witnesses 
and victims:
 That the name of the victim, witness or other person at risk on account of testimony 
[...] be expunged from the public records of the Chamber;
 That the Prosecutor, the defence or any other participant in the proceedings be 
prohibited from disclosing such information to a third party;
 That testimony be presented by electronic or other special means [...] enabling the 
alteration of pictures or voice, [...] in particular videoconferencing and closed-circuit 
television, [...] and other technical means;
 That a pseudonym be used for a victim, a witness or other person at risk [...];
 That a Chamber conducts part of its proceedings in camera.

Reparations of the harm suffered

The right of victims of gross violations to reparation is a fundamental principle of 
international law. One of the key features of the ICC is the possibility for victims to benefit 
from reparations. Article 75(1) of the Rome Statute requires the International Criminal 
Court (ICC) to “establish principles relating to reparations to, or in respect of, victims, 
including restitution, compensation and rehabilitation” for victims of war crimes and 
crimes against humanity. (Rules of Procedure and Evidence, adopted by the Assembly of 
State Parties, 3-10 September 2002, ICC-ASP/1/3.)

Forms of Reparation

The general principle under international law is that “reparation must as far as possible 
wipe out all the consequences of the illegal act and re-establish the situation which would 
in all probability, have existed  if that act had not been committed”. Reparation should be 
proportionate to the harm suffered. The term ‘reparation’ therefore encompasses, but goes 
far beyond, financial compensation. 
The various forms of reparation as defined under international law include restitution, 
compensation, rehabilitation, satisfaction and guarantees of non-repetition. Restitution, 
compensation and rehabilitation are the only forms of reparation expressly referred to in 
the Rome Statute. Nonetheless, this list is not exhaustive.
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• Restitution

Is traditionally considered to be the primary form of reparation since it aims to re-establish 
the situation of the victim as it was prior to the commission of crimes. However, given the 
types of crimes that will come before the ICC, it will generally be impossible to restore 
victims to their original situation before violations occurred. For many victims before the 
ICC, restitution alone will be inadequate. 

• Compensation

Compensation can be awarded as a substitute for restitution. The role of compensation 
is to “fill in the gaps so as to ensure full reparation for the damage suffered”. Awards of 
compensation should be distinguished from awards to victims for other purposes, such as 
the costs of the proceeding. 
Compensation can be paid directly by the convicted person or through the Trust Fund 
for Victims which is supplied by the product of confiscated goods and completed by 
voluntary contributions. 

• Rehabilitation

Rehabilitation seeks to diminish as far as possible the psychological trauma as well as 
physical and social Consequences of the crimes committed.

• Satisfaction 

Satisfaction includes measures aimed at establishing and publicizing the truth about 
what occurred, including through judicial investigations and prosecutions, and symbolic 
measures, such as public apologies, monuments and commemorative ceremonies. The 
judgment of the Court itself can be considered a form of satisfaction, as a record of the 
truth surrounding violations, but the Court should consider the wide range of other 
measures.

The Trust Fund for Victims

The Trust Fund for Victims (the “Trust Fund”) was established in September 2002 by 
the Assembly of States Parties and complements the reparations functions of the Court 
(The Regulations for the Trust Fund for Victims, 2005, available at www.icc-cpi.int). It is 
administered by the Registry but is independent from the Court and is supervised by a 
Board of Directors. The Court may ask the Trust Fund to help implementing reparations 
awards ordered against convicted persons in accordance with article 75 of the Rome 
Statute. 
The Trust Fund can also play an important role in the granting of the reparations awards 
to victims in the case of collective awards or in cases where it is impossible to award 
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compensation to each victim on an individual basis. (The Regulations for the Trust Fund 
for Victims, 2005, available at www.icc-cpi.int). It may also use the contributions it receives 
to finance projects for the benefit of victims and their families.
The funds collected come from two main sources: firstly, funds collected through fines, 
forfeiture and awards of reparations ordered by the Court against convicted persons; 
secondly funds collected through voluntary contributions made by governments, 
international organizations and individuals.
Moreover, rule 98 of the Rules of Procedure and Evidence makes clear that awards for 
reparations can be made on an individual basis, on a collective basis or both. It also 
specifies that the Court itself evaluates the extent of any damage, loss or injury of the 
victim, if necessary appointing experts to assist it, and may invite victims or their legal 
representatives to make observations on the report(s) of the experts. The Court can also 
award reparations on its own initiative. Should this be the case, it shall inform the accused 
and the victims as far as possible. If the number of victims is very important, the Court 
can consider that reparations on a collective basis is more appropriate and hence decide 
that the product of the award for reparations against the convicted person be deposited 
with the Trust Fund for Victims. The Trust Fund will also receive the compensation funds 
in case it is impossible to reach the individual victims.

Conclusion

- With the establishment of the International Criminal Court, victims have gained an 
unprecedented opportunity to see those responsible for serious crimes under international 
law brought to justice.
- Numerous terms are used to refer to victims paying special attention to the most 
vulnerable groups of victims, in particular children, the elderly and victims of gender 
crime. Therefore, it seems that the term “person” is used to cover people in very different 
situations, namely, victims applying for participation in the proceedings or for reparations, 
or persons who were granted the status of victims in the proceedings, members of their 
family or any person at risk because of their interaction with the Court. 
- Some of the greatest challenges to victims’ participation before the ICC are not legal 
but rather relate to how to enable victims to effectively participate in proceedings. A major 
challenge is how to inform victims about the ICC in general as well as about their own 
possible role as participants. Victims need to be not only informed, but also assisted and 
supported to go through the application procedure.
- The system for participation must be improved by allowing the Section for Victims’ 
Participation and Reparations of the Registry to undertake activities in the field and 
inform victims of their right to participate as soon as an investigation is opened, or a 
warrant of arrest or a summons to appear is issued. Additionally, States must allocate 
additional funds for the swift review of the requests for participation. 
- Victims do not directly participate in court proceedings, but participate through 



ISSN 2410-3918                     Academic Journal of Business, Administration, Law and Social Sciences                     Vol 1 No 2
Acces online at www.iipccl.org    IIPCCL Publishing, Tirana-Albania                 July 2015

113

their legal representatives. It is of prime importance that the current reform of legal 
aid should not render victims’ participation before the ICC meaningless, but should 
take into consideration the specific nature of their legal representation. It is essential to 
guarantee that the representatives are independent of the Court, are lawyers from the 
situation country or who have special knowledge of the situation country, and who have 
a permanent link with a team in the field. 
- The Court can order States to implement reparation orders pertaining to the freezing 
of the assets of the accused, and, in principle, States are obliged to cooperate. In this 
framework, the Court needs to reinforce its procedures in this area, including through 
better coordination between its various bodies and enhanced exchanges with the States in 
order to press upon them the need for a better cooperation.
- The Court needs to be empowered to set up a mechanism for administering and 
monitoring seized assets to ensure that their value does not diminish, and States must give 
the Court precise information for seizing assets.\When designing reparations measures, 
the Court should follow and adequately apply the principles of restitution, compensation, 
and rehabilitation, bearing in mind the specific needs of women and children.
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